
Greetings from the

God is doing some amazing work in me. He is constantly teaching 
me new things about myself, and is challenging me in areas of 

my life where I knew change was necessary.. but just didn’t know 
how to improve on my own. 

God has blessed my time in New Orleans more than I could  have ever 
imagined. I am excited to see what he has in store for me for the rest 
of my time here.
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My roommates left to right: Eric Lipka, Emma Wood, Allison Wehrung, Ashley Bair, Laura Ek, 
Jillian Manning, and Tyrone Johnson ( Bueana Cox is missing from the photo)

wanna keep up with me?

(Above: I am at Cafe Du Monde enjoying some 
beignets and a cafe au lait.) 

The best way to keep up with my adventures 
in New Orleans is to follow my blog: 

selahren.wordpress.com

Nine of us live together in an intentional Christian community. We 
have a community night each week where we have a bible study, 
catch up with each other’s week, and pray for one another’s concerns 
or praises. This group of people is really becoming a second family to 
me. They build me up and support me during this experience.
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I am so thankful to God for those who 
have supported me so far through 
their prayers and kind words, and 
also through financial support. I have 
managed to raise nearly $1,000 out of 
the $6,500 for the year. I cannot thank 
you enough! If you would like to help 
support me financially, checks with 
my name and “YAV” in the memo line 
(and made out to Presbytery of South 
Louisiana) can be sent to:

Kathy Lee
Presbytery of South Louisiana
4505 S. Claiborne Ave. 
New Orleans, LA 70125

During my year in New Orleans I am working with The University of New 
Orleans Center for Hazards Assessment, Response, and Technology 

(UNO-CHART) and The First Presbyterian Church of Bayou Blue in Houma, 
Louisiana. In my combined work with UNO- CHART and Bayou Blue, I give 
a wetlands presentation to mission volunteers once a week who are doing 
Hurricane Katrina relief with Project Homecoming. 

In my presentation to the mission teams, I discuss the importance of 
Louisiana’s coastal wetlands, and how wetlands restoration is an integral 
piece to the rebuilding of New Orleans. This is a big undertaking at times, 
because the coastline of Louisiana is in a dire need of help. 

The Louisiana Coastline is  disappearing at a 
rate of a football field every half an hour.
Louisiana’s coastal wetlands provide oil, natural gas, and seafood to the 
entire United states, storm protection for coastal communities, a habitat for 
migratory birds and 98% of the species for in the Gulf of Mexico, and water 
filtration for runoff from 40% of the United States.  I could go on and on!

There are many contributing factors to this issue such as natural erosion, 
invasive species, the oil industry, levees, channels, pollution, storms, etc.  
Needless to say, the wetlands are very important to all of us, and the issues 
facing  them are monumental. Please pray for me as I wrestle with a way to 
help in this fight.

The Presbyterian Church USA is in the beginnings of starting the Wetlands 
Theological Project. Bayou Blue is the driving force behind this project, and a 
part of my job is to create a logo for this entity as well as a fully functioning 
website. I have been blessed to be given the opportunity to use my design 
background in my placement this year. Stay tuned for additional info!

fundraising update

God blessed me with the opportunity 
to attend the Presbyterians for Earth 

Care conference in Alenspark, CO.

I attended meetings and seminars 
throughout the week focussing on Creation 
Care, and the theology behind caring for 
the environment. 

While in Colorado, God awakened a passion 
within me to  be better to the environment, 
to teach others about the importance of 
this aspect of being a follower of Christ, 
and to learn more about the theology 
behind creation care.

 my Trip to Colorado

my Work in New Orleans
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