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The story of Jesus as a boy appears only in Luke’s 
Gospel. Its addition to the Gospels helps us see Jesus’ 
transition from the sweet baby in the manger to a 
boy growing, learning, becoming independent, and 
beginning to take responsibility for himself. This story 
helps us move from the familiar, comfortable place of 
the manger to a place where we begin to look toward 
the cross and our calling to follow Jesus.

People of all ages can relate to this story. Adults 
understand the fear of losing a child in a crowd. They 
can also understand the mixture of relief and anger at 
finally finding the child. Children understand Jesus’ 
quizzical response to his mother. Of course Jesus didn’t 
feel lost; he knew exactly where he was.

Exploring the Bible
Read Luke 2:41–52 with your child. Use small toys or 
action figures to act out the story, allowing your child 
to make up the dialogue for the different characters.

Many Feelings
The story of Jesus as a boy at the temple contains 
many feelings. Give your child a handheld mirror or 
stand in front of a mirror. Have your child show facial 
expressions for each of the feelings that come up in the 
parts of the story listed below.

Jesus and his family traveling to Jerusalem for 
Passover: Excited—Smiling, bouncy

The teachers talking and listening to Jesus: Amazed—
Eyes wide, mouth in a circle

Mary and Joseph when they realize that Jesus in 
not with them on the way home: Worried—brows 
furrowed, hand above eyes as if searching

Mary and Joseph when they find Jesus: Relieved—

Deep sigh, slight smile, hand brushing across 
forehead

Mary when she gets over the relief and scolds Jesus: 
Angry—frowning

Jesus when he tells Mary he has been in his Father’s 
house: Happy—Smiling, shoulders shrugged

Family Time
Sit with your child and look at pictures from when 
your child was younger. Talk about what he or she 
used to do when they were littler. Tell your child stories 
about when he or she learned to do new things: rolling 
over, sitting up, walking, saying first words. Take time 
to tell your child how proud you are of how he or she 
is learning and growing every day.

Praying Together
Dear God, help us all be like Jesus, wanting to learn 
more about you. Help us as we grow in your love. 
Amen.

Mealtime Prayer
Sing the following prayer to the tune of “Are You 
Sleeping?”

Thank you, God. Thank you, God. 
For our food. For our food. 
And our many blessings. And our many blessings. 
Amen. Amen.

Focus for the Child
Jesus learned new things.

Scriptural Foundation
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in 
years, and in divine and human favor.
 —Luke 2:52

Teachers in the Temple
Luke 2:41–52
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