
Hello, 
Thanks very much to the 57 of you that participated and the 45 of you that registered (or 
emailed me) but weren't able to participate. I trust that you learned something or had some 
insight during the hour! Please send any additional reflections or comments you may have… 
 

A)  As promised, I'm sending along the Powerpoint from Christine, which includes the 
slide from Andy Fisher as well (page 7) 
B)  Attached are Andy Fisher's notes from his presentation. (page 4) 
C)  You can download and listen/watch the Recording of the Q & A session (the earlier 
part was recorded over after the webinar software crashed. Sorry!) 
D)  Finally, below are Christine and Andy's answers to 3 of the questions attendees 
asked that we didn't have time to cover during the hour. Results from the Poll and Exit 
Survey are also below. (page 2) 

 
May you continue your work to bring equity, fairness and sustainability to the food system as 
we continue to work with people struggling against poverty! 
 
Best, andrew 
 
P.S. You can register for the January 13, 2014 Food & Fracking | Food Justice Webinar 
Register here 
 
Fracking and Food: The expansion of modern drilling and fracking across the 
country has resulted in environmental and public health problems and created 
serious risks to underground water resources, all of which affect farming and our food. 
Learn more about the connection between fracking and the food system below. 
• Fracking and the Food System 
• How Fracking Impacts Local Food 
• The Surprising Connection Between Food and Fracking 
• Food Supply Dangers from Fracking 
• Fracking Our Food Supply 
• Chefs for the Marcellus: Fracking in the News 
• Fracking with our food: how gas drilling affects farming 
 
 

 
 



Questions We Didn’t Get to on Webinar 
1.  I really like Andy's idea of place regulations on aid organizations. 
How would you go about implementing these regulations of having x 
amount of food come from sustainable sources, etc? 
 I was actually referring not to aid organizations but to federal food programs. There's $100 
billion going out in nutrition programs. That money could be used to revitalize local and 
regional food systems rather than to the pockets of agri-business shareholders. Some of this 
happens currently through farm to school, EBT usage at farmers markets etc, but on a very 
micro-level.  
 
There would need to be major changes in the way programs are run, investments in 
infrastructure and getting more farmers on the land, as well as figuring out how to deal with the 
economic dislocation that removing billions from the current food supply chain would create. 
It would be a long term project that would require benchmarks and policy goals across 
administrations. It would require the political will and the public support for this kind of 
change. Not easy stuff when there is so much money at stake. Maybe it would have to be 
piloted in certain states and/or certain programs. 
 
 I don't have a real good answer yet as to how this would happen. It would entail a complex 
feasibility study. I am writing a chapter on this topic in my forthcoming book, Hunger 
Incorporated., and will start on it in early 2014.  
 
So, sorry if this sounds like a cop-out, but stay tuned. (From Andy Fisher) 
 
2.  How do we build upon the institutional strengths of food banks to 
build stronger movements for economic and social justice? 
And how do we message the importance of increasing food stamp 
funding while simultaneously pushing for public policies that address 
the root causes of poverty, hunger, public health, broken food systems 
and racism? 
The Demeter Group, which Joel Berg helped start, is an attempt, to the best of my knowledge 
to build a stronger network of anti-hunger groups, with an emphasis on building its grassroots 
base. Similarly, the Closing the Hunger Gap conference that happened in Tucson brought 
together a few hundred progressive food banks. Coming out of that meeting is a staffed process 
that will organize food banks toward social justice, health and food systems. Both of these 
processes need to succeed, and to influence such stalwarts of the anti-hunger movement such 
as FRAC and Feeding America to dedicate more attention and resources to supporting 
grassroots organizing.  
 
Through examples and success stories, we all need to encourage a change in perception of 
what it means to be a food bank. Lisa Pino the new ED of a food bank in AZ says her work 
will be about creating lasting food security, not just handouts. Slowly these changes can seep 



into the consciousness of mainstream food banks such that the definition and expectations of 
what it means to be a food bank is about fostering economic justice. They can be codified into 
the contracts between Feeding America and its affiliates. And Feeding America can reward 
food banks for going down this path rather than just for being efficient food distributors.  
 
Sixty thousand food pantries can be a huge power base for policy change. In NY, Hunger 
Action Network of NY State is a good model of an organization that represents anti-hunger 
providers and is deeply entrenched in social justice politics. Whether they can be replicated in 
other less liberal places is to be seen. 
 
