
Orientation: It was good experience. Mainly, I 

was just looking forward to going to Northern 

Ireland. I got to hear about other YAV experi-

ences which was great. It was nice getting to 

hear how they dealt with various circumstances 

in their life and how they grew  from it in their 

faith. In hearing their stories it helped to give me 

an idea of how I was to embark on my year of 

being a partner in Christ’s service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My fellow YAV members after being 

commissioned by one of our support-

ing Churches. 

Orientation at Stoney Point,  NY  

I got a my fundraising report 

for this month and I have 

$7,420.00 out of the required 

$9,000 so far. It is simply 

incredible how quickly the 

support has come in. It really 

helps remind me how all of 

YOU are part of me in this 

process of reconciliation and 

peace. Thanks be to God.  

My Role: I am currently serving with 

Glengormley Presbyterian Church 

working with youth from the congre-

gation and the community in a mixed 

area of north Belfast and assisting with 

a parents and pre-school group and 

other programs. Several days each 

week I am working with The 174 

Trust, operating a community and 

youth centre in a low –income Nation-

alist area of north Belfast.  

This work includes-supervising 

soccer sessions, assisting with an 

after-schools club, and potentially 

work with a joint club for Physi-

cally--handicapped and Able-

bodied  
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News from Moses,  

YAV to Northern Ireland 

THANKS TO MY SUPPORT TEAM! 
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Me getting commissioned by my home Church to 

go to serve in Northern Ireland . First time in my 

life for such an honor. 

Glengormley Church 



My first impressions of 

this place have been generally 

good so far. I know it has been 

a place that has suffered a lot 

over the years, but I didn’t 

know that it was that bad. I am 

settling in well.  I find a lot of 

similarities between here and 

my time in Germany (semester 

abroad Spring 08). The inter-

esting thing I find is that the 

life style is similar in terms of 

things moving slower.  I seem 

to find more time to enjoy 

God’s creation, in whatever 

form, which is nice.  

During the past week I 

had the chance of going on  a 

walk along the coast of the 

English Channel.  I had been 

saying to myself for most of 

the summer that I wanted to go 

to the beach and then I got my 

wish. It wasn’t like the beach I 

was picturing, of course, (Lake 

Malawi or the Atlantic, in 

terms of being nice and hot 

with beautiful white sand) but 

it got the job done. There is 

something about being around 

a beach for me that brings a lot 

of peace.  Also I got the oppor-

tunity to go with the YAV 

group on a tour of a castle on 

top of mountain outside of Bel-

fast. The view from the top was 

incredible, overlooking most of 

the city and part of the ocean.  I 

was in awe of God’s wonderful 

presence and creation.  It was 

nice to get some time like that 

to let things sink in.  

So far I have been get-

ting a history lesson of the ba-

sic idea of why things are the 

way they are here in Northern 

Ireland.  The road to reconcilia-

tion is long ahead but God is 

there every step of the way. 

There is a lot of hope in the 

nation that I have seen from 

witnessing all the different or-

ganizations and churches that 

share the same vision for 

peace. And it is my privilege 

and honor to be amongst those 

working for reconciliation and 

peace in the name of God.   

Today was a great day 

in that I was introduced to the 

church. I really felt welcomed 

and  I look forward to working 

and being part of this commu-

nity over the next year.  A 

nice thing about today was 

that I had “tea”, which they 

call dinner, and it was ham-

burgers and hot dogs! It 

made me feel at home since 

that is one of my favorite 

cooked meals to eat.  It was 

the second time I got to have 

hamburgers in this whole 

week, which was simply all I 

could ask for.  

Another nice thing 

about coming here is that I 

have been able to reconnect 

with another missionary fam-

ily called the Kerrs, whom I 

knew while growing up in 

Malawi. It was so nice to 

meet up with them on Satur-

day for lunch and dinner.  I 

got to see how their children 

have grown up and see where 

they were living which was 

nice. At first it was kind of 

strange in wondering if they 

would remember me, but 

they did!  It just made me 

think of how blessed I am in 

terms of being part of family 

outside of my own in differ-

ent parts of the world.   
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The beautiful landscape of 

Northern Ireland 

JOURNAL ENTRIES:  

“It is my 

privilege and 

honor to be 

amongst 

those 

working for    

reconciliation 

and peace in 

the name of 

God.” 



