
Men of the Church Sunday – June 15, 2014 
Men of the Church Sunday:  Throughout the liturgical year, the General Assembly has 
designated special Sunday observances to recognize the gifts of particular groups of people 
within the church, among these are Women, Men, Older Adults, Families, and Young People.  
Men of the Church Sunday is a day to recognize the gifts and contributions to ministry that men 
have made in every congregation and Council of the church, and to give thanks for the witness 
that they make in the home, the workplace, community, and church. 

Men of the Church Sunday is the Sunday usually recognized as Father’s Day.  The General 
Assembly intentionally planned to recognize the contributions of all men and not limit the 
celebration only to those who have children.  It is to include single men, stepfathers, men who 
are unable to be with their children, and all other men who do not necessarily fit in these 
categories.  Regardless of their family situations, all men of the church are called by God to 
share their time, talents, spirit, and energies fulfilling their call to be disciples of Jesus Christ. 

On June 15, 2014, congregations are invited to celebrate “Men of the Church Sunday.”  This can 
be a day of thanksgiving and new beginnings as your congregation recognizes, rejoices, and 
renews its commitment to provide vital ministries with men as they perform their unique 
ministries in the home, church, and community. 

 

The Mission Statement of National Presbyterian Men’s Ministry (NPMM):  “To equip and 
train all men to pursue the will of Jesus through:  mission outreach; leadership; and discipleship.” 

As you plan the worship and fellowship events for the day, keep in mind the elements of the 
Mission Statement: 

• It’s for all men. 
• It involves equipping and training 
• Its priority is “pursuing the will of Jesus” 
• It identifies three aspects of this pursuit:  mission outreach, leadership, and discipleship. 

 
The Theme:  “Abound in Hope´-- Romans 15:13:  “May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”   

Commentary:  Hope is one of the last virtues Jesus left with us.  St. Paul said it in 1 Corinthians 
13:13:  “Faith, hope and love abide, these three….”  While St. Paul said, “The greatest of these is 
love,” nevertheless, hope is there whenever we express love and whenever we exercise faith.  
Hope is present when a man looks into the eyes of his beloved (I hope you will be happy), or 
when he looks at his children (I hope you’ll be safe) and even when he looks at his dog (I hope 
you’ll be joyful).  Not even his work can escape his longing (I hope you’ll make the world a 
better place).  Hope was there in the very act of God’s creating the world, “God saw everything 
that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31).  What did God hope for when 
he created the world?  He hoped that it would “be very good.”  Hope is in the heart of God every 
time a baby is born.  Perhaps God is asking even then what John the Baptizer asked of Jesus, Are 
you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another (Luke 7:20).  



“Abound in hope” says the theme for today, and the text says, “May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing.”  So, hope is the source of all joy and peace in believing.  
Hope for a better life for me, my family, my church, my community, my nation, and ultimately, 
for the whole world.  What are the obstacles to that happening?  Can the world be saved if I am 
not saved?  Can the world be godly if I am not godly? Can Christ be loved if I do not love him?   
Can the Holy Spirit move others if he cannot move us?  Can hope abound among us if it does not 
abound in you?   

Say to the hungry, “I will give you food;” to the thirsty, “I will fill a cup for you to drink;” to the 
homeless, “I will find you a shelter;” to the abandoned children, “I will find you a family;” to the 
refugee, “I will welcome you to my country;” to the convict who has served his time, “I will help 
you re-enter society;” to the victim of crime and violence, “I will help you find justice;” to the 
perpetrators of crime and violence, “I will help you find justice and rehabilitation;” to the victims 
of natural disasters, “I will help you be rehabilitated and restored;” to the victims of injustice, “I 
will help you to overcome;” and to unbelievers, the lost, and the faithless, “I will help you find 
the Lord and help the Lord find you.” 

Today, of all days, let us lay aside our doubts and dismay, and let us take on the mantle and 
peace of Jesus, the hope that is in him, and let us live courageously and joyfully in the power of 
the Holy Spirit to let hope abound wherever we are. 
 
How Can Presbyterians Celebrate Men of the Church Sunday?   
1. Be intentional in your invitation to celebrate and worship.   
 Focus on how men worship and fellowship and don’t be afraid of stereotypes. 

