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ITEM B.101 

FOR ACTION 

 
 
Subject: Minutes of the May 2012 meeting of the Justice Mission Committee  

 

Recommendation: 

 

That the Justice Committee review and approve the May 2012 Justice Mission Committee minutes 

and forward to the Presbyterian Mission Agency Board as an information item.  

 

 

Background: 

 

Minutes 

Justice Mission Committee of the 

General Assembly Mission Council 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Brown Hotel, Louisville, KY 

May 10, 2012 

 

 

MAY 10, 2012 

CALL TO ORDER 

AND WORSHIP 

Roger Gench, Chair of the Justice Mission Committee of the General 

Assembly Mission Council (GAMC) called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. 

with prayer by Bruce Reyes-Chow. 

 

ATTENDANCE Those present for all or a portion of the meeting were: 

 

Teresa Bryce Janet Martin 

Roger Gench Bruce Reyes-Chow 

Aleida Jernigan Noelle Royer 
 

  

EXCUSED Rob Brink  

  

Corresponding Members Bill Gray – Advocacy Committee for Women’s Concerns 

Stephen Heisch – Advocacy Committee for Racial Ethnic Concerns 

Linda Valentine – GAMC Staff, Executive Director’s Office 

  

Others 

 

KT Ockels – GAMC Staff, World Mission Ministry 

Bill Somplatsky-Jarman – GAMC Staff, Compassion, Peace and Justice 

Ministry 

Annette Wimsett – GAMC Staff, Compassion, Peace and Justice Ministry 

Toni Carver-Smith – GAMC Staff, Compassion, Peace and Justice Ministry 

Sara Lisherness – GAMC Staff, Compassion, Peace and Justice Ministry 
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Bob Brashear – Presbyterian Health, Education and Welfare Association 

Trina Zelle  – Presbyterian Health, Education and Welfare Association 

J. Brooks Smith – Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Advisory Committee 

Michael Fagans – Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of 

People 

Cynthia White – GAMC Staff, Compassion, Peace, and Justice Ministry 

Chris Iosso – GAMC Staff, Compassion, Peace and Justice Ministry 

Courtney Hoekstra – GAMC Staff, Executive Director’s Office 

Carolyn McLarnan –  GAMC Member 

Barry Creech – GAMC Staff, Executive Director’s Office 

Vince Patton – GAMC Staff, Executive Director’s Office 

Mike Kruse – GAMC Member 

Roger Dermody – GAMC Staff, Deputy Executive Director’s Office 

Ruth Farrell – GAMC Staff, Compassion, Peace and Justice 

Sam Locke – GAMC Staff, Communications and Funds Development 

Chip Hardick – GAMC Staff, Theology, Worship and Education 

Jason Reagan – The Layman 

Karl Travis – Special Offerings Advisory Task Force 

Mienda Uriarte – GAMC Staff, World Mission 

Mike Hooper – GAMC Staff, World Mission 

J. Herbert Nelson – GAMC Staff, Compassion, Peace and Justice 

Martha Bettis-Gee – GAMC Staff, Compassion, Peace and Justice 

Erma Jones – Guest 

Molly Casteel – OGA Staff, Office of the General Assembly 

April Davenport – GAMC Staff, Legal Office 

  
APPROVAL OF 

AGENDA 

ITEM B.100 

The Committee reviewed and approved the revised agenda. 

  

WELCOME Members, guests and staff were introduced. 

  

COMMITTEE 

ACTIONS 

 

  

FEBRUARY 2012 

MINUTES OF THE 

JUSTICE MISSION 

COMMITTEE ITEM 

B.101 

That the General Assembly Mission Council review and adopt the February 

2012 Minutes of the Justice Mission Committee. 

 

Discussion:  None 

  

COMMENTS TO 

OVERTURES 

 

 

B.103 COMMENT TO 

OVERTURE 07 – ON 

INSTRUCTING MRTI 

TO STUDY AND 

REPORT 

CORPORATE 

PRACTICES OF 

That the GAMC approve the following amended comment on Overture 007, 

―On Instructing MRTI to Study and Report Corporate Practices of Health 

Insurance Companies and Possible Divestment of Same‖ to the 220
th
 GA 

(2012). 

 

Comment: 

By its very nature, the corporate engagement process takes time, often years, 
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HEALTH INSURANCE 

COMPANIES AND 

POSSIBLE 

DIVESTMENT OF 

SAME TO THE 220
TH

 

GA (2012) 

and works well the vast majority of the time without ever reaching the final 

step, which is divestment.  In the opinion of the GAMC and MRTI, the 

customary corporate engagement process works best when given adequate 

time (that is, usually more than six months) and flexibility to achieve its 

primary goal—a change in corporate practices.  We suggest that if the 

Assembly wishes to lift up the issue raised in the overture, it would be 

preferable to commend them to MRTI for its work through the customary 

corporate engagement process. 