Messaging has never been my strength. But, I'd suggest two approaches to this question. First, 
we contextualize food stamp funding as part of a broader set of changes that need to happen to 
make people food secure, or to address the underlying causes of food insecurity. I like talking 
about the right to food, as it addresses many of the food system issues as well. It's a slow 
educational process with this language though, as it can alienate those concerned about the 
government's role. Second, through joining in coalition with others working on these broad 
issues mentioned, we can identify common language that cuts across these issues, ideally that 
is values-based and speaks to a vision of the type of society we collectively desire. (from Andy 
Fisher) 
 
3.  Is there any concern that raising the minimum wage will result in 
companiespassing along costs to consumers, and thereby reduce the net 
impacts from higher wages? 
Bread for the World’s next Hunger Report, Ending Hunger in America, will have a lot of good 
information on raising the minimum wage. The report will be released November 25 and we 
encourage you to check it out at www.hungerreport.org. If the minimum wage is raised, 
naturally labor costs will be passed on to consumers. The more important question is how 
much will that be? In the Hunger Report, we cite a study by Demos on raising wages in the 
retail sector, which, after food service, has the highest number of low-wage workers. The study 
proposes a minimum salary of $25,000 for full-time work, which translates into roughly a 
wage of  $12.50 per hour. The author focused on retailers with more than 1,000 employees (for 
perspective, Walmart has 2 million employees). The author determined that it would cost less 
than 1 percent of a firm’s annual sales and if costs were passed on to consumers, the average 
household would spend just 15 cents more per shopping trip. The other industry that is worth 
looking at would be food service. Restaurant Opportunities Center United and University of 
California published a report after Harkin sponsored a bill for a $10.10 min. wage. The study 
found, both away and at home, average households would spend about 10 cents more per day 
for food. So the answer to your question, at least for retail and food service, is the costs would 
be nominal. (from Christine Meléndez Ashley) 
  
 
 
 



RESULTS FROM WEBINAR POLL & EXIT SURVEY 
Most Effective Ways to End Hunger  
(attendee poll; exceeds 100% since attendees were asked to choose 2): 
(1) Increase funding for federal nutrition programs – 20%  
(2) Individuals, churches and nonprofit anti–hunger groups increase efforts – 3%  
(3) Increase minimum wage to a living wage – 98%  
(4) Remove the influence of corporations in politics and policy making – 80% 
(5) Other – 22%  (including support for urban ag/community gardens) 
 
 
Webinar Topics people would participate in (from exit survey): 
Food Justice Movement Building – 21 
Food Sovereignty and Agroecology – 18 
Fracking and Food – 15 
Rights of Mother Earth | Defense of the Commons – 14 
	  
	  
Who Cares About Food Stamps? Webinar from Presbyterian 
Hunger Program ~ Notes from Presentation by Andy Fisher	  
 
Overview of how Food Stamps fits in broader anti-hunger and food systems 
work  
 

• Food stamps one of 13 federal food programs. Largest by far. 
• About $100 billion distributed through these programs. 
• Provides critical resources to communities and individuals, but far from only 

solution 
• Communities face numerous other food system problems such as lack of 

healthy food – lack of SMs, plethora of fast food/junk food outlets; 
disappearing knowledge of cooking and food prep skills and time; 
disconnection to source of food; lack of jobs and poor wages 

• Numerous community responses have evolved over time along with smaller 
federal programs, related to urban ag, farm to school, direct marketing, 
nutrition education, community kitchens, job training, healthy corner stores, 
initiatives to bring in supermarkets. 

• Best way to think about food stamps is to realize that it dwarfs commodity 
subsidies by 7 or 8 times.  5 of every 6 dollars of food stamps goes into 
supermarkets. Walmart captures 18%. Think about how nutrition programs 
bolster a dysfunctional food system, or their potential to fund a new more 
equitable healthier food system. 

 
 
 



Analysis of anti-hunger work – limitations, and the potential to distract from 
addressing root causes 
 

• Let’s be frank. Every time someone says- and I read it constantly in the news 
and hear it constantly from the mouths of anti-hunger leaders- “Food banks 
can’t make up for the cuts in SNAP,” we’re playing into the hands of the Right. 
That statement is a response to the question, “Can’t charity make up for the cuts 
in the government’s provision. “ The cuts we’re seeing now and have been 
seeing for years are blowback from the growth of food banking. Its very success 
creates an alternative to which the Right can point and say—look there’s an 
ideologically attractive way to deal with problem.” 

