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The River of Hope: Presbyterian Women’s (PW) 2012 Churchwide Gathering 

 

 

“God has called us to lead change,” Gathering Chair Kathy Randall told a crowd of more than 2,000 during the 

opening moments of the 2012 Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women. “The hour is now here.” True to 

her words, Kathy and the Gathering planning teams presented a Gathering filled with advocacy and mission 

education and hands-on opportunity, community building, and spiritual renewal through worship, workshops, 

local mission tours, forums, and plenary sessions.  

 

Ecumenical and global partners and Presbyterian women and men, young and old, gathered from 49 states, 

Puerto Rico, the District of Columbia, and 15 countries for the triennial event held July 18–22 in Orlando, 

Florida, at the Gaylord Palms Resort and Convention Center. Themed “River of Hope,” the 2012 Gathering 

focused on renewing our hope and exploring Psalm 46:4–5: “There is a river whose streams make glad the city 

of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will 

help it when the morning dawns.” 

 

Global partners enjoyed an orientation and mentoring program and a “Global Gala” celebration. They also 

served as leaders in plenary sessions, forums and workshops. Eleven sisters from India participated as part of 

PW’s Global Exchange program. In November 2011, 26 Presbyterian women visited with sisters and church 

partners in the Church of North India and the Presbyterian Church of India to share stories, learn about one 

another’s ministries and build relationships. Indian sisters from the Exchange itinerated in PC(USA) synods for 

two weeks prior to the Gathering. 

 

PW’s triennial Business Meeting takes place during the Gathering. The 395 representatives to the 2012 Business 

Meeting voted a new slate of leaders for the national organization, approved the budget for the upcoming 

triennium, considered an option for PW to incorporate on presbytery and synod levels, and resolved to open a 

dialog and appoint a task group to develop ways to fully include women in PW even though their congregations 

have chosen to withdraw from the PC(USA), affirmed a commitment to implementing antiracism 

recommendations, and more. 

 

Mission and advocacy are major emphases of the Gathering. Presbyterian women get involved. More than 100 

women joined the Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW), a local community-based farmworker organization, 

on Saturday morning, July 21, to challenge supermarket Publix to hear the voices of workers and pay at least a 

net penny more per pound for tomatoes. Gathering participants stood for racial justice by participating in silent 

vigils against racial profiling. They made blankets, signed petitions to support clean tap water, supported safe 

births for mothers and babies, and toted buckets of water to gain a sense of what it would be like to carry that 

much water several miles each day. 

 

And they gave money. More than $40,000 was generated through the Gathering offering to fund as many as 20 

water wells in Akobo, South Sudan. Elizabeth Nyawok, an elder in South Sudan said, “Women risk attack each 

time they must go for water and food for their families.” Beth-El Farmworker Ministry was the recipient of 

more than $42,000 in gift cards. Beth-El currently has four sites, including one in Immokalee, Florida, where 

farmworkers fought for a fair food agreement with Taco Bell. The Presbyterian Hunger Program received more 

than $4,000 from Cents-Ability. A silent auction for PW’s Mission Pledge, Thank Offering and Birthday 

Offering raised $9,000.  

 

For more information, visit http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pwgathering or see the 

September/October 2012 issue of Horizons. 
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