
     It was a crisp, cold Satur-

day night, walking through 

the beautifully illuminated, 

decorated village of Biltmore, 

NC.  The ring was „burning a 

hole‟ in Nathan‟s pocket.  He 

waited for his photographer 

sister to get into place, then 

he pulled out the little back 

box and asked his Leah, if 

she would marry him.  The 

answer was a gratifying and 

resounding „Yes!‟  

     His sister later said that 

she had never seen anyone 

smile so big!  She took some 

great pictures to which they 

were oblivious. They only had 

eyes for each other. 

     Leah comes from Hamp-

ton, VA.  At 22, she is the 

oldest of four children.  She 

was on the women‟s soccer 

team at Montreat College 

and has loved Nathan, „from 

afar‟ for the past 3 years.  

She graduated in May and is 

working as a resort recep-

tionist in Hampton, grateful 

for fulltime work. 

     Nathan will finish most of 

his coursework at Montreat 

in December and plans to 

move up to the Hampton 

area for the spring semester 

to finish up school and find 

work there.  

     The ‟plans‟ they have 

talked about so far are to 

have the wedding in the Fall 

when we will all be in the 

U.S. together.  He has asked 

his brother, Moses, to be his 

best man, and his grandfa-

ther, Dave Miller, to officiate.  

Other than that, we await the 

unfolding plans with bated 

breath.  

     They are both the eldest 

in their families and are keen 

to include all of their younger 

siblings in the wedding party.  

It will be a fun and 

joyous occasion to 

look forward to next 

year. 

Nathan and Leah are Engaged! 

 

Merry Christmas 2010 from the Dimmocks! 

      “The people walking 

in darkness have 

seen a great light; on 

those living in the 

land of the shadow of 

death a light has 

dawned.  You have 

enlarged the nation 

and increased their 

joy; they rejoice be-

fore you as people 

rejoice at the harvest…”  

Isaiah 9:2-3 

Indeed, God has “enlarged 

our nation and increased our 

joy”  this year :)  — not in our 

normal way of adoption, but 

through foster care and the 

engagement of our son! 

We rejoice before the Lord 

for his goodness and  

 

December, 2010 

WE’RE DREAMING OF A GREEN CHRISTMAS 

From the Dimmocks in Lesotho 

Passing the mom and sister test! 

That was a YES! 

Katie was their matchmaker, being a good 

friend of Leah‟s since 2008. 

The ring. 

provision and for the privi-

lege of working with Him in 

the care of vulnerable chil-

dren on the African conti-

nent.  

Give thanks to the Lord, for 

he is good; his love endures 

forever. Psalm 107:1  



     Moses is serving for a year as a 

Young Adult Volunteer in Northern Ire-

land.  He is working with a church and 

an organization called the 174 Trust, 

facilitating the interaction between 

Catholic and Protestant youth.  He is 

having a wonderful but challenging time, 

and I know he would appreciate your 

prayers. 

     He wrote in his first newsletter: 

“From the youth I work with, I have felt in 

many ways to be blessed by all the love 

shown to me from the people here.  This 

has made me realize that I have a part 

to play. I‟ve also not been alone in the 

sense that I have all of you to thank who 

are supporting me in coming here. With-

out your prayers and 

love I don‟t think I 

would be able to go 

on. So please con-

tinue to keep me in 

your prayers during 

my time here. Every-

thing I do here is part 

of the bigger picture 

in being part of 

Christ‟s Body, the 

Church.” 

     Moses made con-

tact with dear friends 

of ours from Malawi 

days, Richard and 

Brenda Kerr.   He will 

be spending Christmas with 

them, and we are grateful to 

them for being his „family‟ at 

this special time of the year. 

 

 

 From Montreat College to a „gap term‟ 

in Lesotho to Anderson University to 

McDowell Tech Community College, 

Katie‟s efforts towards obtaining her P.E. 

degree are continuing in fits and starts.  