     During my first week of 

work, I was feeling kind of 

overwhelmed and also down in 

terms of missing some special 

people in my life.  One of the 

most moving moments came 

when I was starting my first 

day working with parents and 

toddlers. Once the event got 

over I went out for lunch with 

this nice family who were 

partly in charge of the event. 

While I was at lunch, feeling 

kind of overwhelmed from the 

work, the sweetest thing hap-

pened.  One of the little daugh-

ters of the family came up to 

me and put her arms out asking 

me to pick her up. Her doing 

that turned my world around at 

that moment, giving me a sense 

of feeling accepted and loved. 

Her actions helped me regain 

some belief in myself and 

taught me to be more accepting 

and open to others in showing 

love. Sometimes in life all we 

need is a little push from God 

to get going and He can use 

some of the littlest people to 

help us see that.  

      After my first week of 

work I’ve been left with the 

impression that this will be a 

year where I will need to have 

lots of patience with others and 

myself. It will be year where I 

will be open to see how God 

can use me to serve when I 

may not feel like I’m needed.   

 

My final thoughts looking back 

over September are really posi-

tive for the most part. In saying 

this I have had both good and 

difficult moments. My difficult 

ones were in the beginning 

where I was adjusting to life and 

work. Things started off kind of 

overwhelming for me in the 

sense of trying to adjust to my 

schedule and the demands of 

work. Also in finding my bear-

ings in living on my own. All 

these moments were very hard 

in realizing it was to be my first 

actual time on my own. But as 

time went on I knew I was not 

there alone and various signs 

were seen from that. The signs 

were shown from the support 

from the elders in the church 

who have constantly been en-

couraging me and most of all 

believing in me. Also from the 

youth I work with. I felt in many 

ways blessed by all the love 

shown from the people 

here ,which has made me realize 

that I have a part to play. I’ve 

also not been alone in the sense 

that I have all of you to thank 

who are supporting me in com-

ing here. Without your prayers 

and love I don’t think I would be 

able to go on. So please continue 

to keep me in your prayers dur-

ing my time here. Everything I 

do here is part of the bigger pic-

ture in being part of Christ’s 

Body, the Church.  

Page 3 Volume 1, Issue 1 

The ship yard where the famous ship, the Titanic 

was made. 

Thoughts  and Feelings:  

"Despite an 

uncertain future, 

we can be sure of 

one thing: Christ 

will face it with us."  



About The 174 Trust 

Established in 1982 by a group of concerned Christians (including 

members of two local churches  

(Duncairn Presbyterian and Antrim Road 

Baptist), the Trust purchased premises at 

174 Antrim Road. The Trust incorporated 

the address into its name since the physi-

cal location became the nucleus of work 

dedicated to tackling many of the prob-

lems confronting the local community.  

The Trust soon opened the Salt Shaker Cafe and began addressing the 

real needs of those living in a materially and socially disadvantaged 

area. Our mission is to effect change in North Belfast by social action 

and community development so that North Belfast would become a 

place of co-operation, prosperity and hope. 

The Trust and its community members had its work cut out. The New 

Lodge district is considered the most deprived ward in North Belfast 

(with one of the highest levels of deprivation in Northern Ireland).  

Our Ethos  
The 174 Trust is a non-denominational 

Christian organization that facilitates a 

variety of essential community projects in 

North Belfast. Located in the New Lodge 

community, the Trust offers opportunities 

and assistance to people of all ages. The 

174 Trust is committed to a process of 

community development based on build-

ing relationships with local people, work-

ing together to identify and meet local 

needs. 

Our value base - the heart of our work and 

witness - is the proclamation of the king-

dom of God through demonstrating 

Christ's values in action. 

Trust174  
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www.174trust.org  

174 Trust building  