• Involve men in the worship service. 
• Include a men’s choir in the worship service. 
• Invite all men of the congregation and men from the community to worship. 
• Use more specific and directive language in the sermon; e.g. “Here’s what needs to be 

done,” emphasizing the need for men’s involvement in the mission and activities of the 
church. 

• Have a meal or fellowship time following worship; let the men be evident in the cooking 
and serving.   

 
2. Choose a man to honor as the “Church Man of the Year” in your congregation—

someone who has demonstrated his discipleship and leadership.  There’s a form to use on the 
NPMM website—www.//pcusa.org/men—that will register your nomination with NPMM 
and provide mission support to NPMM. 

 
3. Order of Worship 
  
 
 
 
 



Call to Worship 
  
 Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
  The whole earth is full of God’s glory! 
 I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God 
  Who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty, 
 The first and the last, 
  The beginning and the end, 
 The Father of all, 
  Who is before all, and in all, and through all. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
 O blessed Trinity, 
 In whom we know the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the Savior of all, both near and far, 
 and your Holy Spirit who enables us so to worship your divine majesty, 
 that with all the company of heaven 
 we may magnify your glorious name, saying, 
  Holy, holy, holy, 
  Glory to you, O God most high!  Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise   

(Select hymns for the various parts of the service; here are some suggestions) 
[GTG=Glory to God; TPH=The Presbyterian Hymnal; THB=The Hymnbook] 

 
    GTG  TPH THB 
 Dear Lord and Father of Mankind #169 #345 #416 
 Fill My Cup, Let It Overflow #699 #350 
 Great Is Thy Faithfulness #  39 #276 
 Guide My Feet #741 #354 
 Hope of the World #734 #360 #291 
 I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me #700 #369 
 In Deepest Night #785 
 I’ve Got Peace Like a River #623 
 Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee #629 #310 #401 
 Lift High the Cross` #826 #371 
 Live into Hope #772 #332 
 Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness #314 
 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing #546 #538 #  79 
 May the God of Hope Go with Us #765 
 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less #353 #379 #368 
 Rise Up, O Men of God   #352 
 Sometimes a Light Surprises #800  #418 
 Will You Come and Follow Me #726 



Confessions 
 O God, we confess our love for you. 
  You are our creator, our savior, and our constant companion. 
  You want only good for us, and you give us only good and perfect gifts. 
  We love you with our heart, soul, mind and strength, 
  And if you so choose, we shall but love you better after death. 
 
 O God, we confess our faith in you. 
  You are our heavenly father, and we trust you with our well-being. 
  We believe fervently in you, and in Jesus Christ, your only son, our Lord, 
  And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life.  Our faith resides in you, and 
  In this faith, we will go with you into all things, even into death. 
 
 O God, we confess our sin against you. 
  Against you, and you only, have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight. 
  Despite our love for you and our faith in you, we have turned our backs on you 
  And walked in the way of sinners.  We have lived with the false gods of this world 

And all their empty promises.  We are unworthy to be called your children. 
 
 Accept our love, O God, strengthen our faith, and forgive our sins, 
 Walk with us in the way of righteousness and truth, 
 That loving you with our whole being, and believing fervently in your ways and your Word, 
 We may have your kingdom within us and live therein for all eternity; 
 Through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 
 
Affirmations and Assurances 
 Great is the mystery of Faith: 
  Christ has died. 
  Christ has risen. 
  Christ will come again. 
 
 Great is the power of God’s love: 
  Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God. 
  Every one who loves is born of God and knows God. 
  God is love, and those who abide in love, abide in God and God abides in them. 
 
Gloria Patri 
 
Scripture Lesson 
Romans 15:1-13 
 
Sermon 
(Focus the sermon on the theme and scripture, and the Mission Statement of Presbyterian Men) 
(Consider asking a man to preach, or men to assist in the sermon) 



Hymn (See above) 
 
Recognition of Church Man of the Year 
 
Prayers 
 
Offerings 
 
Anthem 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Closing Hymn (See above) 
 
Charge and Benediction 
    Written by Charles Stanford 
    Leaning heavily on the work of David Caves, Jr. 
   In the 2013 description of “Men of the Church Sunday” 