 

This overture if adopted would ―instruct Mission Responsibility Through 

Investment (MRTI) to report to the GAMC on the corporate practices of‖ 

five named health insurance companies as those practices ―compare with 

and relate to previous General Assembly actions relative to health care.  The 

General Assembly is requested to authorize and encourage the GAMC to act 

upon the MRTI’s report as it deems appropriate, including initiating 

divestment procedures, within six months, and report to the 221
st
 General 

Assembly (2014) on divestment actions. 

 

The GAMC notes that the 116
th
 General Assembly (Minutes, PCUS, 1976, 

pp. 513-518) adopted a policy on Social Responsibility and Investments that 

listed eight investor actions, including divestment that can be utilized to 

assess corporate practices, and if appropriate, promote a change in those 

practices.  The 196
th
 General Assembly (Minutes, 1984, Part I, pp. 193-194) 

affirmed the use of divestment as an ethical strategy for socially responsible 

investment, and outlined principles and criteria for its use.  The following 

year, the 197
th
 General Assembly (Minutes, 1985, Part I, pp. 228-232) 

adopted a process of ―selective, phased divestment‖ built around a corporate 

engagement process of careful research, interaction with identified 

corporations, use of engagement tools available to shareholders 

(correspondence, dialogues, proxy voting, posing questions at corporate 

annual meetings, and filing of shareholder resolutions that may lead to 

further dialogue), and ecumenical consultation whenever possible.  As a last 

resort, divestment may be recommended to the General Assembly if 

corporate engagement has not succeeded, and is unlikely to succeed in the 

future in changing corporate practices. 

 

Discussion: Advisory Committee on Women’s Concerns (ACWC) and 

Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy (ACSWP) will provide 

Advice and Council to the 220
th
 General Assembly.  Comment approved as 

amended. 

  

B.104 COMMENT TO 

OVERTURE 021 – ON 

RECOGNIZING THAT 

ISRAEL’S LAW AND 

PRACTICES 

CONSTITUTE 

APARTHEID 

AGAINST 

PALESTINIAN 

PEOPLE 

That the GAMC approve the following amended comment on Overture 021, 

―On Recognizing that Israel’s Law and Practices Constitute Apartheid 

Against Palestinian People‖ to the 220
th
 GA (2012). 

 

Comment: 

The overture accurately describes many laws, policies and practices of the 

Israeli government and the suffering and human rights abuses they inflict on 

the Palestinian people.  
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Our Palestinian Christian partners, as well as most mission personnel of 

American mainline denominations serving in the region and some Israeli 

human rights organizations, describe the situation this creates in 

Israel/Palestine as apartheid.  

 

In 2009, Palestinian Christians issued a statement, Kairos Palestine, in 

which they request the international community to ―stand by the Palestinian 

people who have faced oppression, displacement, suffering and clear 

apartheid for more than six decades. The suffering continues while the 

international community silently looks on at the occupying State, Israel. Our 

word is a cry of hope, with love, prayer and faith in God. We address it first 

of all to ourselves and then to all the churches and Christians in the world, 

asking them to stand against injustice and apartheid, urging them to work for 

a just peace in our region, calling on them to revisit theologies that justify 

crimes perpetrated against our people and the dispossession of the land.‖ 

(http://www.kairospalestine.ps/sites/default/Documents/English.pdf)  

Others in Israel/Palestine do not use the term apartheid to describe the 

situation and believe the use of that term may undermine progress on 

improving the situation. 

 

Commissioners will have to discern whether the PC(USA)’s use of the term 

apartheid will enhance the church’s understanding of the situation in 

Israel/Palestine and if it will advance the search for a just resolution. 

 

The rationale for this overture refers to the International Criminal Court 

(ICC) as the "World Court".  However, in international bodies, the term 

―World Court‖ actually refers to the International Court of Justice (ICJ). The 

International Court of Justice (ICJ) adjudicates disputes between nations, 

while the International Criminal Court prosecutes individuals. This 

correction has no impact on the substance of the overture. 

 

The situation faced by Palestinians and Israelis cries out for continued 

prayer, study, and faithful engagement by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

 

Discussion:  Comment approved as amended. 

 

B.105 COMMENT TO 

OVERTURE 051– ON 

SUPPORTING THE 

UNITED NATIONS 

That the GAMC approve the following comment on Overture 051, ―On 

Supporting the United Nations‖ to the 220
th
 GA (2012). 

 

 Comment:  Presbyterians have engaged with the United Nations from its 

beginning. We do so for theological, ecclesiastical, and practical reasons.  

 

Reformed theology affirms God’s sovereignty and God calls us to live our 

faith in all aspects of life. Following the Calvin’s example, Reformed 

Christians, Presbyterians among them, have engaged in ministry in public 

life that includes serving as elected officials and engaging in advocacy that 

seeks to live out the Church’s responsibility to assist government to become 

what God requires it to be. 

 

 

http://www.kairospalestine.ps/sites/default/Documents/English.pdf
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The Body of Christ extends around the world. Our connection to our sisters 

and brothers calls us to active concern on their behalf. As we partner in 

witness to Christ around the world, events and policies impinge on our 

mission and call us to respond.  

 

We live in a web of relationships. Life is bound together. As the Rev., Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. reminded us, what affects one person or place 

directly, affects all people and places indirectly.  

