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Remote mountainside outside
of the city of Léogâne, Haiti in
a section called Orange. The
massive landslide in the
background was caused by the
2010 earthquake. International
aid agencies, and Haiti’s new
government have been working
hard to move forward in Haiti’s
long process of recovery. In the
remote areas of Léogâne,
Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA), working
through a local farmer
organization, ODEPOL, 
provided the only aid the rural
communities received after the
quake. 

A view of the first eco-village in Colladère. All of the
eco-villages are in close proximity and have the same
design. This first one was supported by the Unitarian
Universalist Social Committee. Photo by Jessica Reid.

August 2012

Dear friend,
Blessings to you! This has been a year of struggle and growth, for Jenny

and me (Mark) as parents, as well for us as professionals now serving together as
an officially recognized mission team through the Presbyterian Church (USA)’s
World Missions. We believe that for Haiti, where I continue to serve, it has also
been a period of struggle and growth. Here are some of our stories:

Earthquake Recovery
Immediately after the quake, the leaders of Haiti’s Farmer’s Movement

of Papaye (MPP, for its initials in Haitian Creole), the organization with which I
have been serving since 2004, began providing direct food assistance for
hundreds of families receiving refugees from Port au Prince. In addition, MPP
provided thousands of families local corn and bean seed, allowing families to
begin producing the food they needed to feed the newcomers, along with their
original family members. Many of the funds that allowed MPP to respond to the
immediate and short term needs of folks fleeing from Port au Prince came
through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) as well as the Presbyterian
Hunger Program (PHP).

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance continues to support MPP as it works
for long term recovery. One of these projects is the construction of four eco-
villages–communities of refugees from Port au Prince who have decided to build
new lives in rural Haiti. In addition to providing the homes, a source of water
and sustainable electricity using solar panels, MPP provides the families
extensive training in sustainable agriculture.

FONDAMA and Food Sovereignty
MPP also continues to receive

support from the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP). With
your help, PHP continues to sustain the work of MPP’s Road
to Life Yard and Moringa project. Just as exciting, MPP
participates extensively with FONDAMA (Fondasyon Dayiti
Men Ansanm–Haitian Foundation of Hands Together), a
member of PHP’s Joining Hands Program. FONDAMA is
made up of eleven Haitian grassroots and development
organizations working together to address root causes of
hunger and poverty in Haiti. FONDAMA’s specific mission is
to restore Haiti’s environment and to establish food
sovereignty.

Recognizing that abundance is part of all that God has
created, FONDAMA members have dedicated themselves to healing the destruction we as humans have
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Julienn Dorcin in the community of Leodiague, Hinche,
showing a beautiful production of cabbages in vegetable
tires. Behind Julienne is a small forest of moringa.
Julienne learned from Wilner and Wilus Exil, two
members of MPP’s Road to Life Yard project and now
she is a member of a local committee providing
technical assistance to other families in the community.

Boston Jean Gilles, president of the
farmer’s organization ODEPOL in
Lèogâne, leading us up into the
mountains.

wrought, releasing creation’s capacity to provide in overwhelming measure for all human needs. Food
sovereignty means that as communities begin producing safe and nutritious foods in quantities sufficient
for everyone, they are deciding for themselves what they will produce based on local culture, local
technology and local needs, with prices set based on local economies.

The Road to Life Yard
Serving with MPP since 2004, my (Mark’s) work

continues to be with MPP’s Road to Life Yard and Moringa
production project. The nature of my work, however has
changed. As many of you know, when we began the Road to
Life Yard  project in 2004, we were experimenting with
different techniques for healing the land and producing food in
small spaces. I learned many of these techniques working at
Rancho Ebenezer in Nicaragua, as well as through my
experiences with ECHO (Educational Concerns for Hunger
Organization) in North Fort Myers, Florida. For the last four
years, the project has stopped being an experiment at MPP’s
national training center in Papaye, Hinche, and has begun to
have a direct impact in the lives of rural families in the
communities surrounding the center. Project crew members have often led this process, reproducing what
they learn on the job in their own home gardens.

Extending the Work
My new work is to continue this process, extending MPP’s yard

garden program to other members of FONDAMA. Leaders of FONDAMA
see this program as a natural component of the network’s strategy for
restoring the environment and establishing food sovereignty. As a national
network, FONDAMA has representative groups throughout Haiti. The
coordinator for FONDAMA, Chavannes Jean Baptiste, has narrowed my
initial work down to two localities. One of these is Léogâne, a city about
thirty miles west of Port au Prince, and the epicenter of the earthquake in
January of 2010. In Léogâne we are working with the grassroots farmer
organization ODEPOL, which stands for, in English, “The Organization
for the Development of Orange-Pâque of Léogâne.” The other locality
where we have begun extending the work of the Road to Life Yard is
Verette, a municipality in Haiti’s Artibonite valley, the epicenter of the
cholera epidemic that hit the country at the end of 2010. In Verette, we are

working with the grassroots farmer organization known as ODEPE, which stands for, in English,
“Organization for the Development and the Protection of the Environment.”

