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ITEM B.104 

FOR ACTION 

 
 
Subject: Board Statement of Congratulations to Presbyterian Church of Korea on Occasion 

of the 100th Anniversary of its General Assembly 
 

 

Recommendation: 

 

That the Presbyterian Mission Agency Board approve the following letter of congratulations to the 

Presbyterian Church of Korea as it celebrates its 100
th

 Anniversary:  

 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) would like to express great joy as we join the Presbyterian Church 

of Korea in celebrating 100 years of its General Assembly.  We are humbled as we recognize God’s 

blessings in nurturing the relationship between our denominations.  From the arrival of 

missionaries from the Presbyterian Church of North America and the work of Rev. Horace G. 

Underwood opening the Presbyterian Mission in Korea to the organization of the All-Korea 

Presbytery (Dok Presbytery), the foundation of the Presbyterian Church of Korea was being 

formed.   The pursuit of excellence in faithfulness brought forth the fruit of the Spirit and 

throughout the years, the PCK built churches, universities, and seminaries that bear witness to the 

fullness of life in Jesus Christ. 

 

Today we enjoy a wonderful mission partnership and look forward to new ways in which God calls 

us in ongoing service together.  The Presbyterian Mission Agency joins Korea’s Christian 

community in a ministry that includes higher education and youth ministries, theological education, 

health ministries, women’s and children’s ministries, and peace education, reconciliation and 

reunification work.  We look forward to continuing mission together as we bring young adults to 

the Young Adult Volunteer site at Han Nam University so that individuals from the United States 

may experience some of the ways in which the church in Korea actively engages in local community 

ministry.   

 

Joining together in worship of thanksgiving for all that God has done, the Presbyterian Mission 

Agency was honored to receive a delegation from the Presbyterian Church of Korea in Pittsburgh 

during the gathering of our 220
th

 General Assembly.  The worship service we shared was a 

wonderful expression of the legacy of this centennial celebration.  We look forward to our visit to 

Seoul and the General Assembly meeting of the Presbyterian Church of Korea in September.  We 

pray that God will continue to inspire, equip and connect us as we are lead into the future for the 

sake of God’s realm. 

 

 

 

 

FOR PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AGENCY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S OFFICE USE ONLY 

 A. Finance  E. Corporate Property, Legal, 
Finance  J.  Nominating Committee 

X B. Justice  F. PC(USA), A Corporation  K.  Governance Committee 

 C. Leadership  G. Audit  P. Plenary  

 D. Worshiping Communities  H.  Executive Committee   



PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AGENCY BOARD 

September 13, 2012 

World Mission Ministry Area 
Item B.104 

2 

Background: 

 

The sanctuary of the First Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, rang with the sounds of a 

Korean choir and Korean ministers on July 3, 2012, as the Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK) and the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) celebrated the 100th anniversary of the General Assembly of the Korean 

church whose seeds were planted by PC(USA) missionaries. 

 

Linda Valentine, Executive Director of the General Assembly Mission Council (GAMC), drew on Jesus‟ 

parable of the mustard seed to describe what had happened. The mustard seed planted 128 years ago by 

Presbyterian mission workers grew into the largest Presbyterian church in the world. 

 

“Like the mustard seed that began as the „smallest of all,‟ the gospel took root and flourished. From such 

modest beginnings, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Korea was established on 

September 1, 1912, under the name „the Chosun Presbyterian Church.‟ It is this centennial that we are so 

pleased to celebrate with you this evening at the 220th General Assembly (2012) of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.).” 

 

Valentine continued, “And from those seeds, schools, universities, seminaries, hospitals and churches 

have grown. We are awed and inspired by the Presbyterian Church of Korea today. You are now sending 

mission workers to spread the gospel and witness to the love of Christ. Today we are partners with you in 

ministries of education, health, peace and reconciliation.” 

 

“We are richly blessed to be partners in ministry with you,” she said. May it continue to be so.” 

 

The Rev. Sun Bai Kim, Associate for Korean Congregational Support in Racial Ethnic & Women‟s 

Ministries/PW, offered a prayer of thanksgiving to God for “bringing us together in Christ.”  He thanked 

God for the past 100 years and prayed for the next 100. 

 

The Rev. We Kun Park, Moderator of the General Assembly of the PCK, addressed the congregation with 

a sermon in Korean, saying through an interpreter, “In past days, the PC(USA) took care of the 

Presbyterian Church of Korea. You fed us and clothed us and nurtured us. We will never forget the love 

of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  We are indebted.” 

 

“To repay our debt,” he continued, “we are trying to give our love to the people around us.  A centennial 

celebration will continue when the General Assembly of the PCK meets in Seoul, Korea in September.   

 

Korean American ministries are also strong in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  Korean American 

Presbyterians today are grateful to the PC(USA) for their mission work in Korea, and today Korean 

American Presbyterians engage passionately in their own mission work.  This is reflected in the 412 

worshiping communities, including congregations, Bible Study fellowships and new church 

developments.  Currently there are four non-geographic Korean-American Presbyteries: Hanmi (Southern 

California), Midwest Hanmi, Atlantic Korean American, and Eastern Korean Presbytery.  Korean 

Presbyterian churches are served and supported by the National Council of Korean Presbyterian Churches 

(NCKPC) and the Coordinating Committee for Korean American Presbyteries (CCKAP).  Korean 

Americans are grateful for the legacy of the Reformed tradition and its Korean ministries in the PC(USA), 

and are pleased to celebrate with their brothers and sisters in Korea, in recognition of the 100
th
 year 

anniversary of the General Assembly of the PCK.  


