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The 57
th
 Session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) will be held March 1-15, 2013. 

A Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) orientation will be held March 1, 2013, and other orientations will be 

held on March 2 and 3. The Commission begins March 4-15. 
 

The theme for 2013 is “Elimination and prevention of all forms of violence against women and girls.”  

The Commission will also evaluate progress in implementing the agreed conclusions from its 53
rd

 Session 

on “The equal sharing of responsibilities between women and men, including care giving in the context of 

HIV/AIDS.” 

 

Presbyterian Women, Inc., the Office of Young Women’s Leadership Development, and the Office of 

Women’s Leadership Development collaborated with the Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations and 

hosted a delegation that attended the 56
th
 Session of CSW on February 27-March 9, 2012.  The priority 

theme for 2012 was “The empowerment of rural women and their role in poverty and hunger eradication, 

development, and current challenges.” 

 

CSW is a functional commission of the United Nations Economic and Social Council.  The CSW 

formulates policies that promote gender equality and the empowerment of women worldwide.  The CSW 

further assesses progress toward the implementation of those policies.  Presbyterian participants advocate 

for God’s justice and peace, guided by General Assembly policy.  Presbyterians, women and men alike, 

proclaim and advocate for gender equality and women’s empowerment at the local, state, national, and 

international level. 

 

The CSW has met annually since it was founded in 1946 to ensure women’s equality and promote 

women’s rights.  Each session of the CSW focuses on a specific priority theme.  The principal output of 

the CSW is the “agreed conclusions” document on the priority theme.  The agreed conclusions contain an 

assessment of progress, as well as of gaps and challenges.  They also contain a set of concrete 

recommendations for “action by governments, intergovernmental bodies and other institutions, civil 

society actors and other relevant stakeholders, to be implemented at the international, national, regional 

and local level.”  In addition to the agreed conclusions, the CSW may adopt resolutions on a range of 

issues.  The report of the Commission is submitted to the Economic and Social Council for adoption. 

 

Since the beginning, Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) have played a role in the CSW.  

Representatives from NGOs come to the UN to advocate for the inclusion of their organizations’ 

positions in light of the priority theme. Many NGO contributions have been incorporated into CSW’s 

agreed conclusions and resolutions.  Additionally, UN member states and UN agencies as well as NGOs 

sponsor events around the CSW.  These include “side” events, which are officially part of the CSW, and 

“parallel” events, which occur outside of the official CSW setting, that address the priority and review 

themes and provide opportunities for advocacy, learning, and networking. 
 

A delegation from Presbyterian Women, Inc., Young Women’s Leadership Development and Women’s 

Leadership Development will attend.  Some limited scholarships will be available.  

 

http://www.un.org/docs/ecosoc/
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During the 57
th
 Session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women, emphasis will be placed on the 

sharing of experiences and good practices.   

 

The goals of the Presbyterian delegation will be: 

 

1. To listen to the voices of women and girls who have experienced violence, hear their concerns, 

and understand their visions for the elimination and prevention of all forms of violence against 

women and girls, 

2. To learn and use advocacy processes and skills, guided by PC(USA) General Assembly policy, 

with the CSW with the goal of affecting the agreed conclusions, 

3. To inspire, equip, and connect Presbyterians to demonstrate and proclaim God’s justice, peace 

and love at the CSW and in their local contexts, 

4. To expand the inclusive and caring community of women and their supporters, and 

5. To build and nurture networks with global ecumenical partners. 

 

For more information, please contact Ann Ferguson, Presbyterian Women Program Coordinator, or Lydia 

Kim, Ministry Specialist for Young Women’s Leadership Development. 