 

Rooted in this theology, expressing this ecclesiology, and recognizing this 

practical reality, Presbyterians have long supported international cooperation 

and institutions. 

 

Even as World War II began, Presbyterians joined conversations about how 

to shape the world after the war. Presbyterian Elder John Foster Dulles 

chaired the Commission on a Just and Durable Peace of the Federal Council 

of Churches. The Commission made a number of recommendations about 

the United Nations that was to come including that it should emphasize 

justice, human welfare, and human rights including religious freedom. It 

also called for membership for all countries, a commission to oversee the 

progress of colonies to freedom, and the limitation and reduction of arms.
1
 

In 1943, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 

States of America called for the creation of an international organization that 

would serve humanity.
2
 

 

As post-war plans continued, the Presbyterians engaged in a campaign of 

education and advocacy that included conferences in sixty cities. When the 

conference on international organization that created the UN Charter met in 

San Francisco in April 1945, Presbyterians across the United States were 

called to prayer.
3
 John Foster Dulles served as an advisor to the U.S. 

delegation at that conference. He and others from the faith-based and secular 

NGO community helped draft the preamble to the UN Charter and worked 

to ensure a role for NGOs in relation to the UN.
4
  

 

Through the years, Presbyterian ministries have related to the UN as 

individuals, as congregations, middle governing bodies, and as a 

denomination. We have prayed for the UN, the nations of the world, and 

issues of international import. General Assemblies have passed resolutions 

concerning the UN’s work. Today, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) holds 

special consultative status to the UN through the UN Economic and Social 

Council. This allows our voice to be heard by a truly global audience and to 

contribute to its agenda by attending international conferences and events, 

making written and oral statements at these events, organizing side events at 

these events, and taking part in advocacy and networking. 

                                                 
1
 Mia Adjali and Deborah Storms, The Community of Nations, Friendship Press: New York, New York, 1995), pp. 9-10.  

2
 Minutes, PCUSA, 1943, Part I, pp. 167-168 

 
 
3 Robert F. Smylie, “Toward a World Community,” Church & Society (September/October 1994: Volume 85, Number 1), p. 13. 
4 Smylie, op. cit. 
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The Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations currently represents the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) at the UN. The ministry inspires, equips, and 

connects Presbyterians for ministry as faithful disciples of Jesus in the 

global community. The ministry advocates for peace and justice to the 

United Nations, based on policies of Presbyterian General Assemblies. 

 

In partnership with other Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO), many of 

them faith-based, the ministry works on issues related to human trafficking, 

food and hunger, peace and security through the Security Council, religious 

freedom, Israel-Palestine, justice for women, and many country specific 

concerns. Meetings for mission partners and mission co-workers are 

arranged with staff members of UN programs and national missions to the 

UN. The Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations partners with 

appropriate programs of the General Assembly Mission Council and the 

Office of the General Assembly in this work. The ministry facilitates the 

attendance of PC(USA) staff members at international events. 

 

The ministry provides seminars on international issues for congregations, 

presbyteries, seminaries, and other groups. Sixteen groups held seminars in 

2011. Every other year, the ministry cosponsors a January Term Doctor of 

Ministry course in partnership with Columbia Theological Seminary. 

 

Working with Presbyterian Women, Women’s Leadership Development, the 

National Network of Presbyterian College Women, and Racial Ethnic 

Young Women Together, the Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations 

facilitated the participation of 44 Presbyterians in the 56
th
 Commission on 

the Status of Women. The Commission is the sole global-policy making 

body dedicated exclusively to gender equality and the advancement of 

women. The Presbyterians worked with ecumenical partners to advocate on 

issues related to women living in rural areas around the world and their role 

in hunger and poverty eradication, development. This advocacy was based 

on policies of Presbyterian General Assemblies and input from our mission 

partners and co-workers as well as our partners in the World Communion of 

Reformed Churches. 

 

The Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations helps Presbyterians take 

part in concrete acts of global discipleship. Prayers for people and events 

around the world are provided. Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF, a project created 

by Presbyterians, is promoted, as is the UNICEF Tap Project that helps 

provide clean water for children around the world. In partnership with the 

Office of Child Advocacy and the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program, the 

ministry organizes Presbyterian participation in the Red Hands Campaign 

that addresses the use of children in situations in armed conflict. Since 

Presbyterians joined this international effort, 11 nations have ratified the 

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 

involvement of children in armed conflict. This international treaty helps 

establish a consensus that children are children, not soldiers. 

 

Central to our Reformed heritage is the understanding that following Jesus 

involves a deep public spiritual life: taking our faith into the world to help 

shape the policies that guide our life together in our communities, our 
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country, and the global neighborhood. Presbyterians live that public life as 

we engage with the United Nations in the name of Jesus. 

 

Discussion:  None 

  

B.106 COMMENT TO 

OVERTURE 054 – ON 

CALLING FOR AN 

END TO POVERTY 

ZONE 

DEVELOPMENT AND 

FOR THE ADVOCACY 

OF FAIR 

DEVELOPMENT 

That the GAMC approve the following comment on Overture 054, ―On 

Calling for an End to Poverty Zone Development and for the Advocacy of 

Fair Development‖ to the 220
th
 GA (2012). 

