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Every now and then, I come across a small box tucked 
away in my closet. I open the lid and there inside 
are a baptismal dress, an outfit worn home from the 
hospital, knitted booties, and other baby items; the tiny 
special things of my two not-so-tiny-any-more children. 
Memories of those first precious days and months with 
a newborn warm my heart. 

Luke 2:19 in The New International Translation says, 
“But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered 
them in her heart.” That phrase “treasured up” 
brings to mind an image of a young mother carefully 
gathering memories and tucking them in a place for 
safe keeping . . . deep within her heart. 

Exploring the Bible
Your child heard the story from the point of view of 
Mary, Jesus’ mother. Read Luke 2:1–20 and imagine 
what Mary heard and what she saw.

Away in a Manger
Sing the words to “Away in a Manger” and have your 
child follow your motions.

Away in a manger, (Sweep arm up and away from you.)
No crib for his bed. (Wave finger back and forth in front  

of you.)
The little Lord Jesus (Make the sign for Jesus by putting 

the middle finger of left hand to the palm of right hand 
and then the middle finger of right hand to palm of left 
hand.)

Laid down his sweet head. (Place palms together and 
put hands to one side with cheek resting on back of 
hand.)

The stars in the sky (Raise hands above head and wiggle 
fingers.)

Looked down where he lay. (Put hand above eyebrows  
as if searching and look down.)

The little Lord Jesus (Make the sign for Jesus by putting 
the middle finger of left hand to the palm of right hand 
and then the middle finger of right hand to palm of left 
hand.)

Asleep on the hay. (Place palms together and put hands 
to one side with cheek resting on back of hand.)

When You Were Little
Children love to hear stories about “when they were 
little.” Get out your child’s baby book, baby pictures, 
and other keepsakes and tell your child about when he 
or she was born. Share how you felt when you found 
out your child was coming. Tell stories about how you 
got ready for him or her to arrive, who came to visit, 
what your child was like in those first few days and 
months.

Tell your child that Jesus was born into a family that 
loved and cared for him just as your child was.

Praying Together
Thank you, God, for Mary and Joseph. Thank you, 
God, for memories of love. Thank you, God, for angels 
and shepherds. Thank you, God, for your gift from 
above. In your son Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Focus for the Child
Mary is Jesus’ mother.

Scriptural Foundation
And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn.
 —Luke 2:7

Mary Becomes Jesus’ Mother
Matthew 1:18–25;  Luke 2:1–20
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