The focus in both municipalities is remote mountain communities where most aid agencies do not
reach. The model for the work is the same that has developed with the Road to Life Yard and Moringa



Page 3 of  6

Nesly Voltaire, coordinator for
ODEPE in Verette, leading us
up the mountains of Artibonite.

Sharing the good news of God’s
abundance, showing how we have been
developing yard gardens within MPP in
Haiti’s Central Plateau.

Gultho Orné (far left) sharing pictures
on the laptop of his yard garden work in
Papaye-Hinche. In our presentations in
Lèogâne, Gultho followed my general
presentation with a testimony of the
impact of his yard garden on him and
his family.

work–farmers teaching farmers. Specifically, our plan is to provide extensive
training and follow up for a group of fourteen individuals in each municipality,
individuals we are referring to as “local technicians.” Each of these local
technicians will have two commitments. The first is to adapt and establish the
production techniques in their respective yards, with on-site technical support
from members of the Road to Life Yard crew. Once their yards have become
models of abundant production, their second commitment will be to share their
experiences with their neighbors, friends and family members in an ever
widening pool of exchange and change.

Making it happen
This process began in April, when I made

my first trip over the border, leaving Jenny,
Keila and Annika in our new home in Barahona,
DR. I have to admit that when I started that first
trip, I was anxious, and more than anxious.
Sitting for long periods of time in public transportation, crossing borders,
dealing with officialdom–these are not things that I love, to say the least.
But by God’s grace, the trip over went very smoothly that first time, and I
found the vehicle from MPP with a driver waiting for me on the Haitian
side of the border soon after I crossed. Leaving the house in the DR at
6:00 AM, I was home in Bassin Zim, Haiti by 4:00 PM. Not too shabby.

After a week visiting, planning and reorienting myself, I left
Hinche with two associates, Gultho Orne
and Herve Delisma, for our first visit

with Boston and ODEPOL in Léogâne. Gultho is a young man working
with the Road to Life Yard crew who is dong a particularly fine job with
his yard garden. Herve is a friend now living in a rural community of
Hinche, but with a deep knowledge of Port au Prince and significant
skills, including logistics and yard gardens. Reaching Léogâne, Boston
began leading us on visits to present our work. Our first trip into the
mountains of Léogâne was a three hour walk up, up, up. It was during
that first long trip, to a municipal section called Orange, that we were
served the best coffee I have had in my life, up in those remote
mountains, served with boiled cow’s milk, and lots of sugar. We did a
second long walk that first visit, which took about two hours, to visit folk
in the municipal section of Gros Morne. That trip we walked  in a steady
downpour on the way up and we were thoroughly soaked and very cold
by the time we arrived. But, by the time we changed into clothes the
families lent us, we found a good-sized group of enthusiastic people
ready to listen to our stories about God’s abundance and yard gardens. 
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Nesly Voltaire (left), coordinator for ODEPE in
Verette, Artibonite, listens as Lucien Joseph (right)
provides testimony about the impact moringa and
vegetable tires have had on him and his family.

Participants from Léogâne learning how to make an
insecticide from locally available materials, such as
onions, sour oranges, garlic and soap.

Ma Jasma, living in the hill
community of Marilapa, Hinche,
explaining emphatically to visitors
from Lèogâne the value of her yard
garden for her and her family.

In June, we made our first visit to Verette, visiting Nesly
Voltaire and the groups associated with ODEPE. This time,
Herve Delisma and I went with Lucien Joseph, another young
man from the Road to Life Yard crew who has filled his
mother’s yard with moringa production and is working hard
with three other families in his community, helping them
transform their yard spaces. We followed nearly the same
process in Verette that we had begun in Léogâne, but we were
able to make most of our visits in the Road to Life Yard pickup
truck rather than on foot. During one of our first trips, we
traveled about two hours in the truck, going less than six miles

up into the mountains. Wherever we went, we found groups of thirty or forty or more rural people, ready
to listen, asking excellent questions and showing solid enthusiasm for our stories.

Now, after four trips over the border, with a lot of help from a lot of
people in MPP, I have been able to arrange two site visits each to Léogâne
and Verette and we have received groups from each municipality for farmer
to farmer exchanges in Papaye. These groups saw yard gardens in action and,
based on what they saw and heard, decided they want to enter into the yard
garden program. The last week of this past July we organized our first formal
workshop for the group of fourteen local technicians from Léogâne. The
participants received extensive theoretical and practical training in the

technology for intensive yard
garden production–enough, we
believe, to get them started on
their own yards. The third week
of September, Herve, Gultho and
I will be visiting their homes in
Léogâne, providing technical
assistance. The last week of
September, we will hold a workshop in Papaye for the local
technicians from Verette.

Clínica “Buen Samaritano”–The Good Samaritan Clinic
Here in the Dominican Republic, I (Jenny), am also busy. At least two times a week, I take a

public bus to go to my work in the mission clinic serving one of this area’s bateys. A batey is a Tahino
word for “living area” but it has come to mean the small towns where sugarcane workers live. Often the
bateys are designated with a number, rather than a name. The clinic where I am serving is in one known as
“Batey Seven.” The clinic provides health care services for the sugarcane workers and their families, most
from Haitian background. I have begun setting up a medical laboratory there and I am helping develop a
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The clinic provides treated water for the
residents of the community. The filter is inside
the building to the left and the filtered water is
stored in the black tank to the right.

