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The Presbyterian Mission Agency Board Executive Committee reports for information its activities since 

the Board Executive Committee meeting of April, 2013. (Please note – Appendices to Minutes are not 

attached. They are kept with the Office Record and are available upon request.)  

 

This report covers activities of the Executive Committee Meetings on June 12, 2013, June 24, 2013, 

August 1-3, 2013 and September 4, 2013.  

 

June 12, 2013 

The Executive Committee: 

1. VOTED to ratify the following appointments by the chair: 

A. Board Nominating and Governance Subcommittee: 

1. Steve Aeschbacher, chair (Class of 2014) 

2. Jan Dowlearn (Class of 2015) 

3. Chad Herring (Class of 2015) 

4. Kears Pollock (Class of 2014) 

5. Marianne Rhebergen (Class of 2014) 

6. Wendy Tajima (Class of 2015) 

 

B. San Gabriel Task Team: 

 Dave Dawson (mission pastor) 

 David Shinn (Board member) 

 

Background:  In 2011, the GAMC Executive Committee voted to approve the formation of a task 

team to review the Report of the Task Force to Respond to San Gabriel Overtures (206th General 

Assembly Minutes, pp. 246-249) and make a recommendation of a new system to bring the San 

Gabriel process into the 21
st
 Century. 

 

The above persons have been appointed to replace two of the original members who can no longer 

serve on this team. 

 

Other members on this Task Team are: 

 

 Mark Englund-Krieger 

 Nancy Cavalcante 

 Amgad Beblawi 

 

Members being replaced are: 

 Clark Cowden (Board member) 

 Laurie Jaworski (mission pastor) 

 

 

2. VOTED to ratify the appointment of Mary C. Baskin as chair of the Audit Committee. 

Background: 
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At the April 2013 meeting the Board voted to suspend Appendix 1, Section VI. C.4. of the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency Manual of Operations, “Board voting members completing at least two 

consecutive years on a committee are eligible for election as committee chair” for the April 2013 

meeting with the following recommendation: 

Voting members of the Classes of 2014 through 2016, who have served at least one year on the 

Board, will be eligible for election as chair or vice chair of the committee of which they are 

currently a member. 

 

The Audit Committee has six members: 

 Three are Board voting members.  

 One member is appointed by the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly. 

  Two are at-large members nominated by the General Assembly Nominating Committee for 

special expertise and elected by the General Assembly. 

 

The chair of the Audit Committee must be a Board voting member. Only one of the three Board 

voting members was eligible for election as chair, and that member was not present for the April 

meeting. In order to provide options for the committee’s election, the Audit Committee considered all 

Board voting members as eligible and elected Mary C. Baskin as chair. 

 

This action served to ratify that election since it was conducted outside of the provisions established 

by the Board when it suspended the rules. 

 

June 24, 2013 

 

1. The Executive Committee VOTED to confirm the appointment of Ruling Elder Earline B. Williams 

as Deputy Executive Director of Shared Services for the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

2. The Executive Committee of the Board of Directors of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A 

Corporation (“Corporation”) VOTED to elect the listed officer of the Corporation effective July 22, 

2013, to serve for a period of one (1) year or until her death, resignation, removal, until a successor is 

elected or until her employment status with the Corporation is terminated: 

 

Earline B. Williams – Executive Vice President/Chief Financial Officer   

 

Background:   The Fall meeting of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation 

(“Corporation”) is the meeting at which corporate officers are elected.  Pursuant to the bylaws, 

corporate officers are elected for one-year terms except the President.  Due to Earline B. Williams 

being hired on July 22, 2013, it is appropriate to elect Earline B. Williams as Executive Vice 

President/Chief Financial Officer at this time in order for her to start her duties as such named 

officer.  

 

3. The Executive Committee VOTED to approve the following resolutions: 

 

RESOLVED, that the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.), A Corporation (“PCUSA”) hereby adopts the attached Organization Resolution required by 

Vanguard and authorizes the opening of an account for the purpose of receiving a donor gift to 

PCUSA from the donor’s Vanguard account. 