• Recognize that term “hunger” and “anti-hunger” are double-edged swords. 
Hunger mobilizes people to care. People feel it to be a moral outrage, so they 
volunteer, donate, or in a few cases speak up politically. Yet it creates a mental 
map of food being the problem and food being the solution. That is why the 
first thing people think about with hunger is charity. Emergency food system 
and hunger are intertwined in people’s mind.  

• Hunger is downstream. It’s a symptom of a broader problem, namely poverty. 
So, solutions get built around the symptom instead of the broader problem, and 
in doing so it perpetuates the problem. Need these solutions, but also need to 
do holistically with upstream solutions- to prevent hunger not just treat it. 

• Anti-hunger movement very focused on the safety net and on defending the 
government’s role in providing for people through that function. 
Understandable. That has been under siege by the Right. But, ignores 
government’s role and civil society’s role in regulating the market. Have 
ignored corporation’s role in causing hunger through globalization, low wages, 
poor benefits and irregular hours. Every anti-hunger advocate will tell you the 
number one solution to hunger is jobs, but few work on minimum wage.  So, 
there’s a disconnect. 

• Anti-hunger work can often be very siloed- by programs, by population (e.g. 
kids or seniors), and not integrated into other aspects of community 
development, anti-poverty, public heath and food systems change. Leads to 
partial solutions. 

• Hunger framework allows hunger causers to appear to be allies, such as large 
corporations as walmart, conagra and arbys. They can support food banks with 
food and money, as well as SNAP- because it benefits their bottom line 
(through subsidizing workers and capturing sales). It’s not a problem nor a 
solution that causes them to change their business practices to pay their 
workers better so they are more food secure.  

• Hunger is business as usual for Corporate America as it just allows them to 
enhance their image and to capture big bucks. 

 
 
 
 
 



What is the vision we should be moving toward to end hunger in U.S.? 
 

• Anti-hunger work has been much too narrow. Much too focused on food, and 
on certain roles of the government in operating safety net programs. Much too 
focused on the dollars. Its analysis and methods are old school—coming from 
60s and 70s.  

• Need new thinking, new alliances, new coalitions.  
• Holding down the fort in a very defensive posture from onslaught of the 

barbarians.  
• Been advocating for 20 years that hunger work needs to take into account food 

systems concerns. Lots of success to point to. 
• Need for more attention beyond food- jobs, wages, childcare, housing, etc, but 

also within food need to address things in a way that promotes public health 
and sustainable food systems.  

• See anti-hunger work as being at intersection of econ. justice, public health and 
food systems and within a community framework.  (See 1st Slide BELOW) 

• One way this might be manifested would be if all federal food programs were 
mandated to be at the highest nutritional standards and a certain percentage of 
the $100 billion spent on them was from regional and family-scale sustainable 
food production.  
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SNAP and the Farm Bill 

Christine Meléndez Ashley, Policy Analyst 
cashley@bread.org  



Food Stamp History	  
•  1939-1943 – First Food Stamp Program 

•  1960’s – Pilot program  

•  1970’s – Program goes nationwide 

•  1980’s – Cutbacks followed by improvements 

•  1990’s – Welfare reform and modernization 

•  2008 – Farm bill changed name to SNAP and 
improved program 

•  2009 – ARRA benefit boost 

•  2012/2013 – Farm Bill and budget negotiations. 
ARRA benefit boost expiration 



Who’s on SNAP?	  

•  47 million Americans 
Ø  Nearly half are children 
Ø  A quarter are elderly or disabled 
Ø  85 percent have income below poverty 

line ($22,050 for family of 4) 

•  Average SNAP households: 
Ø  Gross monthly income $744 
Ø  Countable resources, or assets $331 

•  Average Benefit: $1.40 per person, per meal 



Senate Farm Bill	  

•  Farm bill passed 66-27 and 
included: 

Ø  $4 billion in SNAP cuts 
 

•  Impact 

Ø  450,000 households 
could lose about $90 a 
month in benefits 

 



House Nutrition Bill	  
•  Farm Bill Attempt #3 

Ø  Cut $40 billion from 
SNAP. PASSED 217-210. 

•  Impact 

Ø  Nearly 4 million people 
off the program 

Ø  210,000 children lose 
free school meals 

Ø  Reduced benefits for 
850,000 households 

 
 



Next Steps	  

•  Current farm law expired 
Sept. 30 

•  Conference committee 

•  Budget negotiations? 

•  Extension? 




