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AN UPDATE ON 
ALLISON’S YAV 
YEAR IN NEW 
ORLEANS

My second YAV year is well underway, and here’s what I’ve got to say about it.

Hello dear friends! 
I hope this newsletter finds you 

doing well, wherever you are. 
It has been quite the interesting 

five months, switching from my first 
YAV year in Nashville to this new 
year in New Orleans. It has been 
challenging to adjust to new people, 
new work, and a new city, but as the 
weeks have gone by I’ve grown 
more comfortable in the beautiful 
city that is New Orleans, and 
although challenges still abound, I 
am finding my place. 

Our big adventures this year 
have included countless festivals 
(celebrating everything from jazz 

and blues music to the wetlands and 
poboy sandwiches), a retreat in 
Austin, TX with the San Antonio 
YAVs, and even a musical all about 
zombies. I’ve eaten plenty of 
beignets and grown quite fond of 
chicory coffee, also enjoying the 
time for good conversation that 
often accompanies those delicious 
bits of New Orleans culture. 

In addition to specific 
happenings in New Orleans, it has 
truly been a blessing to get to know 
an entire other year’s worth of 
YAVs. This big, crazy, adventurous 
family continues to encourage and 
inspire me every day, and for that I 
am ever grateful. I really can’t say 

enough about how important this 
program has become to me.

As we hurry right into 2012, I 
thank you for your continued 
interest, love and support. This year 
would not be possible without you.

 
	 Love, Allison.

Roommates in front of the TX 
state capitol building, during our 
retreat in Austin.
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How You Can Help

This year of service would not 
be possible without your 

support. To help me along in 
my year in New Orleans, you 

can: 
1. PRAY.
Prayers are always appreciated, for 
all of the YAVs who are serving this 
year in the U.S. and abroad, and my 
New Orleans community and the folks 
we serve.

2. MAKE A DONATION.
In order to spend this  year in NOLA, I 
am asked by the YAV program to raise 
$6,500. As of January 19, I have 
$3,805 left to raise. Even the smallest 
bit helps. Donations can be made in 
the form of checks made out to 
“Presbytery of South Louisiana,” with 
my name and “YAV” in the subject 
line. They should be mailed to:
Kathy Lee
YAV Coordinator
Presbytery of South Louisiana
4205 S. Claiborne Ave
New Orleans, LA 70125

3. WRITE ME A LETTER.
If you’re looking for something other 
than praying or donating, a simple 
letter can brighten this girl’s day more 
than you know. I even promise to write 
back! To give the USPS some more 
business, you can send a note to:
Allison Wehrung
4512 S. Derbigny Street
New Orleans, LA 70125

“Oh my gosh, you’re living in New Orleans?! So you’ll 
be there for Mardi Gras?!”

At the beginning of this year, that was an incredibly popular first reaction 
when people found out where I’d be living. Mardi Gras is indeed a huge deal 
around here, but I’m learning that it’s so much more than just the shenanigans 
that most people imagine. On the whole it’s a very family friendly event full 
of tradition, culture, and a little bit of mystery. And with Twelfth Night come 
and gone, it’s officially Carnival season! 

I’ve found myself utterly captivated by the endless different facets of 
Carnival in New Orleans, and will be periodically blogging about specific 
parts of the season, leading up to Mardi Gras (which is February 21st this 
year, if anyone’s wondering). So, if it’s something you’d like to join me in 
learning more about, make sure to check my blog every now and then! The 
address, if you need it, is in the blue box on the left of this page.

Five Months In Eight Pictures...
On the following page are a handful pictures from this year so far. A little 

explanation of what you’ll see:
1. A bayou just outside of New Orleans.
2. Visiting Oak Alley Plantation with my Aunt Marcia and her friends.
3. Cooking good ol’ fashioned jambalya with fellow volunteers.
4. Home sweet home on South Derbigny Street.
5. Ochsner Medical Center, where I spend my weekdays.
6. Our Christmasy take on the traditional New Orleans camel back  

double shot gun house. 
7. With Ashley, Lauren, and Bueana, planting trees on community day.
8. Zazu, the Black Swan, a peacock and the Tootsie Pop Owl ready for 

Halloween.

For More Adventures...
To read more about my year in 
New Orleans, visit my blog at 
allisonswanderings.blogspot.com

New Orleans YAVs at                       
the annual  Seafood 
Festival.

For Even More Info...
Feel free to send me an email or 
give me a call! 
allison.wehrung@gmail.com
(704) 996-8142

mailto:allison.wehrung@gmail.com
mailto:allison.wehrung@gmail.com
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