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Six candidates for ministry receive first calls 
through For Such a Time as This program 
 

Pastoral residents take risks to follow God’s call to small church ministry 

 
Pastoral residents from diverse backgrounds are willing to take risks in 

following God’s call to small church ministry 

 

Summer 2012 

by Emily Enders Odom 

 
Six recent seminary graduates 

have received their first calls to 

ministry in the third year of For 

Such a Time as This, an 

innovative pastoral residency 

program designed to renew the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  

  

Launched by the Presbyterian 

Mission Agency (formerly 

General Assembly Mission 

Council) in fall 2009, For Such a 

Time as This is a timely 

program that matches new 

seminary graduates seeking 

their first call with small, 

underserved congregations in 

rural, urban, or small town 

settings in a two-year pastoral 

residency relationship, during 

which they are supported and 

guided by a cluster of pastor-

mentors. 

The pastoral residents for 

2012—listed with their calling 

congregations and partner  

presbyteries—are: 

 

Yvonne Thurmond,  Quaker 

Meadows Presbyterian Church, 

Morganton, N.C. (Presbytery of 

Western North Carolina) 

 

 

Edignatur as rerum as si odicia 

denimin excernati arum volut 

que pe mod quam ipsae et aces 

sam remquid modis corenis eum 

atur alibus experfe rnatiaspit, 

Harold Bennett, Dulatown 

Presbyterian Church, Lenoir, 

N.C. (Western North Carolina 

Presbytery) 

Virgiliana Pickering,  

Keystone Presbyterian Church, 

Odessa, Fla. (Presbytery of 

Tampa Bay) 

Boone Clayton, First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Elberton, Ga. (Northeast 

Georgia Presbytery) 

Paul Snyder, Glencoe-Sloan 

Presbyterian Church, Bismarck, 

N.D., and First Presbyterian 

Church of Wilton, N.D. 

(Presbytery of the Northern 

Plains) 

Jay Kim, Corder (Mo.) 

Presbyterian Church and First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Higginsville, Mo. (Heartland 

Presbytery) 

Since the program was 

launched, the growth in our For 

Such a Time as This churches 

has been amazing,” said the 

Rev. Dr. Marcia Myers, director 

of the office of Vocation, a 

shared ministry of the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency 

and the Office of the General 

Assembly, which oversees the 

program. “The churches are 

reaching out and welcoming 

newcomers to the faith. Adults 

are returning to church, Sunday 

school and youth programs have 

been revitalized, children are 

hearing the good news, adults 

and children are being baptized, 

and the Holy Spirit is clearly at 

work in so many ways.” 

 

 

Jay Kim – a member of the class 

of 2012 who was born in South 

Korea before immigrating to the 

U.S. in 1995 – looks forward to 

the joys of serving a small 

congregation. “Being a part of a 

small church is like going back 

home, remembering the 

nurturing loving care of a small 

church family,” Kim said. “I now 

live in the Los Angeles 

metropolitan area, where my 

house is in one of the busiest 

regions.  I would like my two boys 

to experience the same loving and 

caring small church community I 

had when I was a child. I am really 

looking forward to building a 

community like a family.” 

 

 

http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/residency/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/residency/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/
http://www.presbyterywnc.org/
http://www.presbyterywnc.org/
http://www.presbyterywnc.org/
http://www.presbyterywnc.org/
http://www.presbyteryoftampabay.com/
http://www.presbyteryoftampabay.com/
http://www.negapby.org/
http://www.negapby.org/
http://www.northernplainspresbytery.com/
http://www.northernplainspresbytery.com/
http://www.heartlandpby.org/
http://www.heartlandpby.org/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/vocation/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/
http://oga.pcusa.org/
http://oga.pcusa.org/
ddages
Typewritten Text
PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AGENCY BOARD

ddages
Typewritten Text
September 13, 2012

ddages
Typewritten Text

ddages
Typewritten Text
Vocation Ministry Area

ddages
Typewritten Text

ddages
Typewritten Text
Item 200

ddages
Typewritten Text

ddages
Typewritten Text
2



 Lorem Ipsum 

 

Summer 2012 

Musicians add 
richness to the 
General Assembly  
 
by Emily Enders Odom 

 

Deftly alternating among three 

different Peruvian instruments – 

the charango (ukulele), the quena 

(flute), and the zampoña (pan 

flute) – the Rev. Noe Juarez and 

the Rev. Elizabeth Campbell  

joined with four other gifted 

musicians to call Assembly 

participants to worship at the 

220th General Assembly Breakfast 

in Pittsburgh, Pa., on July 2. 

 

A native of Peru, Juarez is one of 

ten pastoral residents in the For 

Such a Time as This class of 2011. 

He pastors both an English and a 

Spanish-speaking congregation at 

Sunset Presbyterian Church in Ft. 

Lauderdale, Fla. 

 

Campbell, who plays the 

saxophone, is a fellow pastoral 

resident serving the Waverly-

Bethel Presbyterian and First 

Presbyterian of Williamstown 

congregations in W. Va. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to assisting with 

worship leadership, Juarez and 

Campbell also had an opportunity 

to share their experiences of the 

program and the stories of their 

churches with Assembly 

participants at the Vocation booth 

in the Exhibit Hall. 

 

 “It was a great joy to work with 

Noe and Elizabeth, who are not 

only great musicians but also part 

of the exciting For Such a Time as 

This program,” said the Rev. Chip 

Andrus, music leader for the 

Assembly. “I have been blessed 

not only to play with them, but 

also to become friends with these 

amazing young pastors.”   

 

      ********** 

 

Growing Christ’s Church! 

Rev. Trudy Dumont, Class 

of 2010, pastor of the 

Presbyterian Church of 

Rolla and St. John (N.D.) 

since October 2010, reports: 

 21 Baptisms (14 

infants, 3 children, 4 

adults) 

 20 New Members  

Rev. Jason Clapper, Class of 

2011, pastor of the Lavonia 

Presbyterian Church (Ga.) 

since July 2011, reports: 

 1 Infant Baptism 

 7 New Members  

Rev. Noe Juarez, Class of 

2011, pastor of the Sunset 

Presbyterian Church, Ft. 

Lauderdale, Fla., since July 

2011, reports: 

 14 New Members 

 

********** 

 

Rev. Cindy Cushman serves 

the office of Vocation as part-

time coordinator for For Such a 

Time as This.   

As a small church pastor, 

presbyter, and administrator, 

Cindy brings extensive 

experience to her role in 

leading the team in support of 

this innovative program.  

Cindy may be contacted by 

telephone at 1-800-728-7228, 

ext. 5381, or by email at 

residency@pcusa.org. 

********** 

Please give generously! 

Please invest in bringing much-

needed pastoral leadership to 

our communities at this critical 

moment.  Your gift of $500, 

$1000, or $1500 or any amount 

will insure our progress 

forward for this effective 

program. You can change the 

lives of others in the name of 

Jesus Christ. You can share in 

the calling of those who will be 

sent forth to serve Christ’s 

church.  You can make a 

difference by joining with 

others throughout the 

denomination in giving 

generously to For Such a Time 

as This. Visit 

www.pcusa.org/residency to 

make your gift online. 
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