
Labor Day Liturgy 2011 
 
Call to Worship 
One: In tasks and chores, in work and duty, 
All: let us worship the Lord. 
One: In the midst of the struggle for justice for all people 
All: let us worship the Lord. 
One: As we seek vocation and purpose 
All: let us worship the Lord. 
One: On this weekend dedicated to those who labor let us recall the fundamental 
Biblical command to rest, to Sabbath.  Come, let us worship the Lord! 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of mercy, you offer yourself as the model for how we ought to work and we have 
fallen short.  With each day of creation you called your work good.  We confess that we 
do not always do good work, acknowledge good work, or provide opportunities for good 
work.  Creator God, on the seventh day you rested and commanded all you created do 
the same.  We confess we do not take time for Sabbath.  We work and labor and toil at 
the expense of our relationships, spirits, and bodies and we demand it of others.   
Forgive us, God.  Instill in us a respect for how you intend us to labor, that we might be 
sustained and supported, uplifted and restored by what we do, that we might work to 
ensure the dignity of all in the workplace, that Sabbath rest may nourish, renew, and 
enliven us all to do your work in the world. 
 
 
Liturgy for All who Labor 
One: On this day in which the calendar calls us to remember those who labor we are 
mindful of the Israelites in Egypt escaping the injustice of slave labor and those who are 
subject to modern day slavery in fields of agriculture, mining, sex trade, textile mills, and 
so many other industries. 
Many: We remember that the Lord hears the cry of those who labor and liberates 
all people. 
One: This day we pray for all those who labor, particularly those who labor without 
compensation and those who labor without justice; may all know the value of their work 
and their personhood. 
Many: We remember that the Lord hears the cry of those who labor and liberates 
all people. 
One: This day we pray for those who struggle in their labor; for those who seek 
meaningful work and those whose work causes more harm than good.  May all come to 
know the life-giving, life-sustaining power of vocation. 
Many: We remember that the Lord hears the cry of those who labor and liberates 
all people. 
One: This day we pray for those whose labor is to care for others; particularly for  
professional care-givers and those who take on the burden of care without 
compensation, credit or commendation.  May all know the privilege and joy of both 
serving and being served.   



Many: We remember that the Lord hears the cry of those who labor and liberates 
all people. 
One: This day we pray for those who labor to give new life.  For those whose labor 
brings forth ideas, communities, ways of life, and human life.  May all see the promised 
hope on the other side of struggle.   
Many: We remember that the Lord hears the cry of those who labor and liberates 
all people. 
One: On this day in which the calendar calls us to remember those who labor we are 
mindful that Jesus the Christ compares the kingdom of heaven to a vineyard and us to 
laborers.  May we never take for granted our own privilege as work and labor as we 
struggle to serve one another and all of creation. 
 
 
Litany for Faithful Living in a Suffering World 
One: God of justice your world is in turmoil.  Violence rules the day, upheaval prevails, 
and chaos is given preference. 
Many: In the midst of commotion and confusion we pray that we might seek 
peace and pursue it. 
One: God of the vineyard and the field: you have commanded that we be good stewards 
of your creation. 
Many: We pray for exhausted and polluted fields.  May we live into your mandate 
for Sabbath, not just in our own lives, but in the lives of all that you have created, 
allowing rest for all, even the earth. 
One: God of the exile and the migrant: you have called us to care for the alien in our 
midst and instead we have turned away.   
Many: As stories of atrocities and abuses are told we pray that we might have 
ears to hear.  We pray particularly for those who have the courage to tell their 
story despite fear and uncertainty.  We pray that this truth-telling prick our 
consciences and spur us to action together. 
One: God of the weary traveler and the immigrant: you are no stranger to those who 
cross deserts.  
Many: This night we pray for those who find themselves in the midst of barren 
lands with little to eat or drink.  We pray for those whose grit and faith presses 
them toward the promise of a better life for their families.  May we be 
compassionate. 
One: God also of wealthy land owners and kings who you demand pay a fair wage and 
not oppress a hired hand, 
Many: We pray for those individuals and corporations who refuse to pay just 
wages.  May they be reminded that the first shall be last and the last shall be first.  
Remind them that a fair and living wage is not a privilege but a right.  That profit 
at the expense of people goes against all you command. 
One: God of the enslaved: you worked miracles in the freeing of your people in Egypt 
and Babylon. 
Many: We rejoice in the miracles we see every day.  We give thanks, in particular, 
for the unity found among farm workers and people of faith, willing corporations 
and growers, students and justice advocates in advancing corporate 



responsibility and human rights through the Campaign for Fair Food.  May we, 
with courage, see the pillar of smoke that leads us all toward the Promised Land. 
One: God of the peacemaker: you have called us to beat swords into plowshares and 
spears into pruning hooks. 
Many: May those who work for justice around the world rededicate themselves to 
nonviolence even as weapons are taken up against them.  We pray this night for 
communities that struggle to walk nonviolent paths,  from the furthest reaches of 
Syria and Israel/Palestine, to our own neighbors and neighborhoods.  May we be 
united in our commitment, courageous in our action, and cognizant of  your 
presence with us. 
One: We pray that we might be reminded this day, and every day, of your love and 
preference for the poor and marginalized.  We pray that we might walk beside your 
children, seeking liberation, clinging to hope, listening for the story.  And we pray all 
these things in the name of the Prince of Peace, who taught us to pray, saying... Our 
Father, Who art in heaven… 


