
Men of the Church Sunday – June 21, 2015 
Men of the Church Sunday:  The General Assembly has designated this Sunday 
in the Christian Year 2015 as a special Sunday to recognize the gifts and contributions to 
ministry that men make in every congregation and Council of the church, and to give thanks for 
the witness that they make in the home, the workplace, community, and church. 

Men of the Church Sunday is the Sunday usually recognized as Father’s Day.  The General 
Assembly intentionally planned for the Church to recognize the contributions of all men and not 
limit the celebration only to those who have children.  It includes single men, stepfathers, men 
who are unable to be with their children, and all other men who do not necessarily fit in these 
categories.  Regardless of their family situations, all men of the church are called by God to 
share their time, talents, spirit, and energies fulfilling their call to be disciples of Jesus Christ. 

On June 21, 2015, congregations are invited to celebrate “Men of the Church Sunday.”  This can 
be a day of thanksgiving as your congregation recognizes, rejoices, and renews its commitment 
to provide the vital ministries of men performing their unique Christian duties in the home, 
church, and community. 

The Mission Statement of National Presbyterian Men’s 
Ministry (NPMM):  “To equip and train all men to pursue the will of Jesus through:  
mission outreach; leadership; and discipleship.” 

As you plan the worship and fellowship events for the day, 
keep in mind the elements of the Mission Statement: 

• It is for all men. 
• It involves equipping and training 
• Its priority is “pursuing the will of Jesus” 
• It identifies three aspects of this pursuit:  mission outreach, leadership, and discipleship. 

 
The Lectionary Text for the Day: 
Mark 4:35-41  
35On that day, when evening had come, (Jesus) said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.”  
36And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was.  Other boats 
were with him.  37A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was 
already being swamped.  38But he was in the stern asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up, 
and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”  39He woke up and rebuked 
the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace!  Be still!”  Then the wind ceased and there was a dead 
calm.  40He said to them, “Why are you afraid?  Have you still no faith?”  41And they were filled 
with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey 
him?” 
 



The Theme:  “The Presence of Jesus Elicits Awe in the 
Believer.”—Mark 4:41:  “And they were filled with great awe and said to one 
another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 
 
Commentary:  The mysteries of the Christian faith make us, in the words of the old 
spiritual, “Tremble tremble, tremble!”  Our knees shake, our breathing becomes shallow, our 
minds contrive imaginations of grandeur in the holy places, our eyes see Jesus surrounded by 
angels, and not just seraphim but cherubim as well.  Awe!  It is the great conductor of faith, hope 
and love. 
 
That is what happened to the disciples in that windstorm on the sea when they thought the boat 
was about to be capsized.  They woke Jesus up from a deep sleep.  You know what they say 
about a good conscience:  you can sleep through almost anything, even a windstorm at sea.  
Jesus woke up.  I don’t know if he was startled.  He immediately realized what was happening, 
and he said, “Peace!  Be still!”  That’s what he said to the sea.  I don’t know what he said to the 
wind.  It only says he rebuked the wind, like a father, maybe, disciplining his teenaged son.  
“Behave yourself,” he could have said, and the wind and the sea, like the obedient children they 
were, immediately became still; and there was a dead calm. 
 
I do not know who these people were who were in the boat with him.  Mark is not clear about 
this.  However, he seems to distinguish between the crowds of people who were gathering to 
hear him and the twelve, whom he had picked to be his closest disciples in his work.  I sort of 
assume that these were, if not all of the twelve, at least some of them.  It is not told to us what 
they expected of him, but they knew that in this hour of their greatest peril, he was their only 
hope; so they said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 
 
Waking in response to this call from their fear, he acted immediately to allay their fear and still 
the storm.  Then, he addressed their fear:  “Why are you afraid?  Have you still no faith?”  They 
had no answer, for they were still awestruck!  “Who then is this,” they said among themselves, 
“that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 
 
How Can Presbyterians Celebrate Men of the Church 
Sunday?   
1. Be intentional in your invitation to celebrate and worship.   
 Focus on how men worship and fellowship and don’t be afraid of stereotypes. 