 

RESOLVED, FURTHER, that the officers of PCUSA are authorized to liquidate the gift received 

and close the account as they deem appropriate. 
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Background: 

Presbyterian World Mission was named as a beneficiary of an account held by Vanguard.  Vanguard 

requires that an account be set-up by Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation to receive the 

donor’s gift. 

 

 

August 1-3, 2013 

 

The Executive Committee held its annual retreat in conjunction with the Big Tent event in order to 

consolidate travel expenses since they were also scheduled to meet with representatives from Mid 

Councils for the biennial consultation. There was no business considered at this meeting. Highlights of 

the retreat included the following: 

 Update on the Mission Work Plan 

 Conversation with the new Deputy Executive Director for Shared Services and Chief Financial 

Officer 

 Discussion around Board effectiveness, governance and leadership 

 Planning for the 2014 General Assembly Emphasis 

 

September 4, 2013 

 

The Executive Committee: 

1. VOTED to approve the agendas for the September 2013 meetings of the Executive Committee and 

Presbyterian Mission Agency Board (Appendix 1). 

 

2. VOTED to approve the assignment of business to committees as submitted (Appendix 2). 

 
3. Acting on behalf of the Board between meetings, appointed Michael Hooper to replace Simon Park 

on the board of the Southern Presbyterian Mission in Japan (“Japan Mission”). 

 

If Mr. Hooper is not yet qualified to serve because of constitutional requirements, Ann Moore to 

occupy this seat until the amended constitution is approved by the Japanese government authorities 

and, at which time, Michael Hooper will be appropriately seated in such seat. 

 

Background: 
The Southern Presbyterian Mission in Japan has a Board of Trustees of seven members. Per the 

constitution of the organization, those members are to be selected by existing trustees and approved 

by the PCUSA.  

 

In the current, government approved Constitution of the Southern Presbyterian Mission in Japan, the 

trustees are selected, “from among mission personnel sent by the PCUSA to work with partner 

churches in Japan as well as from among the board of directors of Yodogawa Christian Hospital.” 

 

Because of the decrease in PCUSA mission personnel in Japan to populate the board, an amendment 

to the constitution was proposed that would allow the appointment of board members who are not 

mission personnel, hence the proposal to appoint Mike Hooper, a Presbyterian Ruling Elder with a 

great deal of experience in church and business administration. 

 

The amendment to the constitution was proposed and accepted by the Board of Trustees in 2012. The 

amended constitution is still pending approval by the Japanese government. 

 

This action item reflects the above-stated reality. We have received advice from Japanese legal 

counsel to “live in” to the amended constitution because it has been accepted by the board and is 

pending approval from the Japanese government. That is why we propose to approve Mike Hooper 
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with the caveat stated above, “If Mr. Hooper is not yet qualified to serve because of constitutional 

requirements, to appoint Ann Moore to occupy this seat until the amended constitution is approved 

by the Japanese government authorities and, at which time, Michael Hooper will be appropriately 

seated in such seat.” 

 
4. Acting on behalf of the PMAB between meetings, recognized the following body that was selected 

according to the appropriate process as the only rightful and legitimate Yodogawa Christian 

Hospital Board.  The members of the Yodogawa Christian Hospital Board are:  

 Tetsuo Kashiwagi, Chairman 

 William Moore 

 Kasuke  Tsujimoto 

 Takeshi Ishida 

 Tadahiko  Ichikawa 

 Toshiyuki Kubodera 

 Nobuyoshi Takeuchi 

 Jokichi Tanaka 

 Ken Iwasaki 

 Akihiko Nara 

 Toshio Onai 

 

Further, the the Executive Committee, acting on behalf of the PMAB between meetings, 

recognized, as the only rightful and legitimate Yodogawa Christian Hospital Board Auditors, 

the following persons: 

 Ann Moore 

 Osami Furuya 

 

Background: 

There is currently some confusion over the legitimate members of the Yodogawa Christian Hospital 

Board. This recommendation seeks to provide clarity as to the board membership. The YCH Board is a 

subsidiary of the Japan Mission Board, which is under the authority of Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

Therefore this action authoritatively provides clarity to resolve the confusion around the membership of 

the YCH Board. 

 