 

Comment: 

The Office of Public Witness is currently working in this area through the 

Faithful Budget Campaign in which Presbyterians are provided tools to 

respond to their national leaders after having discussions in local 

communities.  This is an effective way to organize a national public policy 

dialogue outside of Washington, DC.  In addition, both the Office of Public 

Witness and Presbyterian Hunger Program already connect Presbyterians to 

Interfaith Worker Justice who has field offices throughout the United States 

to work with faith communities in their specific communities on poverty 

issues.  These issues include an economy that benefits the common good as 

campaigns like Faith Advocates for Jobs.  The Presbyterian Hunger Program 

also supports SweatFree Communities that specifically seeks to build market 

demand for decent working conditions and wages for workers in labor-

intensive industries that make or grow products purchased by governments. 

 

Discussion:  None 

  

B.107 COMMENT TO 

OVERTURE 058 – ON 

ETHICAL 

INVESTMENT AND 

DIVESTMENT 

That the GAMC approve the following comment on Overture 058, ―On 

Ethnical Investment and Divestment‖ to the 220
th
 GA (2012). 

 

Comment: 

This overture addresses corporate engagement of some corporations doing 

business in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories as assigned by the 

2004 General Assembly, and affirmed by the General Assemblies in 2006, 

2008 and 2010.  This work has been carried out according to the 116
th
 

General Assembly’s policy (Minutes, PCUS, 1976, pp. 513-518) on Social 

Responsibility and Investments that listed eight investor actions, including 

divestment that can be utilized to assess corporate practices, and if 

appropriate, promote a change in those practices.  The 196
th
 General 

Assembly (Minutes, 1984, Part I, pp. 193-194) affirmed the use of 

divestment as an ethical strategy for socially responsible investment, and 

outlined principles and criteria for its use.  The following year, the 197
th
 

General Assembly (Minutes, 1985, Part I, pp. 228-232) adopted a process of 

―selective, phased divestment‖ built around a corporate engagement process 

of careful research informed by General Assembly policies on the issues 

involved, interaction with identified corporations, use of engagement tools 

available to shareholders (correspondence, dialogues, proxy voting, posing 

questions at corporate annual meetings, and filing of shareholder resolutions 

that may lead to further dialogue), and ecumenical consultation whenever 

possible.  As a last resort, divestment may be recommended to the General 

Assembly if corporate engagement has not succeeded, and is unlikely to 

succeed in the future in changing corporate practices.  Thus, General 
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Assembly policies on socially responsible investing are rooted in how the 

church can use whatever investments it has, however large or modest, to 

promote its mission goals and values.  Past General Assemblies have 

entrusted similar assignments to MRTI regarding corporate activity in Sudan 

and Burma.   

 

The 2006 General Assembly approved MRTI’s report on its work since 

2004, and clearly stated its goal that ―financial investments of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), as they pertain to Israel, Gaza, East 

Jerusalem, and the West Bank, be invested in only peaceful pursuits, and 

affirm that the customary corporate engagement process of the Committee 

on Mission Responsibility Through Investments of our denomination is the 

proper vehicle for achieving this goal.‖  Divestment is the final step of the 

―customary corporate engagement process‖ when all other efforts are 

unsuccessful and when future efforts are not likely to produce results.  Both 

the Assembly committee and the full Assembly were clearly informed of 

this fact prior to their votes affirming the process. 

 

MRTI’s extensive work on this assignment has been publicized throughout 

the church.  In addition, full reports were made to each meeting of the 

General Assembly Mission Council, and to the 2008 and 2010 General 

Assemblies which affirmed MRTI’s continued work on its assigned task.  

Those reports, along with the MRTI report to the 2012 General Assembly 

also note that the customary corporate engagement process has achieved 

positive and constructive outcomes with some companies (Citigroup, ITT 

Industries and United Technologies).  Interpretative materials and General 

Assembly policies on socially responsible investing and the PCUSA are 

available in printed form, on the MRTI web site and Facebook page.  Stories 

of MRTI’s work have appeared in the Presbyterian News Service, 

Presbyterians Today, and other publications. 

 

Discussion: ACSWP will provide Advice and Council to the 220
th
 General 

Assembly.  

  

B.108 COMMENT TO 

OVERTURE 088 – ON 

THE PLIGHT OF 

INDONESIAN 

CHRISTIAN 

IMMIGRANTS 

That the GAMC approve the following comment on Overture 088, ―On the 

Plight of Indonesian Christian Immigrants and the Passage of the Indonesian 

Family Refugee Protection Act‖ to the 220
th
 GA (2012). 

 

Comment: 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) has long stood in solidarity with Christians 

around the world who are persecuted and/or oppressed, and called again in 

2010 for the just treatment of religious minorities.  It would thus be 

appropriate for the General Assembly to call upon Presbyterians to become 

educated about the plights of our brothers and sisters around the world, as 

well as to be aware of the way those of minority faith groups are treated in 

our own communities. 