In front of the clinic in Batey Seven. From left to
right: Mark with Annika, Jenny with Keila, Maria
Arroyo (Area Coordinator for World Missions, our
immediate supervisor), Rev. Jo Ella Holman (Regional
Liaison for the Caribbean, our nearest colleague) and
Rev. Cancu, (Executive Secretary, IED). March 2012.

The clinic team. From left to right: Marcos Peña
(security), Dr. Soraya Nuñez (physician/director),
Hortensia Peña (maintenance), Jenny Bent, Santa
Cuevas (pharmacist and community leader), Mayra
Rodriguez  (nurse).

Donna Beardon (far left), a nurse sent by the United Methodist Church, serving
with IED,. Donna is speaking with women in Batey Seven about the huge,
positive,  impact of breast feeding on the health of their children. This was one of
a series of talks Jenny is organizing as part of the community health component of
her work.

plan for a community health program. There are many aspects
to community health, but in this context what we mean is we
will be working with the community providing basic
information and training that can help them take control of their
health. I am finding excellent ideas about that process in a book
I found on the internet, Setting up Community Health
Programmes: A Practical Manual for Use in Developing
Countries.

The clinic where I
serve, “El Buen
Samaritano” (The Good
Samaritan) is part of the
mission of the Iglesia
Evangèlica Dominicana,

the Evangelical Dominican Church, or IED. The IED is a partner
church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) here in the Dominican.The

clinic serves all of Batey
Seven–the whole community, be they Haitian, Dominican or
Dominican-born of Haitian descent. As a member of a minority
group in Nicaragua, I can compare my own experiences of
discrimination with what Haitians and Haitian-descent people
deal with here in the Dominican. I need to say that what I have
seen has left me with a bad taste in my mouth. However, in the
bateys, with all their limitations, there is what feels to me like a
sacred space in the middle of a very difficult situation, a space

where there is respect and tolerance
between neighbors, regardless of their
color or origin. This is something that
inspires me in my work with the Good
Samaritan Clinic, that keeps me dedicated
to being an instrument of God’s work here.
It is like a dose of hope that allows me to
see clearly, hear keenly, speak wisely and
feel deeply in my heart.

Life in Barahona
We arrived in the Dominican Republic on February 29th, after spending January in Canada and the

United States, where Jenny participated in World Mission’s mission co-worker orientation. Most of
February we were in Nicaragua, getting ready for the BIG move. With Jo Ella Holman’s help, we got
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Rev. Samuel (front right) inviting the congregation to
greet each other. This is IED’s Cassandra
congregation in Barahona, where we worshiped for
the first month while we were looking for a house.

Annika and Keila, the day of Annika’s first
birthday. Keila’s teddy bear was a gift from
her aunt Hypatia in Nicaragua. It has also
been to Haiti, Brazil and Ohio. It now
resides in Barahona, Dominican Republic.

Yorki (left, with Keila) and Bellanira (right with Annika) are
two sisters from the Cassandra congregation who have
become important parts of our lives. Bella works daily with
us, helping prepare food and care for the girls. When I am
gone, Bella stays with Jenny 24/7. Both Bella and Yorki are
studying to be nurses. Among other achievements, they are
the ones who are directly responsible for most of the Spanish
that Keila now speaks.

from Santo Domingo (the capital of the DR) to Barahona, a mid-sized
city in the southwest corner of the DR. We settled into a guesthouse
run by a member of the Cassandra congregation, one of the IED
churches here. After about a month looking for a house, with the help
of new friends we made within the church, we found a good one in a
neighborhood called “Blanquisales” which means...well, we have no
idea what it means, except it is the name of where we live now. We
moved in on April 1st, despite the obvious omens, and began the

serious task of making this
rental house a home. When
we first moved in, there
didn’t seem to be any
families with children on
the street, but recently we
had a family with three
young children move in
almost directly across the
street. Raquel and Kelvin’s youngest child, a girl, is just a few
months older than Keila and so Ashley and Keila have quickly
become comrades in crime. Jenny also asked a friend for a

kitten, and now Charlie the cat is part of our family. All in all, after more than a year of living in other
people’s homes, we feel incredibly blessed to have our own space–a house, a yard, a community and a
city to call our own.

Thank you for your prayers over this past year. It is by
God’s grace that we are here. We are completely conscious
that each of you, in your own particular way, has been an
expression of that grace for us. Please continue to keep us in
your thoughts and in your prayers. Keep Keila and Annika
especially in your prayers as they adapt to yet another new
environment.  Please keep the work of MPP and the IED in
your thoughts and prayers, as each struggles in their respective
contexts to be an expression of God’s Kingdom on Earth,
present and accounted for.  Also, please join us in praising
God that we have these amazing opportunities to be with rural
people in Haiti and in the Dominican Republic, accompanying
them in their struggles for lives filled with grace.

Mark, Jenny, Keila and Annika
Please check out the photos and information that we post periodically on the blog site: 

http://markandjenny–pcusa.blogspot.com/


