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The word angel comes from the Greek word aggelos, 
which means “messenger.” Angels are messengers 
from God. Angels figure heavily in the story of Jesus’ 
birth. An angel appears to Mary (Luke 1:28) to tell her 
she will have God’s Son. In Matthew 1:20, an angel 
appears to Joseph to tell him to go ahead and take 
Mary as his wife, for the child she carries is God’s Son. 
An angel shows up in Luke 2:10 to tell the shepherds 
the good news of Jesus’ birth.

Exploring the Bible
Read Luke 2:8–14 from the Bible to your child. Imagine 
with your child what the shepherds saw. What did the 
angels look like? What did they sound like? Take out 
some paper, crayons, and markers and draw pictures 
together of what you think an angel might look like.

Little Angels
Say this poem and invite your child to do the motions 
with you.

One little angel lights up the sky. (Hold up one finger 
and then spread fingers wide and reach up and away 
from you.)

Two little angels leap up high. (Hold up two fingers 
and then leap in the air.)

Three little angels begin to sing. (Hold up three fingers 
and then put hands to mouth as if calling out.)

Four little angels have a message to bring. (Hold up 
four fingers and then reach out, pretending to hold a 
letter.)

Five little angels move in near. (Hold up five fingers 
and then move close together.)

All the little angels shout, “Jesus is here!” (Throw 
hands up in the air and shout.)

Praying Together
Say: “When you hear me say, ‘good news,’ you say, 
‘Jesus is born!’ ”

Thank you, God, for angels who share good news. 
( Jesus is born!)

Thank you, God, for shepherds who share good 
news. ( Jesus is born!)

Dear God, please help us share the good news. ( Jesus 
is born!)

In the name of your Son, Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer
Sing the following prayer to the tune of “Are You 
Sleeping?” 

Thank you, God. Thank you, God. 
For our food. For our food. 
And our many blessings. And our many blessings. 
Amen. Amen.

Focus for the Child
Angels say, “Jesus is born!”

Scriptural Foundation
But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you 
is born this day in the city of David  
a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord
 —Luke 2:10–11

Angels Praise God
Luke 2:8–20
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