 

The PC(USA) has also affirmed the need to continue to work for justice for 

immigrants both in our own nation and abroad.  The overture rightly calls 

for us to ―affirm the scriptural call to provide hospitality to strangers, and 

thus welcome immigrants to our nation and our church as part of both the 



PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AGENCY BOARD 

September 13, 2012 

Compassion, Peace and Justice Ministry Area 

Item B-101 

 

9 

history and the future of our nation and our church.‖  

 

The situation in Indonesia is complex.  While there have been incidences of 

violence and persecution of Christians, especially during the period of 

conflict from 1997 to 2004, there are also Christian communities living 

vibrant, faithful lives alongside their Muslim brothers and sisters.  There are 

over 270 seminaries openly operating in Indonesia and Christianity is 

recognized as one of the official religions by the country’s constitution. 

  

Discussion: None 

 

B.109 COMMENT TO 

OVERTURE 095 – ON 

INSTRUCTING MRTI 

TO REPORT TO 

GAMC ON THE 

CORPORATE 

PRACTICES OF 

PUBLICLY TRADED 

CORPORATIONS 

THAT OPERATE FOR-

PROFIT PRISONS 

That the GAMC approve the following comment on Overture 095, ―On 

Instructing MRTI to Report to GAMC on the Corporate Practices of 

Publicly Traded Corporations that Operate For-Profit Prisons‖ to the 220
th
 

GA (2012). 

 

Comment: 

This overture instructs Mission Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI) 

to report to the General Assembly Mission Council on the corporate 

practices of Corrections Corporation of America (CCA), the GEO Group, 

and any other publicly traded corporation that directly manages or operates 

for-profit prisons and/or detention centers.  While acknowledging that 

PCUSA funds are not currently invested in CCA or GEO Group, the 

overture encourages the General Assembly Mission Council to prevent 

future investment and, as it deems appropriate, encourage individual 

Presbyterians and congregations to divest of holdings in the said companies. 

 

MRTI is capable of producing the requested report.  However, with no stock 

owned in either of the two companies, the full range of corporate 

engagement tools will not be available to the committee.  In addition, as the 

General Assembly in 2003 determined that for-profit prisons should be 

abolished, corporate involvement in this enterprise seems to compare more 

closely with tobacco, alcohol and gambling companies where investments 

are avoided due to the nature of the product or service.  Thus, the issue to be 

addressed may be more accurately whether the General Assembly desires to 

clarify its 2003 position by proscribing investment in publicly traded for-

profit prison companies until such time as legislative action prohibits the 

practice. 

 

Discussion: None 

  

B.110 COMMENT TO 

OVERTURE 096 – ON 

SUPPORT OF THE 

UNITED STATES 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION 

AGENCY 

That the GAMC approve the following comment on Overture 096, ―On 

Support of the United States Environmental Protection Agency‖ to the 220
th
 

GA (2012). 

 

Comment: 

The Office of Public Witness supports the authority of the EPA, both 

regulatory and budgetary, when relevant legislation is under consideration in 

Congress, based on GA statements approved in 1990, 1999, 2001, 2002, 

2004, 2006, and 2008.  These policy statements call for responsible care of 

God’s creation, with varying levels of specificity.  At the federal level, a 
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strong EPA is by far the most likely authority that responds to such policy 

statements as those mentioned above, which include protecting air, water, 

and land; reducing toxic pollution from power plants; protecting endangered 

species; putting an end to destructive extraction techniques such as 

Mountaintop Removal coal mining; and ensuring the U.S. shoulders its 

responsibility to the rest of the world with regard to global climate change. 

 

Discussion: None 

  

B.111 COMMENT TO 

OVERTURE 092 – ON 

REJECTING THE USE 

OF BOYCOTT, 

DIVESTMENT, AND 

SANCTION POLICIES 

IN PEACEMAKING 

EFFORTS BETWEEN 

ISRAELIS AND 

PALESTINIANS 

That the GAMC approve the following comment on Overture 092, ―On 

Rejecting the Use of Boycott, Divestment, and Sanction Policies in 

Peacemaking Efforts Between Israelis and Palestinians‖ to the 220
th
 GA 

(2012). 

 

Comment: 

This overture seeks to end corporate engagement of some corporations doing 

business in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories as assigned by the 

2004 General Assembly, and affirmed by the General Assemblies in 2006, 

2008 and 2010.  This work has been carried out according to the 116
th
 

General Assembly’s policy (Minutes, PCUS, 1976, pp. 513-518) on Social 

Responsibility and Investments that listed eight investor actions, including 

divestment, that can be utilized to assess corporate practices, and if 

appropriate, promote a change in those practices.  The 196
th
 General 

Assembly (Minutes, 1984, Part I, pp. 193-194) affirmed the use of 

divestment as an ethical strategy for socially responsible investment, and 

outlined principles and criteria for its use.  The following year, the 197
th
 

General Assembly (Minutes, 1985, Part I, pp. 228-232) adopted a process of 

―selective, phased divestment‖ built around a corporate engagement process 

of careful research informed by General Assembly policies on the issues 

involved, interaction with identified corporations, use of engagement tools 

available to shareholders (correspondence, dialogues, proxy voting, posing 

questions at corporate annual meetings, and filing of shareholder resolutions 

that may lead to further dialogue), and ecumenical consultation whenever 

possible.  As a last resort, divestment may be recommended to the General 

Assembly if corporate engagement has not succeeded, and is unlikely to 

succeed in the future in changing corporate practices.  Thus, General 

Assembly policies on socially responsible investing are rooted in how the 

church can use whatever investments it has, however large or modest, to 

promote its mission goals and values.  Past General Assemblies have 

entrusted similar assignments to MRTI regarding corporate activity in Sudan 

and Burma. 

