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Presbyterian Men Sunday 

June 19, 2016 
Presbyterian Men Sunday is the Sunday otherwise recognized as Father’s Day.  

The General Assembly intentionally planned for the Church on this day to 

recognize the contributions of all men and not limit today’s celebration only to 

those who have children.  It includes single men, stepfathers, grandfathers, men 

who are unable to be with their children, and all other men who do not necessarily 

fit in these categories.   

Regardless of their family situations, all Presbyterian Men are called by God to 

share their time, talents, spirit, and energies fulfilling their call to be disciples of 

Jesus Christ, and to act like fathers to all the children in their congregation. 

The General Assembly designated this Sunday of 2016 as a special day to 

recognize the gifts and contributions of men to the Church’s ministry.  In every 

congregation and council of the church, men are working and praying to make 

better communities, to strengthen and broaden the faith of their brothers in Christ, 

and to make new disciples for Christ.  

On June 19, 2016 (or any other day selected by your Session), congregations are 

invited to celebrate “Presbyterian Men Sunday.”  This can be a day of thanksgiving 

as your congregation recognizes, rejoices, and renews its commitment to provide 

the vital ministries of men performing their unique Christian duties in the home, 

church, workplace and community. 

How Can Presbyterians Celebrate Presbyterian Men Sunday? 

 

1. Be intentional in your invitation to celebrate and worship.   
 Focus on how men worship and fellowship and don’t be afraid of stereotypes. 

 Involve men in the worship service. 

 Include a men’s choir in the worship service. 

 Invite all men of the congregation and men from the community to worship. 

 Use more specific and directive language in the sermon; e.g. “Here’s what 

needs to be done,” emphasizing the need for men’s involvement in the 

mission and activities of the church. 

 Have a meal or fellowship time following worship; let the men be evident in 

the cooking and serving.   
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2. Choose a man to honor as the “Church Man of the Year” in your 

congregation—someone who has demonstrated his discipleship and leadership.  

There’s a form to use on the NPMM website—www//pcusa.org/men—that will 

register your selection with NPMM and provide mission support to NPMM. 

 

3. The Mission Statement of National Presbyterian Men’s Ministry (NPMM):  

To equip and train all men to pursue the will of Jesus through: 

mission outreach; leadership; and discipleship. 

 

4. As you plan the worship and fellowship events for the day, keep in mind 

the elements of the Mission Statement: 

 It is for all men. 

 It involves equipping and training 

 Its priority is “pursuing the will of Jesus” 

 It identifies three aspects of this pursuit:  mission outreach, leadership, and 

discipleship. 

 

The Lectionary Text for the Day:  Luke 8:39 

“So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for 

him.”   

 

The Theme 

“Even the Demons Believe and Tremble” 

 

Commentary:  I daresay that most of us don’t believe in demons anymore.  That 

is not to say that our ancestors did not believe.  They most assuredly did and many 

of them not too far removed from us in time and space.  

 

Still, in some places, there are Witchdoctors and Shamans and others who try to 

manipulate the spirits of another world to bring good or evil among us.  However, 

most of the people with whom I associate on a daily basis believe that good or evil 

comes from within us, not from outside of us.  Recently, I heard someone on NPR 

cite Stephen King, the author, as having said, “Monsters are real.  Ghosts are real, 

too.  They live inside of us, and sometimes, they win.” 

 

Somewhere else, I read recently the reminder that God also lives within us:  not to 

fight our ancient enemy and make our souls a battleground between the forces of 

good and evil, but to walk with us and talk with us and accompany us through all 

the exploits of our lives, to the glory of his name.   
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Jesus, our Lord and Savior, being a man of his own time, believed in demons and 

demon-possession.  He could hardly escape it seeing as how he was often accosted 

by them and how he repeatedly defeated them ignominiously.   

 

In this story about the confrontation between Jesus and the demons who had 

inhabited a man for many years, Jesus ordered them to come out of the man.  The 

demons were afraid that Jesus would send them into the abyss, a place of 

confinement reserved for demonic forces.   

