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Animals are familiar characters in nativity scenes and 
Christmas pageants, yet nowhere do the Scriptures 
mention animals at Jesus’ birth. Because Mary and 
Joseph made a long journey, we can imagine they may 
have had a donkey to ride. There was place for animals 
and a manger, so we can suppose there was a cow. And 
shepherds were in the fields, so perhaps they took their 
sheep along to see the newborn king. 

Exploring the Bible
Your child heard a story told from the perspective of 
the animals that may have been at the manger to see 
the baby Jesus. Most young children are fascinated by 
animals. Help your child imagine what it would have 
been like to be there to see the baby in the manger and 
how all creation rejoiced at the birth of Jesus. 

Animals Adore the Baby King
Clip-clop, clip-clop, the donkey carried Mary. (Slap 
hands on thighs to the words.)
Swish-swish, swish-swish, the cow shared its manger. 
(Hold up one arm and swish it back and forth.)
Baa-baa, baa-baa, the sheep leaped with joy. ( Jump up 
and down.)
Clip-clop (slap legs). Swish-swish (swish arm). Baa-baa 
( jump up and down). 
The animals dance and sing (Turn in a circle.)
When they were at the manger to adore the baby king. 
(Kneel down on one knee.)

Haystack Snacks
Make this fun treat and talk about the animals at the 
manger with baby Jesus.

Materials:
Mixing bowl 
Wooden spoon
Tablespoon
Waxed paper
Cookie sheet

Ingredients:
1 package butterscotch chips (or white chocolate chips)
1 package chow mein noodles

Directions:
1. Melt the chips for 1 or 2 minutes in a microwave-

safe bowl. 
2. Pour the chow mein noodles into the melted chips 

and gently stir until the noodles are coated. 
3. Scoop out heaping tablespoons of the mixture onto 

a cookie sheet covered with waxed paper. 
4. Allow the snacks to cool before serving.

Praying Together
Can you imagine what it would sound like if the 
animals prayed? Say the following prayer and 
encourage your child to make a sound like one of the 
animals saying “Amen.” 

God of all creation, thank you for sending the gift of 
your Son, Jesus, as a gift to the whole world. Thank 
you for all who love and adore him. Amen.

Animals Welcome Jesus
Luke 2:1–20

Focus for the Child
Animals welcome baby Jesus.

Scriptural Foundation
And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn.
 —Luke 2:7
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