
Possible uses for this litany: 

 Christian education emphasis Sunday 

 Teacher and learner commissioning 

 All-church retreat 

 All peoples’ dedication or appreciation service 
Suggested preparation or facilitation: 

1. Print litany in bulletin, project, or provide copies 
2. Assign and facilitate litany in one of these ways: 

 Select one voice to read lead phrase “The voices of . . . “ and instruct all persons to read bold text, “We . . . “ or 

 In advance identify a person from the age group to represent each group and read the lead phase, “The voices of 
. . .” and ask those present in the particular age group to read bold type, “We . . . “ 

 The “voices of those missing” part can be spoken by all present and/or identify a small group of persons’ in 
advance to represent our neighbors, the lonely, the poor, the depressed, the addicted, . . . the silent ones. 

 
The voices of children say: 

 
We bring the gift of promise and the voices of wonder and awe. Jesus 

encouraged you, O Pilgrim, become more like us! Be surprised and open to God’s 
mystery so we have models of faith to follow and imitate. 

 
The voices of youth cry out: 

 
We are not the church of the future, but the church of today. However, we do not 
yet know who we are or what God’s is calling us to be or to do. Hold a mirror up 
to our faces, telling us the gifts you see in us, reminding us whose we are until 

we grow into who we are to become. 
 

The voices of young adults challenge: 
 

We may not do it—faith or practice—the way you do it. This does not mean our 
faith is not valid, strong, or authentic. Help us carry the torch through experience 

and relationships. We long for communities that matter. 
 

The voices of middle adults remind: 
 

We are the voice of what is happening now—the voice of reality. Help us navigate 
this sandwich generation between our children and our parents. Nurture our gifts 

and honor our service so we do not burn out before journey’s end. 
 

The voices of older adults inspire: 
 

We are the voice of wisdom. We have not arrived. We seek to grow and learn and 
contribute all of our days. Honor our traditions and our gifts. Challenge us to be 

God’s faithful each step from here to eternity. 
 

The voices of those who are missing: 
 

We are the silent ones—the children, youth, and adults who have no voice in this 
faith community. Help us to find Christian fellowship. Lead children, youth, and 



adults in this congregation to befriend us, to mentor us, and to nurture us. Help 
us to know that we are the beloved children of God. 

 
The voices of all generations encourage: 

 
We are the children, youth, and adults of this church and the unidentified voices 
of people in our community. Help us to get to know one another; to learn from 

each other; to love one another; and to grow in faith and practice.  
Teach us to fulfill God’s call to minister in this place.  

Show us how to share Christ’s love with our neighbors 
and the silent ones in a hurting world. 
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