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Only Matthew records the story of the Wise Men 
visiting Jesus. We don’t know for sure there were 
three of them—we just know that they brought three 
gifts. This story is significant because it shows that the 
birth of Jesus was news that affected the whole world, 
not just Israel. People who were not familiar with the 
prophecies of the Hebrew Scriptures were still attracted 
and excited by this miraculous event. 

Star Wrapping Paper
A star pointed the Wise Men to Jesus. The Wise Men 
brought gifts. Make some star wrapping paper with 
your child to use for your next gift-giving opportunity.

Materials:
Large sheets of butcher paper
Star-shaped foam stamps or star shapes cut from 
sponges 
Star-shaped cookie cutters
Washable tempera paints
Paper or foam plates 
Newspaper or plastic tablecloth 
Smocks

Directions: 
1. Show your child the star-shaped foam stamps and 

cookie cutters. If you don’t have star-shaped foam 
stamps, cut star shapes from sponges to make your 
own stamps. Remind your child that the Wise Men 
followed a star to find baby Jesus. 

2. Cover the work surface with newspaper or a plastic 
tablecloth. Put on smocks. Pour small amounts of 
paint on different paper or foam plates. 

3. Show your child how to press a foam or sponge 
star shape into the paint and then onto the paper to 
make a star. Do the same with the cookie cutters. 

4. Encourage your child to fill the paper with stars. As 
your child works, talk about the gifts that the Wise 
Men brought to baby Jesus. Set the paper aside to 
dry. Roll it up to store it. Tell your child that he or 
she can use the paper to wrap a gift for someone.  

Star Search
On a clear night, or early morning, go outside and look 
at the stars with your child. Tell your child that God 
put the stars in the sky at the time of creation. Tell him 
or her the story of the Wise Men following a bright star 
to find Jesus in Bethlehem. Say a prayer thanking God 
for stars.

Praying Together
Thank you, God, for stars so bright. Thank you, God, 
for Wise Men who followed the light. Thank you, 
God, for sending Jesus, the king. Thank you, God, for 
everything. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer
Sing the following prayer to the tune of “Are You 
Sleeping?” 

Thank you, God. Thank you, God. 
For our food. For our food. 
And our many blessings. And our many blessings. 
Amen. Amen.

Wise Men Visit Jesus
Matthew 2:1–12

Focus for the Child
Wise men visit Jesus.

Scriptural Foundation
On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.
 —Matthew 2:11
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