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Joseph and Mary are being devout parents as they take 
their baby to the temple to follow God’s law. Simeon 
represents a faithful servant of God waiting for what 
God has promised. We are told that Simeon is not at 
the temple by his own accord, but was guided there 
by the Spirit. In his blessing of the child Jesus, Simeon 
gives a prophetic voice to who Jesus is and what Jesus 
will do. 

Simeon’s Beard
If you do an image search on the Internet for artwork 
of Simeon, you will find many pictures of a very old 
man with a white beard. Make a pretend beard with 
your child.

Have your child use a baby doll and pretend to be 
Simeon meeting Jesus at the temple.

Materials: 
Paper plate 
Scissors
Cotton balls
Glue
Hole punch
Chenille stems 

Directions: 
1. Cut off the top third of the paper plate. 
2. Punch a hole in each of the corners made. 
3. Have your child dip cotton balls into glue and 

place them onto the paper plate until the plate is 
covered. Tell your child to avoid placing cotton 
balls over the holes. 

4. Attach a chenille stem through each of the holes, 
making a loop to secure. 

5. Have your child place the beard over his or her 
chin and wrap a chenille stem around the top of 
each ear. 

Time with Older Adults
Take some time to talk to your child about older adults. 
Think about ways that older adults are special: They 
have been around for a long time. They have seen 
many things. They have many stories to tell. 

Take an opportunity to take your child to visit 
with an older adult from your church or from your 
neighborhood. You may even arrange to take a trip  
to a retirement home to visit some older adults. 

Praying Together
Thank you, God, for Simeon. Thank you for helping 
him wait for Jesus. Thank you for sending Jesus as a 
light to the whole world. Amen.

Simeon Knows Jesus
Luke 2:22–38

Focus for the Child
Simeon knows who Jesus is.

Scriptural Foundation
Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying,
 “Master, now you are dismissing your  
   servant in peace,
  according to your word;
 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
  which you have prepared in the   
   presence of all peoples,
 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
  and for glory to your people Israel.”
 —Luke 2:28–32
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