• Involve men in the worship service. 
• Include a men’s choir in the worship service. 
• Invite all men of the congregation and men from the community to worship. 
• Use more specific and directive language in the sermon; e.g. “Here’s what needs to be 

done,” emphasizing the need for men’s involvement in the mission and activities of the 
church. 

• Have a meal or fellowship time following worship; let the men be evident in the cooking 
and serving.   

 



2. Choose a man to honor as the “Church Man of the Year” in your congregation—
someone who has demonstrated his discipleship and leadership.  There’s a form to use on the 
NPMM website—www//pcusa.org/men—that will register your selection with NPMM and 
provide mission support to NPMM. 

 
3. Order of Worship 
  
 
Call to Worship 
 Jesus said, “Those who find their life will lose it, 
 And those who lose their life for my sake, will find it! 
 

Hymn of Praise   
(Select hymns for the various parts of the service; here are some suggestions) 
[GTG=Glory to God; TPH=The Presbyterian Hymnal; THB=The Hymnbook] 

 
   GTG TPH THB 
 
 Calm to the Waves #184 
 Come, Labor On #719 #415 #287 
 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing #475 #356 #379 
 Eternal Father, Strong to Save #    8 #562 #521 
 For the Beauty of the Earth #  14 #473 #    2 
 Give Thanks #647 
 Give Thanks to God Who Hears Our Cries #653 
 Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken #  81 #446 #434 
 God of Grace and God of Glory #307 #420 #358 
 Great Is Thy Faithfulness #  39 #276 
 How Firm a Foundation #463 #361 #369 
 How Very Good and Pleasant #398  
 I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art #624 #457 #144 
 I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord #310 #441 #435 
 In Christ There Is No East or West  #317 #440 #479(2nd) 
 In Christ There Is No East or West  #318 #439 #479(1st) 
 Jesus, Priceless Treasure #830 ##365 #414 
 Just as I Am, without One Plea #442 #370 #272 
 Lonely the Boat #185 #373 
 Now Thank We All Our God #643 #555 #    9 
 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing #610 #466 #141 
 O Look and Wonder #397 
 Praise, I Will Praise You, Lord #628 
 Sing Praise to God, Whose Mighty Acts #356 
 There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit #408 #398 
 Will You Come and Follow Me #726 
 
 



Prayer of Courage 
 
  

Jesus, Wonderful Savior, 
Humbly and joyfully, we praise you, 
                For you changed our lives! 
  
No more are we afraid, because you live within us. 
                You give us courage to face life and death, 
                And all that lies between them. 
  
No more are we alone, because you live with us 
                And call us to live together as men and women in community. 
  
No more are we strangers and outcasts, because you live among us, 
                And give us identity as your brothers and sisters 
                To love one another as you have loved us; 
  
With our new life and new hope, O Jesus, our Savior, 
Give us courage and faithfulness to be as good and strong  
As  you imagine us to be.  Amen. 

 
 
Affirmation and Assurance 
 Great is the mystery of Faith: 
  Christ has died. 
  Christ has risen. 
  Christ will come again. 
 
 O God our Defender, 
 Storms rage about us and cause us to be afraid. 
 Rescue your people from despair, 
 Deliver your sons and daughters from fear. 
 And preserve us all from unbelief, 
 Through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, 
 Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 One God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Gloria Patri 
 

Scripture Lessons” 
1 Samuel 17:40-49 



Psalm 134 
Mark 4:35-41  
 

Sermon 
(Focus the sermon on the theme and scripture, and the Mission Statement of Presbyterian Men) 
(Consider asking a man to preach, or men to assist in the sermon) 

Hymn (See above) 
 

Recognition of Church Man of the Year 
 

Prayers 
 

Offerings 
 

Anthem 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Closing Hymn (See above) 
 

Charge and Benediction 
Written by Charles Stanford 

Quoted items are from The Book of Common Worship 
© 1993 by Westminster/John Knox Press, Louisville,KY, used by permission, 

and adapted from the Sunday May 3, 2015 Bulletin of 
Central Presbyterian Church, Louisville, KY 

  