 

The General Assembly should be aware that MRTI's recommendation comes 

as a direct result of the actions of the General Assembly in 2004, 2006, 

2008, and 2010. It is part of the customary corporate engagement process. It 

is not a response to, nor a part of, any broader movement advocating 

Boycott/Divestment/Sanctions against Israel or any other country. The 

General Assembly has not acted upon any proposal to participate in such a 

movement and MRTI only enacts the General Assembly's directives. The 

MRTI recommendations make no mention of a boycott or of sanctions 

against Israel. And the divestment recommended is not a general divestment, 
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nor one aimed at companies who merely do business in Israel. Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) agencies invest--and will continue to invest--in many 

companies doing business in Israel but who are not, to our knowledge, 

involved in non-peaceful pursuits. Examples include American Express, 

Intel, Proctor & Gamble, Coca-Cola, Oracle, among others.  The three 

named companies in the MRTI recommendation are American companies, 

not Israeli, profiting from particular pursuits identified as roadblocks to 

peace, as explained in the report.  

 

The 2006 General Assembly approved MRTI’s report on its work since 

2004, and clearly stated its goal that ―financial investments of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), as they pertain to Israel, Gaza, East 

Jerusalem, and the West Bank, be invested in only peaceful pursuits, and 

affirm that the customary corporate engagement process of the Committee 

on Mission Responsibility Through Investments of our denomination is the 

proper vehicle for achieving this goal.‖  Divestment is the final step of the 

―customary corporate engagement process‖ when all other efforts are 

unsuccessful and when future efforts are not likely to produce results.  Both 

the Assembly committee and the full Assembly were clearly informed of 

this fact prior to their votes affirming the process. 

 

It should be noted that the 1984 General Assembly’s principles and criteria 

for considering divestment includes the desire that the church addresses the 

issue, in this case the establishment of a just peace in Israel and Palestine, in 

a variety of ways.  Decades of GA statements have been coupled with 

educational efforts, support for PC(USA) partners in the region, advocacy at 

the United Nations and with the U.S. and Israeli governments and the 

Palestinian Authority, and corporate engagement since 2004.  Corporate 

engagement has been pursued on an ecumenical basis drawing upon the 

research, documentation and collaboration with Palestinians, Israelis, and 

Jewish Americans who share a commitment to ending the Occupation, and 

corporate profiting from roadblocks to peace.  

 

MRTI’s extensive work on this assignment has been publicized throughout 

the church.  In addition, full reports were made to each meeting of the 

General Assembly Mission Council, and to the 2008 and 2010 General 

Assemblies which affirmed MRTI’s continued work on its assigned task.  

Those reports, along with the MRTI report to the 2012 General Assembly 

also note that the customary corporate engagement process has achieved 

positive and constructive outcomes with some companies (Citigroup, ITT 

Industries and United Technologies). 

 

Discussion: None 

  

B.112 COMMENT ON 

ACREC WORKERS’ 

RIGHTS AND 

INCOME 

That the GAMC forward the following comment on Recommendation 5 of 

―A Resolution on Workers’ Rights and Income Inequality,‖ from the 

Advocacy Committee for Racial Ethnic Concerns with a recommendation to 

approve and forward to the 220th General Assembly (2012). 

 

Comment: 

GAMC, through the Office of Public Witness, advocates for collective 



PRESBYTERIAN MISSION AGENCY BOARD 

September 13, 2012 

Compassion, Peace and Justice Ministry Area 

Item B-101 

 

12 

bargaining rights when relevant legislation is under consideration in 

Congress, based on GA statements from 1952, 1959, 1969, 1980, and 1995. 

Most notably, the GA statement from 1980 addresses these issues: 

 

 In view of our theological understanding of liberation, justice, 

community, and the reality of sin, we affirm the right of all workers, 

except those on whom national or community security depends, to 

join labor organizations and participate in collective bargaining . . . 

 In view of our theological understanding of life of Christian 

servanthood we affirm the necessity for the Church to view 

economic issues from the side of the lowly and oppressed and for 

Christians active in our economic system to be concerned for 

serving the needs of the world. 

 The Presbyterian Church, U.S., which is disproportionately 

represented in its membership by managers and professionals will 

need to engage in a conscious effort to view labor-management 

issues from the perspective of the unskilled, uneducated, and 

underpaid . . .  The style of servanthood means that economic 

activity needs to be viewed as serving the needs of the world.  

