
January 2010 Newsbrief

Greetings from Japan.  Here in the Kobe area, we just commemorated the 15th anniversary 
of the “megaquake” that leveled 1000’s of buildings and killed over 6000 people.  In fact, we 
were holding our yearly memorial worship service at the university last Wednesday morning 
when word came of the tragic situation in Haiti with their earthquake.  And then various emails 
from both our United Methodist and Presbyterian Church USA mission boards and personnel 
began filtering in.  Of primary concern in that regard was word from the UMC that Rev. Dr. 
Sam Dixon, head of the humanitarian relief agency of The United Methodist Church, and Rev. 
Clinton Rabb, head of the office of Mission Volunteers of the General Board of Global 
Ministries, both died of injuries suffered when the hotel they were in collapsed in the quake.  
They and a third member of the group had just gone to the island for consultations into how to 
improve health care for the people.  Our hearts go out to their families, as well as to the 
families of the tens of thousands of Haitians who have also perished and who are still 
suffering so greatly in the aftermath.  News of the horrendous situation there in Haiti just as 
the people of Kobe and the surrounding communities were commemorating their own tragedy 
of 15 years ago added to the poignancy of the numerous events that took place.

As it has been every January 17 since we moved here, a large 
bouquet of flowers was placed at the corner of our building marking 
the spot where apparently someone lost loved ones in the 1995 
quake.  In fact, from what we’ve been told, most of the houses in our 
district were destroyed.  Our apartment building was built in 2002 
upon the vacant lots where houses had been until that fateful day.  
This will, however, be our last newsletter from this address, as we 
plan to move next month to a house in Kobe, which is just a few miles 
to the west of our present location.  We’ll send out a newsletter with 
the new address once we’ve gotten settled in.

As for general news, Tim’s transition to academia is going well.  
The 2009-2010 school year is just ending, and the new school year will begin in April.  The 
chaplain for the Economics Department, Rev. Funaki, is going on a year’s sabbatical, and so 
Tim will be particularly busy in handling a number of his duties.  Likewise, one other chaplain 
in another department is having to take a year off for health reasons, and so the several 
missionaries and chaplains will need to be helping each other out even more than usual.

Juji’s health is basically unchanged, but she has been suffering with quite a bit of back pain 
due to a partially herniated disc.  Her next hospitalization treatment is due in February, and so 
hopefully they’ll be able to help her with the back pain as well.  Please do remember her in 
your prayers.

As always, we wish to thank you all for your prayer and financial support that allows us the 
privilege of serving Christ in this land.

Blessings,

Tim and Juji Boyle
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