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ITEM 228 

FOR INFORMATION 
 

Missional Partnership Agreement Between  

the Association of Presbyterian Church Educators (APCE) 

and the Presbyterian Mission Agency 

 of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 

The Executive Leadership Team, upon review and recommendation from the Ministry Director’s Team, 

approved a missional partnership agreement between the Association of Presbyterian Church Educators 

(APCE) and the Presbyterian Mission Agency at its meeting on August 27, 2012. 

 

This approval was consistent with the guidelines for missional relationships found in Appendix 11 of the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency Manual of Operations. 

 

This agreement became effective when it was approved by APCE and by the Executive Leadership Team.  

The guidelines call for it to be reported to the next meeting of Presbyterian Mission Agency Board, where 

the missional relationship will be celebrated. This agreement is to be formally reviewed at least every four 

years to coincide with the Presbyterian Mission Agency planning cycle. A part of the review and renewal 

process shall include the reaffirmation and celebration of the benefits of this missional relationship along 

with the reiteration of mutual support. The next renewal is expected in 2016.  In addition, either missional 

partner may request a review at any time.  

 

The Association of Presbyterian Church Educators (APCE) provides great benefit for the Presbyterian 

Mission Agency and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), as it:  

 Shares and receives grassroots education information and concerns. 

 Provides information regarding concerns and needs of those involved in the educational ministry 

of the church. 

 Promotes the PC(USA)’s processes for supporting those called to educational ministry. 

 Advocates the gifts, contributions, and value of educators to the whole church especially the 

councils of the PC(USA).  

 Provides a certification-approved course at an APCE event and at meetings of the General 

Assembly, and . 

 Plans and facilitates events to resource and network with those involved in the educational 

ministry of the church. 

 

The full agreement is attached. 
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The Missional Partner Relationship Between the 

Association of Presbyterian Church Educators (APCE) and the  

Presbyterian Mission Agency of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 

Prologue 

 

In order that Christ’s church faithfully joins God’s mission to the world, we recognize the mutual support 

for ministry and good relationship between the Association of Presbyterian Church Educators (APCE) 

and the Presbyterian Mission Agency of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). This relationship, mainly 

connected through the office of Theology, Worship and Education and the office of Vocation, celebrates 

the many ways the Presbyterian Mission Agency and APCE work together to inspire, equip, and connect 

Presbyterians in mission and ministry.  

 

1. Purpose 

  

The purpose of APCE is to advance education in the church and to increase the ongoing witness of our 

faith in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The mission of the Presbyterian Mission Agency is to inspire, equip, 

and connect the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), in its many expressions, to serve Christ in the world 

through new and existing communities of faith, hope, love, and witness.  

 

The purpose of this document is to define, strengthen and inform the missional relationship between the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency and APCE.   

 

The Presbyterian Mission Agency and APCE, in mutual relationship, will: 

 Provide a vision of educational ministries. 

 Interpret APCE to councils and mid-councils. 

 Raise awareness of the ministry of all serving in educational ministries. 

 Acknowledge the expertise of educators, calling forth their skills and insights to the benefit of the 

church. 

 Recognize and communicate the accomplishments of church educators. 

 Engage seminaries regarding educator preparation, instruction, and support. 

 

2. Composition and structure of the missional relationship 

 

APCE is made up of individual members who are serving or who have served in educational ministry in 

the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the Reformed Church in America, The Presbyterian Church in Canada, 

the Moravian Association of Church Educators, and the Christian educators of the Christian 

Reformed Church. The APCE governing cabinet includes an executive committee of officers elected by 

the association’s membership. The cabinet also includes regional, racial- and multi-ethnic, and 

denominational representatives that are elected by APCE members and regions or appointed by the 

associated denominations. 

 

The Presbyterian Mission Agency is one of six General Assembly agencies, established and described in 

the Organization for Mission of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The Presbyterian Mission Agency is 

made up of an executive director, three deputy executive directors, and six mission offices. APCE shall 

relate structurally to the Presbyterian Mission Agency through the office of Vocation and the office of 

Theology, Worship and Education.  

 



PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AGENCY 

September 12, 2012 

Executive Leadership Team 

Item 228 

 

3 

Designees of Vocation and Theology, Worship and Education shall be appointed as liaisons to the APCE 

Cabinet in non-voting advisory capacities. The APCE executive committee shall appoint a liaison from 

the executive committee to represent APCE in missional partner relationship discussions and celebrations. 