Decisions should not be based solely on the self-interest of 

corporations, workers or social interest groups.  Servanthood also 

means that a stronger emphasis needs to be placed on a mutual 

sharing of burdens instead of the shifting of risks to other people, 

groups, or societies in a time of growing economic uncertainty. 

 In view of our theological understanding of grace beyond justice we 

affirm the need for new approaches to labor-management relations.  

The point of the Parable of the Laborers and the Vineyard (Mt. 20:1-

16) is that while all workers receive a just wage, God's grace reaches 

beyond the demands of justice.  The Church affirms the rights of 

labor organization and collective bargaining as minimum demands 

of justice but also points beyond the current adversary system in 

urging exploration of new methods of labor-management relations, 

seeking arrangements which offer opportunities for workers through 

their efforts and productivity to share greater economic rewards.‖ 

(PCUS, 1980, p. 229.) 

 

Discussion: None 

  

B.113 COMMENT ON 

A RESOLUTION ON 

RACISM, 

INCARCERATION & 

RESTORATION – 

ACREC 

That the GAMC forward the following comment on ―A Resolution on 

Racism, Incarceration and Restoration,‖ from the Advocacy Committee for 

Racial Ethnic Concerns with a recommendation to approve and forward to 

the 220th General Assembly (2012). 

 

Comment: 

Recommendations 3 and 4 direct that a working group be formed to work 

ecumenically, and that a collaborative effort with mid-councils be formed.  

 

In response to the action of the 219th General Assembly (2010), the 

Presbyterian Health, Education & Welfare Association (PHEWA) convened 

a Criminal Justice Consultation at Stony Point Center, February 17-19, 

2012.  Per this G.A. action, those attending this Consultation ―considered 
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and proposed the creation of a Presbyterian Health, Education and Welfare 

Association (PHEWA) network on criminal justice for education and 

advocacy ministries.‖  An interim leadership team (Rev. Dr. Donald Shriver 

(New York), Rev. Steve Werth (Pennsylvania), Rev. Deborah Haffner 

Hubbard (Arizona), Elder Gail Tyree (Tennessee), Rev. Annie Rawlings 

(New York) was selected from consultation participants for the new 

Presbyterian Criminal Justice Network (PCJN) and on March 7, 2012 the 

PHEWA Board of Directors voted to accept the PCJN as a network of 

PHEWA. 

 

Since its establishment, PCJN has developed ecumenical partnerships 

(including the United Methodist Church, the Society of Friends and the 

United Church of Christ) to address a range of criminal justice issues 

including restorative justice, re-entry strategies, and mandatory sentencing. 

Its first action as a network involved direct communication with the 

governors of 48 states with a faith response to prison privatization. PCJN 

has already begun resourcing local congregations engaged in or wishing to 

engage in criminal justice ministries. 

 

Recommendation 5 directs the Office on Public Witness to advocate for fair 

application of existing laws and the reduction or elimination of penalties for 

drug possession and non-violent offenses. The GAMC, through OPW, 

advocates for restorative justice policies, including the elimination of 

mandatory minimum sentences, when relevant legislation is under 

consideration in Congress, based primarily on a GA statement, ―Resolution 

on Restorative Justice,‖ from 2002.   

 

Recommendation 6 directs the Theology Worship and Education office to 

develop a paper on God and compassion for prisoners and ex-offenders. 

However, the GAMC suggests that rather than producing a ―paper on God 

and compassion for prisoners and ex-offenders,‖ that a web page be created 

to list recommended resources from Presbyterians engaged in such ministry 

to be available to the whole church. 

 

Discussion: None 

  

B.102 PRESBYTERIAN 

DISASTER 

ASSISTANCE – 

CHANGE INITIAL 

FUNDING GRANTS 

TO MID-COUNCILS 

AND THEIR 

CHURCHES 

IMPACTED BY 

DISASTER 

That the GAMC approve the following amended recommendations: 

 

1. That PDA reduce the amount allocated to mid-councils for Initial 

Response Grants for immediate needs to a disaster from $10,000 to 

up to $7,500; 

2. That PDA reduce the amount allocated for Church Assistance 

Grants from $10,000 to $5,000 with no more than $25,000 being 

allocated to a mid-council per calendar year; 

3. That PDA offer Church Hosting Seed Grants to churches that are 

committed to hosting volunteers in areas where long term recovery 

efforts are underway.  Upon recommendation of a Hospitality 

Assessment Team, PDA will consider a one-time grant of up to 

$5,000 to assist with building modifications necessary to host 

volunteer work teams engaged in long term recovery following a 

disaster, provided that: 
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a. The church includes a plan for recovering the ongoing cost of 

hosting volunteer teams to the mid-council and PDA. 

b. Hosting will done in coordination with a community based 

long term recovery organization in keeping with NVOAD 

standards for long term recovery (including coordinated case 

management, construction supervision and cooperative 

funding). 