She is taking another break and return-

ing to Lesotho to work again as assistant 

PE teacher in the kids‟ international 

primary school.  She‟ll be home in time 

for Christmas!  Her presence in the 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

household will be a huge help to her 

Mom and fun for her younger siblings. 

     She is thinking of attending a Georgia 

college next year and staying with us at 

Mission Haven in Decatur — where we‟ll 

be on furlough again from August 2011 

through May 2012.  

     Katie loves music, friends, road trips, 

facebook, and is learning increasingly 

deep and wonderful things about God. 
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Jesse in North Carolina and Lesotho 

Katie’s Heading Home — again 

dren (foster kids), and visiting family and 

friends.   While in Lesotho, she looked 

into the masters in development studies 

program in Durban and is now working 

and saving towards making that a real-

ity.  She is back in North Carolina work-

ing as an intern in the Center for Youth 

and Young Adult Ministry in Montreat, 

and thoroughly enjoying her little house 

on Azalea Ave. with two great house-

mates.   

     Right now, she is home with us for 

Christmas, enjoying playing with the 

kids, photography, puppies, rooibos tea, 

stoney, storms, swimming and sunshine!        Jesse has had a year of ups and 

downs, changes and transitions and 

travel.  She shared the stage with her 

dad in May, when she received her 

bachelor‟s degree from Davidson Col-

lege and he received an honorary doc-

torate.  A few weeks later she flew to 

Zambia to join him on a 1000 mile road 

trip down to South Africa—visiting and 

assessing orphan care projects along 

the way.  That was a special time for 

them both. 

     June was WORLD CUP in South Af-

rica, and home was FULL of extra chil-

 

Moses being commissioned by his pastors and 
his grandfather, Montreat, NC, Aug. 2010 

Moses in Northern Ireland 

"Despite an uncertain future, we 

can be sure of one thing: Christ 

will face it with us."  



We’re Dreaming of a Green Christmas 

     Andrew passed his Mom in height 

and weight early in the year.  He‟s a big 

dude for 13, and his passion is horses.  

He has recently discovered a „horse 

adventure‟ place not too far out of town, 

and that has become his destination of 

choice every free afternoon or weekend!   

     School is less interesting and less 

worthy of his effort, except for P.E. at 

which he excels.  We are trying to talk to 

him about doing well in school in order 

to get into college where he can study 

horse science! 

     When he‟s not riding, or break danc-

ing in the living room or practicing karate 

on his little brothers, he can be found 

curled up in a chair watching  rodeo 

shows on a sports channel. 

     

     Alifa graduated from primary school  

in July this year and moved to the Inter-

national secondary school across the 

street in September.  While physically 

separated by only meters, the expecta-

tions and atmosphere are worlds apart.  

She is adjusting, slowly but surely, and 

learning organization and the impor-

tance of focus.  

    Her best friends are from Zambia, 

Sudan, and Ghana. 

     Alifa loves all things “girl”.  She en-

joys designing clothes for Barbie and her 

American Girl dolls, and  braiding their 

hair.  She also writes stories and illus-

trates them and is getting better and 

better with her drawings.  

      She is looking forward to next school 

year in the U.S., even though she will 

miss her friends here.  She can‟t wait to 

see her grandparents and meet Leah 

and maybe be in the wedding and see 

her U.S. friends — especially in Montreat 

and Decatur.  

dimpled smile.  But there are few things 

that can cause a meltdown such as los-

ing „moo cow‟ or being teased by older 

siblings.   

     He is looking forward to going to the 

States next year to visit Sechaba (foster 

brother) and spending time with his 

grandparents and his cousin, Connor, 

and his big brothers and sisters. 

       

     It seems like overnight Jackson went 

from identifying letters to reading words!  

He loves books and got a “tag reader” 

for his birthday — an interactive reading 

system, which makes reading extra fun.  

     Mrs. Fernandez, from the Philippines, 

is his teacher, for the second year in a 

row.  She taught him in Reception and 

moved up to Standard 1 with him.  For-

tunately, he likes her a lot. 