 

Recently, I read about a man convicted of a crime he did not commit who lived in 

solitary confinement in prison for 40-plus years before he was exonerated and set 

free.  He was very subdued, uncertain about what it would be like to live free.  In 

this situation, the demons had no hope of ever being released, so they asked Jesus 

to let them enter a herd of swine that was grazing nearby.  I don’t know why they 

requested that, but Jesus said okay.  So the demons, who had said their name was 

“Legion” because there were so many of them, went en masse out of the man and 

into the herd of swine.  The hogs went crazy and ran headlong down the steep 

slope into the lake where they all drowned.   

 

The people who witnessed this told everybody they knew about it, and those 

people came down to the lakeshore to see for themselves.  When they realized the 

magnitude of this event, they were greatly frightened, and they asked Jesus to 

leave.  As he started away, the man who had been healed of the demons, asked to 

go with Jesus, but Jesus told him to go home and tell everyone how much Jesus 

had done for him. 

 

So, he did, and that is why today we know the story of The Gerasene Demoniac.  

That is also how we know the importance of the witness we bear about all the 

things Jesus has done for us. 
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3. Suggestions for an Order of Worship 

  

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship 

 Let us come to God in holy wonder. 

  We love you, O God, our rock of strength. 

 Let us call upon the Holy One, who is worthy to be praised. 

  We exalt your name, O God; we sing praises to your name! 

 

Opening Hymn  

(Suggestions for an opening hymn) 

[GTG=Glory to God; TPH=The Presbyterian Hymnal; THB=The Hymnbook] 

 

   GTG TPH THB 

 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God #275 #260 #  91 

 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! #263 #142 #132 

 Crown Him with Many Crowns #268 #151 #213 

 For All the Saints #326 #526 #425 

 How Great Thou Art #625 #467  

 Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee #629 #310 #401 

 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing #610 #466 #141 

 O Worship the King, All Glorious Above #  41 #476 #  26 

 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past #687 #210 #111 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 Gracious God, to you, we lift up our hearts. 

 Help us to know your ways in times of struggle and defeat. 

 Though we sin against you, we ask for your forgiveness that is sufficient for all. 

 We trust in your steadfast love, your grace, and your mercy, that give us hope. 

 Relieve us now of all that troubles our hearts, and guide us to be the joy that 

you desire in the world. 

 

(a time of silent prayer) 

 

Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

 By the grace and love of our Savior, Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 

 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 
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Affirmation 

 Great is the mystery of Faith: 

  Christ has died. 

  Christ is risen. 

  Christ will come again. 

 

Gloria Patri 

 

Scripture Lessons 

 1 Kings 19:1-4, 8-15a 

 Galatians 3:23-29 

 Luke 8:26-39 

 

Sermon 

(Focus the sermon on the theme and scripture, and the Mission Statement of 

Presbyterian Men) 

(Consider asking a man to preach, or men to assist in the sermon) 

 

Hymn (Suggestions for a hymn after the sermon) 

[GTG=Glory to God; TPH=The Presbyterian Hymnal; THB=The Hymnbook] 

 

   GTG TPH THB 

 Dear Lord and Father of Mankind #169 #345 #416 

 Faith of Our Fathers   #348 

 For All the Saints #326 #526 #425 

 Great Is Thy Faithfulness #  39 #276 

 Guide My Feet #741 #354 

 Hope of the World #734 #360 #291 

 Jesus Stand Among Us   #222 

 Lead On, O King Eternal! #269 447 #332 

 Lift High the Cross` #826 #371 

 Live into Hope #772 #332 

 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less #353 #379 #368  Rise Up, O Men of God   #352 

 The Church’s One Foundation #321 #442 #437 

 Will You Come and Follow Me #726 

 

Recognition of Church Man of the Year 

 

Prayers 

Offerings 
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Anthem 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

Closing Hymn (Suggestions for a closing hymn) 

[GTG=Glory to God; TPH=The Presbyterian Hymnal; THB=The Hymnbook] 

 

   GTG TPH THB 

 Crown Him with Many Crowns #268 #151 #213 

 Guide My Feet #741 #354 

 How Great Thou Art #625 #467  

 I, the Lord of Sea and Sky #  69 

 I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me #700 #369 

 I’ve Got Peace Like a River #623 

 Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness #314 

 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing #546 #538 #  79 

 May the God of Hope Go with Us #765 

 

Charge and Benediction 

 
Written by Charles Stanford 

Staff volunteer in the National office of NPMM 


