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Population living on  

$1 or $2 per day 

> $2 per
day

More or
way
more

• Approximately 

three billion living 

on less than $2 

per day 

• Of those, 1.3 

billion people 

live on $1 or less 

per day 



Food Situation 

Hungry
People

Not
Hungry
or
Overfed

• World Population = 

7 billion 

• Hungry People = 1 

billion 

• More than 1 billion 

people overfed *  

 
* In U.S. - $147 billion in obesity-related health costs 

 



Money spent on food 

• Food prices have increased 

dramatically. 

• People living on $2 or less spend 

between 50 - 80% on food. 

• U.S. - people spend a little less 

than 10% of income on food 



No food shortage 

Food production has kept up with 
population growth so far 

• The challenge will be to keep 
apace with population in the future 

• By 2030, we may need about 50% 
more food production  ~ no ~ food 
available for people to eat! 



Where do the crops go? 

LIVESTOCK  &  AGROFUELS 

 

More than 1/3rd of grain produced 
in the world goes to livestock 

 

US: 38% of corn crop used for 
ethanol (4.3 Billion bushels) 

 

Remainder for food to eat 



Eating is central in the Bible 

• First human sin: an eating violation 

• Eating is where we interface daily and 

directly with God and God’s creation. 

• Sunshine (grace), water (grace), food 

(grace, sweat and radah--skilled 

mastery) 

• Food chain: stewardship of each other 

• Farming/fishing: stewardship of Creation 

 



What might God’s food 

system look like? 

Food for all ~ 
• Healthy and life-giving nutrition 

• Produced ecologically 

• Eaten in gratitude and with joy 

• Responsive in times of critical shortages 
and famines 

• Produced and shared in ways that ensure 
future generations can feed themselves 

 

 



Food Security 

• Food security is about access to safe 

and healthy food, but doesn’t take 

into account the social & 

environmental impacts of how and by 

whom the food is produced, 

processed and marketed.  

• Food sovereignty looks at the people 

and the system . . . 



Systems Thinking 

We can't solve problems by using the 
same kind of thinking we used when 
we created them.    ~ Albert Einstein 

 

 
Problems cannot be solved by the level 

of awareness that created them 
 
Need to move from binary, linear 

thinking to systems thinking 



Dominant Food System 

Corporate 
Mandate 
& Greed 

Economic 
Exploita-

tion 

Consoli-
dated 
Power 

Power 
Shapes 
Policies 

Loss of 
Family 
Farms 

Control of 
Seeds, 

Inputs & 
Land 

Environ-
mental 

Degrada-
tion 



Food Sovereignty 

People 

1)Have right to define their own food 

and agriculture systems 

2)Determine domestic farm production 

and trade to achieve their development 

objectives  

3)Strengthen their self-reliance and 

security 



In Food Sovereignty… 

• Farmers receive a fair price, and 

farmworkers and food chain workers 

are paid and treated well 

• 1st priority is to store and distribute 

food for local consumption, not as a 

commodity on the global market  

• Producers and communities maintain 

control over land, water, seeds and 

other resources 



Food Sovereignty/Justice 

- right to fresh foods by all residents 

- elimination of food deserts 

- taking back control (democracy) 

- justice for farm workers and other 

workers in the food system 



PHP and Food Justice 

~ in the U.S. 

People Power 

•Support for congregations doing food justice 

work 

•Connecting people of faith with others doing 

food justice work 

•Food Justice Fellows 

•Anti-Hunger Empowerment Corps VISTAs – 

local & national 

 









Food Sovereignty  
Democratizing the food system  

People’s right to healthy and culturally appropriate food produced 

through ecologically sound and sustainable methods, and their right 

to define their own food and agriculture systems. 



Struggle for the future of 

agriculture, and Africa is the 

battleground 
 

versus 

Agroecological Food Production 



New “Green” Revolution for 

Africa 

» Promoting high-tech, industrial 

agriculture model: 
» Biotechnology (GMOs), hybrid seeds 

requiring irrigation, fertilizer, pesticides 

» Productivity seriously drops when 

complete (expensive) package not 

available 



Agroecological Food Production 

» Sustainable and organic 

approaches 

» Conservation farming 

» Sustainable fishing 

» Support needed to scale up 



• 2007 study - U of Michigan, 

comparing data from almost 100 

studies of conventional and sustainable 

agriculture, concluded that a 

worldwide switch to organics could 

actually increase global food 

production by as much as 50% -- 

enough to feed a population of 9 

billion people without any additional 

land.  