     Jack‟s pretty easy going, with a ready, 
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Isaac — King of Tennis and 

TaeKwonDo 

Andrew — Mad about HORSES 

Jackson—big 6-year old 

 

Isaac is poetry  in motion.  He 

loves sports of all kinds, but  

also likes reading and maths.  

He is a well-rounded, caring, 

just-turned-8-year old! 

Alifa 



and fostering.   He was joined by Rei-

tumetse and Tsepiso in April.  Jack and 

Isaac‟s little bedroom turned into a dorm 

room for five. We had the privilege of 

introducing them to their first warm 

baths, beds and blankets of their own, 

eating meals at the table and table man-

ners.  They taught us lots of Sesotho and 

shared hugs and kisses and made us 

laugh.   

     Reitumetse and Tsepiso  were placed 

with their new family and flew to Canada 

in September.  We get occasional pic-

tures and updates which warm our 

hearts.  They are doing great. 

     As they were leaving, 2-year old Le-

sole was placed with us, again with 

medical questions.  We had him for only 

a week before his parents came for him.  

He seemed to have suffered a head 

injury, and we continue to pray for his 

full recovery. 

      Sechaba blessed our family for al-

most a full year.  His parents came for 

him the first week of December, and 

they should be leaving South Africa with 

all necessary clearances as I am typing.  

I received an email from the U.S. in Janu-

ary asking about a particular special 

needs child at MIS orphanage.  I could 

never have predicted the journey that 

email sent so many of us on . . .  

Through those questions and the 

prompting of the Holy Spirit, the orphan-

age director became open to the idea of 

adoption — just at the time that Social 

Welfare was opening up its first match-

ing meeting looking for adoptable kids 

for requesting parents — just as Ministry 

of Hope Lesotho was looking for ways to 

fulfill its mandate to help facilitate adop-

tions in the country.   In late January, 

Sechaba was released from the orphan-

age to our family for medical follow ups 

     These are four of the  40 children 

whom Ministry of Hope Lesotho has 

researched or cared for this year, who 

have been placed into new families — 

where they will receive all the love, care 

and attention they need.  What inde-

scribable joy.   

Mama Nancy 

      For Frank, the year has felt like one of 

those „two steps forward, one step back” 

kinds of seasons.  Visiting the nutrition 

rehabilitation center in central Congo took 

him back 30 years to when he was a vol-

unteer in mission and the centre was first 

opened.  The situation has changed very 

little since that time.  There are still so 

many malnourished kids and so few re-

sources to help them or their families out 

of poverty.  But the church‟s efforts remain 

worthy and meaningful to those they can 

help. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

     Two early childhood development cen-

ters were opened in western Ethiopia,  

near Sudan, thanks to the generous sup-

port of Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church 

in NYC.  These programs provide a head 

start to many  3 to 7 year-olds, freeing up 

their caregivers and preparing the children 

to enter    pr imary  school.                                                   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

      In urban areas of several countries 

Frank is working with partner churches to  

assist children who have been accused of 

witchcraft or sorcery.  In many cases chil-

dren are defenseless against such accusa-

tions and end up  homeless or abused.  

      The 11 year old girl in the next picture, 

has lived on the streets or with „foster‟ 

families for 2 years since the death of her 

parents. The number of street children is 

increasing rapidly in many of Africa‟s cit-

ies. Presbyterian partners are compas-

sionately responding with trauma counsel-

ing, social services, and material support. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -       

Frank will continue his country visits dur-

ing the first half of 2011,  and participate 

in the 22-country Africa Christian Health 

Associations meeting in Ghana.   

He appreciates your prayers and  support 

to his „work ECO‟ account (047974) in 

Louisville, that enable him to continue 

these important ministries. He is looking 

forward to sharing about the PCUSA 

Health and Development work in Africa 

when the family returns to the States for 

Home Assignment in mid-2011.  He also 

hopes to study Child Trauma Counseling 

and resilience while in the States. 

We miss you, Sechaba! Enjoy your first 

COLD Christmas in the warmth of your 

new family in America!! 

Daddy Frank 


