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 Globalization is a ‘trend’ and a ‘project’ 

 

 Trend: The narrowing of physical distances between 

peoples and growing interdependence of countries, 

representing an unstoppable course of history mainly 

due to astonishing advances in science and 

technology. 

 

 Project: Global capitalism, or the application of the 

ideas and institutions of the market economy to the 

world as a whole. It is actively pursued by the United 

States and a number of other governments and by the 

economic and financial elites of the world. 

 



 The ‘project’ can also be termed as ‘corporate 

globalization’ as as this project is essentially led 

and directed by multinational corporations to 

maximize their profit. They come to have 

unregulated political power, exercised through 

multilateral trade agreements and unregulated 

financial markets. 

 



CORPORATE GLOBALIZATION 

 It restraints nation states from protecting the 

rights, interests and well being of its citizens. 

 

 It reduces the functions of the state to that of 

protecting the interests of the investors, the 

corporations. 

  

 It thwarts genuine democratic processes; it 

reduces democracy to periodic elections; once 

elected, the people’s representatives are made to 

implement the designs of WTO and World Bank, 

essentially the corporations. 



CORPORATE GLOBALIZATION AND 

INDIAN FARMERS 

 60% of the Indian population, two thirds of India, 

lives on farming or farm related occupation, 

either as small and marginal farmers, or as farm 

labour. 

 

 Marginal Farmer’ means a farmer cultivating (as 

owners or tenant or share cropper) agricultural 

land up to 1 hectare or 2.5 acres.  

 

 ‘Small Farmers means a farmer cultivating (as 

owner or tenant or share cropper) agricultural 

land of more than 1 to 2 hectares.’ 

 

 



SOME FACTS 

 

 86% of India’s work force is in the unorganized 

sector which includes those who are self 

employed as small and marginal farmers, farm 

labour and those who run small retail shops.  

 

 77% of Indian population lives on less than 20 

rupees per day, which is less than half a US 

dollar 



 

 

 

 The objective of the Indian state is to reduce this 

farm dependent population to 30% which means 

that the state is going in for corporatization of 

farming; it also means throwing the large 

number of farming population into joblessness 

and utter penury. 

 

 



FARMER’S SUICIDES 

 India has seen over a quarter of a million 

farmers’ suicides between 1995 and 2010. 

Causes of farmer suicides 

 Increased cost of agricultural input 

 Crop failures due to company supplied seeds that 

do not stand hostile weather condition 

 Unpredictable weather changes due to global 

warming,  

 Fall in price of agricultural commodities due to 

cheap imports  



GREEN REVOLUTION AND ITS 

CONSEQUENCES 

 

 Traditional seeds were supplanted by high 

yielding hybrid seeds 

 Increasing inputs: chemical fertilizers, pesticides 

and water 

 Increasing cost and dependence on external 

inputs 

 Mono-cropping and cash cropping 

 Increased risk of crop failure 

 

 



GREEN REVOLUTION AND ITS 

CONSEQUENCES 

 

 

 What the farmers cherished as a free gift of the 

mother earth and bounty of God has become a 

commodity. Human aviaries have destroyed the 

integrity of creation and brought death and 

suffering to this creation.  



THE STORY OF SECOND GREEN 

REVOLUTION: THE STORY SINCE 1990 

 The period of structural adjustment and the 

opening up of Indian economy to corporate 

globalization 

 India to open its seed sector to global 

corporations like Cargill, Monsanto, and 

Syngenta.  

 A steady increase in the cost of production of 

agricultural commodities 

 Dramatic fall in their prices due to the free trade 

policies of WTO.  



IMPLEMENTATION OF WTO DESIGNS 

 Withdrawal of subsidies to farm inputs like seed, 

water, electricity, fertilizers and pesticides 

resulting in increased cost of inputs 

 Dramatic fall in prices of farm products due to 

WTO rules allowing cheap imports or dumping.  

 Example: U.S. soya beans are cheap not because 

of cheap production but because of subsidies. The 

U.S government pays $ 193 per ton to US Soya 

farmers, which artificially lowers the price of the 

US soya beans. Imagine the consequences of 

dumping of Soya into Indian market 



IMPLEMENTATION OF WTO DESIGNS 

History of seed alienation 

 

 2004 seed bill passed by the Indian parliament  

 It was meant to protect the interests of big 

business, to keep farmers’ seeds out of the 

market and to discourage small seed dealers and 

producers. 

 It also allowed the registration of GM seeds 



IMPLEMENTATION OF WTO DESIGNS 

History of seed alienation 

 The new patent law, passed by the parliament to 

suit the demands of TRIPS (Trade Related 

Intellectual Property Rights) 

 

Crucial change: 

 The inclusion of patenting of life forms 



HISTORY OF SEED ALIENATION 

 

 This further facilitated the alienation of seeds 

and total dependence of Indian farmers on seeds 

produced by corporations through biopiracy.  