Food security or food 

sovereignty? 

Case study: Haiti 



HAITI 
• After 2010 earthquake that killed 

more than 300,000 people, Monsanto 
sent hybrid seeds “to help” 

• Many farmers saw them as a threat to 
their traditional seeds and burned 
them 

• MPP is working on traditional ways of 
saving their own local seeds that they 
know and trust better 

• Working with Haitians in old & new 
models of gardening that are natural 
and sustainable 

• ‘Train the trainers’ and gradually build 
infrastructure (cisterns/mini-silos) 



Food Sovereignty  
Democratizing the food system  

People’s right to healthy and culturally appropriate food produced 

through ecologically sound and sustainable methods, and their right 

to define their own food and agriculture systems. 



Food Security 

Food Security views hunger as a lack of food and 

advocates for more production, increased government 

aid, and encourages voluntary, charitable donation.  

Big NGOs with projects on the ground  



Community Food Security 

Community Food Security views hunger as a systemic 

problem and proposes alternative food system 

structures that improve equity throughout the food 

chain. The root cause of hunger is a loss of communal 

social relations. Community Food Security advocates 

for government to reform existing structures to rebuild 

local economies to create jobs and health, such as 

Farm to School and money to support the Food and 

Farm Bill.  

Smaller NGOs and advocacy groups 



Food Justice 

Food Justice views hunger as a result of unjust social 

dynamics including racism, sexism, homophobia, and 

classism. Food justice advocates for policies which 

rebalance food systems in terms of social inequalities, 

such as government support for farmers of color, 

marginalized communities of color with poor food 

access, and exploited workers.  

Grassroots, community-based groups, largely of color 



Food Sovereignty 

Food Sovereignty views hunger as a problem related 

to the control of food systems, not just that they are 

broken (as in CFS) or that they exploit certain groups 

(as in Food Justice). In Food Sovereignty, resources 

and policies are directed at returning control of food 

systems to communities and regions (and to the 

nation when faced with global market and power 

structures that would compromise democratic and 

local control of food systems).  

Social movements, largely agrarian, largely from the 

Global South 



Health & Healthy Eating 

- nutritious, fresh foods as part 

of healthy diet 

- teaching children healthy 

eating habits early on 

- regular exercise in fresh air 





Local Economic Activity 

- circulating local dollars (multiplier 

effect) 

- employment & job training 

- small farm businesses are relatively 

easy to start 





Environmental Sustainability 

- reduced transport cost 

- reduced cold storage 

- reduced packaging 

- sustainable urban design (heat island 

effect, storm water, resource 

conservation) 





Stewardship of Land 

- family farmers retain farm and 

land 

- urban sprawl limited land 

remains in the hands of people 

- vacant plots used for food and 

beauty 

 

 





Community & Quality of 

Life 

- greater sense of place 

- different generations working 

together 

- bringing beauty to 

neighborhoods 





From Understanding to 

Caring 

- God’s creation as sacred 

- regaining agrarian values and 

behaviors 

 





Food Justice 

- access to fresh foods by all 

residents 

- elimination of food deserts 

- taking back control (democracy) 

- justice for farm workers and other 

workers in the food system 







Food Sovereignty 

Connections 

1) Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance: 
Food for Life Campaign 

2) WCC: Life-Giving Agriculture 

3) Covenanting for Justice in the 
Economy and the Earth 

4) Food & Farm Justice Consultation 

 

 



Food Sovereignty Connections 

5) Strong Social Movements –  

•Local food economy building (urban ag, 
direct marketing, food hubs) 

•US Food Sovereignty Alliance 
(Land/resource grabs & reform; 
Immigration & trade; Defense of the 
Commons) 

•Uniting Food Movements(EAA, Food 
Sov. Alliance, Via Campesina, CFS-
CSM) 


