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Program formats for interpretation 
 A full one- to two-hour family program. Whether this is after worship on Sunday or at a mid-

week gathering, this provides a focused time for us to share with people in an organized way. This 
time gives us an opportunity to use a greater variety of ways to interpret the life and work of our 
partners. The additional time also provides for greater depth or breadth in the discussion. This may 
be combined with a potluck meal, but it can stand alone without it. 

• Sunday School. We will be glad to meet with children, youth or adults. The program can be 
adapted to fit with the interests and levels of the group, but we need you to describe the group to 
us. Possibilities include, but are not limited to: a board game, multi-media presentation, questions 
and answers, and thematic discussions. 

• Preaching. While neither of us is an ordained minister we welcome this opportunity to share with 
the whole congregation. Our inspiration does not always lead us to a traditional style of delivery 
for the message; however, we are committed to the holiness of worship. We hope an opportunity 
for preaching will be combined with some opportunity to share in a more interactive way, such as 
meeting with a Sunday School class or having a full hour program. 

• Moment for mission. While we welcome this opportunity to share with the whole congregation, 
we would like to see this combined with some other opportunity to share more fully. This moment 
could be used to share a little to entice people to come to a later program. 

• Mission committee or session. Depending upon the amount of time allotted and the specific 
interests of the group, a multimedia presentation or a written document can be prepared as a 
catalyst for discussions. 

• Presbytery presentation or workshop. While we're flexible in how we share we'd ideally like to 
have adequate time to share about our work. Time for our 20-minute multimedia presentation 
would be wonderful. 

• Mission conferences. We welcome such an opportunity to work with others in lifting up the 
diversity of the mission of our church. From formal presentations and questions and answers to a 
board game that sparks further discussion we see many opportunities possible in such a setting. 

• Youth and family camps, weekend retreats. We've had several opportunities to share in this 
way. While much sharing takes place informally, time can also be set aside for organized sharing 
to a larger group. The above options give a good indication of what is possible. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to reach some children who we'd otherwise perhaps not meet. 

• Others. Presbyterian Women's meetings, new members or confirmation classes, session meetings, 
children's messages are yet other opportunities we'd welcome for sharing the mission of the 
church. If you have other ideas, please share them with us. 

 
Specific interpretation tools 
 Multimedia presentation. Computer-based multimedia presentation involving slides and movie 

clips while one or both of us comment on the images and answer questions. A version of this can 
also operate on a video player and television. 

• Board/floor game. This game depicts the lives of African students as they struggle to get an 
education. This provides fun and learning for any age, but most importantly it peaks the interest of 
players from which comes wonderful opportunities to discuss the work of the church. 

• Bulletin inserts. We could develop color or black and white bulletin inserts based on a particular 
aspect of the mission of the church in which we're engaged. 

• Various maps, photos, artifacts, brochures, and handouts. This could be combined with a 
digital slide show running in the background. 