If the APCE missional partner relationship representative is invited to attend a celebration of the 

relationship at a Presbyterian Mission Agency meeting, the respective mission office will pay. If 

Presbyterian Mission Agency representatives/liaisons attend APCE cabinet or APCE committee meetings, 

APCE and the Presbyterian Mission Agency will shares expenses. APCE will pay room and board for 

denominational liaisons. The respective Presbyterian Mission Agency mission office will pay APCE 

denominational liaisons’ travel expenses.  

 

3. Core functions and mutual responsibilities 

 

The Presbyterian Mission Agency and APCE will relate in the following ways: 

 

The Association of Presbyterian Church Educators (APCE), for the mutual benefit of the 

relationship:  

 Shares and receives grassroots education information and concerns. 

 Provides information regarding concerns and needs of those involved in the educational ministry 

of the church. 

 Promotes the PCUSA’s processes for supporting those called to educational ministry. 

 Advocates the gifts, contributions, and value of educators to the whole church especially the 

councils of the PCUSA.  

 Provides a certification-approved course at an APCE event and at meetings of the General 

Assembly. 

 Plans and facilitates events to resource and network with those involved in the educational 

ministry of the church. 

 

Theology, Worship and Education and Office of Vocation to APCE, for the mutual benefit of 

the relationship: 

 Identify a representative/liaison from Theology, Worship and Education who: 

o Offers assistance to the APCE event committee as they design, plan, and implement the 

program. 

o Helps APCE understand its relationship to the goals and objectives of the Presbyterian 

Mission Agency. 

o Attends the APCE event, committee and Cabinet meetings, as budget and time permits. 

 Identify a representative/liaison from the Office of Vocation who: 

o Shares trends and issues arising in ministry and church leadership. 

o Interprets the needs of church educators and provides resources in the areas of APCE 

membership support and promotes APCE within the denomination’s structure. 

o Interprets the processes of educator certification through the Educator Certification 

Committee, including the recognition of educators achieving certification. 

o Attends the APCE event and Cabinet meetings, as budget and time permit. 

 

4. Principles of the missional partner relationship 

 

This document describes a missional partner relationship with the Presbyterian Mission Agency of the 

PC(USA) and  is not a contract. It is based on relationships and trust with specific responsibilities for both 

organizations. Each entity assumes sole responsibility for its own actions and neither party is legally 

liable for the actions or omissions of the other. 
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In order for APCE to use the PC(USA) name, seal, or symbol, a written license must first be secured from 

the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly. This missional partner relationship document does not confer 

the right to use these to APCE, as the Presbyterian Mission Agency does not possess the authority to grant 

such rights. Similarly APCE must receive prior written permission to use the Presbyterian Mission 

Agency’s name or symbol. Further, neither APCE nor Presbyterian Mission Agency may publicize this 

missional partner relationship without prior authorization. 

 

5. Approval, review, and evaluation 

 

This missional partner relationship shall be effective when this document is signed by the appropriate 

representatives of the APCE governing cabinet and by the Presbyterian Mission Agency Executive 

Leadership Team. It will be reported at the next meeting of Presbyterian Mission Agency and the 

missional partner relationship will be celebrated. This document shall be formally reviewed by elected 

representatives and representatives of the missional partners at least every four years to coincide with the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency mission planning cycle. The next review is expected in 2016. Either 

missional partner may request a review at any time.  

 

A part of the review and renewal process shall include the reaffirmation and celebration of the benefits of 

this missional relationship along with the reiteration of mutual support. 

 

Written notice of a request to alter the missional partner relationship shall be submitted to each missional 

partner, providing a three month period for both partners to discuss the request. Following that period, a 

formal meeting of representatives of the missional partners will create a proposal to be submitted to each 

partner for action. Either missional partner may dissolve this relationship at any time, with or without 

cause with 90 days advance written notice to the other partner. 

 

 

Signed by the Association of Presbyterian Church Educators (APCE) Representative 

 

________________________________________                         ________________________________ 

                                                                                                                 Date 

 

 

 

Signed by the Presbyterian Mission Agency Executive Leadership Team of the Presbyterian Church 

(USA) 

 

 

________________________________________                          ________________________________ 

Linda B. Valentine, Executive Director                                                Date 

Presbyterian Mission Agency 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 


