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Reuben Mathies is the facilitator of the Barlin Farmers Association in Roseville, Montserrado County,  

Liberia.  After the civil war ended in 2003, villagers like Reuben felt the pressure to become self-reliant in 

order to survive and emerge from the chaos of post-war Liberia.   

 

The West Africa Initiative (WAI) received a Cents-Ability grant this year from the Presbyterian Hunger 

Program.  The WAI provides training and tools to help villagers like Reuben successfully cultivate and 

manage farms shared among community members.  They grow rice, corn, vegetables, and peanuts and pro-

duce honey.  Half of the food produced is eaten by the farmers and their families.  Part of what is left is 

sold at the market and the rest is kept as seed for the next planting season.  This initiative includes manage-

ment training of rural development facilitators, training of farmers and small grants to support community 

based groups in their food production activities.  The philosophy that guides the program includes an exit 

strategy that places community control at its center.  This necessitates the building strong local community 

organizations as the institutions that will maintain and operate the program when external assistance ends.  

In addition to providing the village with the right resources to construct its own security net, starting with 

food, villagers say the WAI has given them hope.  From this hope, they are building their own future. 

 

Your gifts to Cents-Ability (H000107) and General Hunger (H999999) make a real differ-

ence in the lives of people like Mathies and his community in Liberia.  Each nickel and 

penny that was donated allowed the Presbyterian Hunger Program to give nearly $300,000 

in grants.  Many presbyteries use their Cents-Ability money for local hunger projects.  

When sent to the PHP office, half of the funds raised for Cents-Ability go to national 

projects and half are used for international projects.  For a complete list of projects fund-

ed by Cents-Ability and to learn more about starting a Cents-Ability program please vis-

it www.pcusa.org/centsability. 

Presbyterian Church (USA)  
100 Witherspoon Street 

Louisville, KY 40202 
www.pcusa.org/hunger 
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