4. That PDA offer Long Term Recovery Grants to mid-councils when: 

a. The mid-council is engaged in long term recovery of the 

community in collaboration with other faith based and 

volunteer organizations. 

b. There is coordinated case management being used in the 

development of the assistance to survivors. 

c. Funds from the Long Term Recovery grant may not be used to 

cover the costs of volunteer hosting operations.  

d. Leaders from the mid-council have been adequately trained in 

long term recovery management. 

e. If the long term recovery effort will require significant 

resources, the mid-council will include all funds given directly 

for recovery efforts through other sources when making a 

request for a grant from PDA. 

f. The PDA share of long term recovery costs will be limited to 

15% of the administrative budget for collaborative efforts in 

the community and 50% when the mid-council decides to fund 

a mid-council staff position.  

g. Funds for congregational hosting and mid-council funding for 

long term recovery cannot be comingled. 

h. Funds will normally be limited to $35,000 per year.  Funds for 

Initial Assistance, Church Damage and Congregational Hosting 

Seed Money must be accounted for both financially and in 

narrative form prior to the approval of a Long Term Recovery 

Grant.  

i. In all subsequent funding, funds already granted must be 

accounted for prior to forwarding additional funds. 

 

Discussion:  These recommendations will be shared with mid-councils 

before changes are implemented. 

  

INFORMATION ITEM 

230 – ADVICE FROM 

THE ADVISORY 

COMMITTEES OF 

PRESBYTERIAN 

DISASTER 

ASSISTANCE AND 

PRESBYTERIAN 

HUNGER PROGRAM, 

AND THE 

COMMITTEE ON THE 

SELF-DEVELOPMENT 

OF PEOPLE 

That the GAMC receive Information Item 230, Advice from the Advisory 

Committees of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Presbyterian Hunger 

Program, and the Committee on the Self-Development of People Regarding 

the Recommendations of the Special Offerings Advisory Task Force. 

 

Discussion:  The committee heard from Michael Fagans, member of the 

National Committee on the Self-Development of People and J. Brooks 

Smith, member of the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Advisory 

Committee.  Members of these committees, plus Presbyterian Hunger 

Program Advisory Committee drafted a common document to address the 

recommended changes to the Special Offerings.  The Memo of Advice 

supports the vision for recommending ways to increase the giving to further 

the ministry and agrees with the concept of using new technological efforts 
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REGARDING THE 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

OF THE SPECIAL 

OFFERINGS 

ADVISORY TASK 

FORCE 

and media.  They raised the following concerns: 

 That combining the Peacemaking Offering with the One Great 

Hour of Sharing (OGHS) Offering will dilute the total amount 

received 

 That donor clarity is important as ―people in the pews’ prefer 

designated giving  

 The centralized decision making works against the desire to 

locate much of the mission planning and implementation in the 

mid-councils 

 That GAMC ministries will lobby leadership to obtain funding 

for their specific programs 

 The recommendations do not address the current committee 

oversight of the OGHS program. 

 

Karl Travis, chair of the Special Offerings Advisory Task Force shared that 

the task force’s intent is to raise more funds for ministries that members care 

deeply about, and that they heard, through surveys, that the ministries are 

most important, not the name or acronym.  No other sister denomination list 

the program, only the ministry.  The task force’s intent is also to link the 

offerings to the strategic priorities of the GAMC. 

 

H.109 - GAMC 

COMMENT ON 

OVERTURE 101 (ITEM 

10-05) “ON 

MAINTAINING THE 

INTEGRITY OF THE 

ONE GREAT HOUR 

OF SHARING 

OFFERING,” FROM 

THE PRESBYTERY 

OF PITTSBURGH AND 

OVERTURE 103 (ITEM 

10-06) “ON 

RETAINING THE 

PEACEMAKING 

OFFERING AS AN 

INDEPENDENT 

OFFERING 

APPROPRIATE TO 

WORLD 

COMMUNION 

SUNDAY,” FROM THE 

PRESBYTERY OF 

ALBANY. 

The committee reviewed the recommendation of the GAMC Executive 

Committee on Comment to Overture 101 (Item 10-05) and Overture 103 

(Item 10-06). 

 

Mike Kruse, chair of the GAMC, shared that there are several overtures 

coming to General Assembly and that the Executive Committee has 

addressed or will address the overtures. 

 

  

REPORTS AND 

UPDATES 

The committee received updates from GAMC Staff, Martha Bettis-Gee, 

Associate for Child Advocacy, J. Herbert Nelson, II, Coordinator for Office 

of Public Witness as well as representatives from the Committee on 

Responsibility Through Investment, Advisory Committee on Social Witness 

Policy, Advocacy Committee on Racial Ethnic Concerns, Presbyterian 
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Health, Education and Welfare Association, Presbyterian Committee on the 

Self-Development of People, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Advisory 

Committee and the Presbyterian Hunger Program. 

  

ADJOURNMENT Roger Gench adjourned the meeting at 1:05 p.m. and Noelle Royer closed 

with prayer. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_______________________________ 

Roger Gench, Chair 

 

______________________________ 

KT Ockels, Lead Resource Staff 

 

______________________________ 

Bill Somplatsky-Jarman, Lead Resource Staff 

 

______________________________ 

Annette Wimsett, Recorder 