 

 Biopiracy refers to the appropriation of 

traditional knowledge and genetic resources, 

particularly plant and other biological resources, 

specific to a people or region  without permission 

from and with little or no compensation to the 

community and then, using them for profit.  



HISTORY OF SEED ALIENATION 

 

 Monsanto and its associates have a market share 

of 43% for the sale of seeds in general and 93% 

market share for the sale of cotton seed alone. 

 

 Despite India’s stringent regulatory frame work, 

Monsanto and its affiliates exert major influence 

to introduce ever greater number of genetically 

modified crops in India.  

 



HISTORY OF SEED ALIENATION 

 

 

Plant species developed through GM 

became part of patent laws. 

 

 Serious ethical questions have been raised 

regarding the patenting of life forms.  

 God is the creator of life; Erath and its fullness 

and all that is living in it belongs to God 

 How far we can play Gods 

 



HISTORY OF SEED ALIENATION 

 
 

 The attempts to water down the regulatory frame 

work on Genetic seeds and foods by creating a 

single authority, whose decision cannot be 

challenged: Biotechnology Regulatory Authority 

of India (BRAI) 



THE US INFLUENCE IN ALL THIS : 
THE US-INDIA AGRICULTURAL KNOWLEDGE 

INITIATIVE (AKI),  

 

The members of the AKI Advisory Board 

representing the US: 

 

 Monsanto, Wal-Mart and Archer Daniels 

Midland Co 

 Their interests will have sway over agricultural 

education, research, and dissemination of 

knowledge 

 



THE US INFLUENCE IN ALL THIS : 

THE US-INDIA AGRICULTURAL KNOWLEDGE 

INITIATIVE (AKI) 

 

 Multinational companies with records of 

exploitation and unethical business practices 

world over will now decide the priorities of 

education, training, research and dissemination 

of knowledge between India and the US with 

Indian scholars and scientist acting as their neo-

colonial agents.  

 



THE US INFLUENCE IN ALL THIS : 

THE US-INDIA AGRICULTURAL KNOWLEDGE 

INITIATIVE (AKI) 

 

 

 As part of the AKI, the US government is 

pressurizing India to open its retail industry for 

foreign direct investment (FDI) 

 This means Wal-Martization of Indian retail 

Industry 

 



RETAIL INDUSTRY IN INDIA: SOME FACTS 

 The Indian retail industry is the means of 

livelihood for 40 million people in the self-

employed, unorganized sector. 

 

 The overwhelming portion of retail trade — 98 

per cent — is through the unorganised sector, a 

euphemism for sales done through tiny family-

owned shops, roadside eateries, kiosks at street 

corners, and hawkers and street vendors plying 

their wares on pushcarts. 



RETAIL INDUSTRY IN INDIA: SOME FACTS 

 

 

 The farmers' groups believe that the monopolistic 

buying power of the large retailers would further 

weaken the marginal farmers' position, resulting 

in lower share of value to them, dictating the 

production techniques and output by the larger 

retailers 

 There is stiff resistance to this move in India 



UNETHICAL LOBBYING 

 Lastly, corporate globalization works through co-

opting our intellectuals and scholars; through 

colonization of minds. 

 US-India Agricultural Knowledge Initiative 

 Ford Foundation is providing assistance for 

policy research and analysis to Members of 

Parliament in India 

 Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Assistance 

for Researches in the area of GE. Etc.-- 



HOPE FOR THE JOURNEY 

 Facilitating Popular Movements Against GM 

seeds and foods 

 

 Co-opting the health conscious Indian middle 

class also in this struggle 

 

 Encouraging farmers groups to go in for more 

sustainable and organic alternatives 

 

 Encouraging farmers to produce, preserve, and 

distribute traditional varieties of seed 



HOPE FOR THE JOURNEY 

 Encouraging them to go in for multi-cropping and 

crop varieties that would ensure food security 

and nutritional requirements 

 

 Popularizing the threat posed by GM seeds and 

foods  to the bio-diversity of the country 

 

 Pressurizing State governments to declare their 

states as GM free: prohibiting the field trials of 

GM seeds 

 



HOPE FOR THE JOURNEY 

 

 

 Hunger is more a problem of distribution of what 

is available to us than a problem of food 

production: 

 I/3 of Indian population is dying of hunger while 

60 million tons of grains are rotting in the store-

houses of India. They do not have the purchasing 

capacity to buy food.  

 



HOPE FOR THE JOURNEY 

 

 It is here that the offering of the poor lad in the 

story of the five thousand becomes significant. 

 

 This is the heart of the story of feeding the five 

thousand.  



HOPE FOR THE JOURNEY 

 Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the powers of this dark world and against 

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

realms” that spread death and destruction tover 

the whole creation.  

 

 This requires that we put on the armaments of 

faith. It means to expose them and exorcise them 

in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 


