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In this story in Mark, we are privy to what Jesus hears: 
a voice from heaven that declares, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11). The 
people who were standing by at the baptism would not have 
heard the voice because it was a revelation only for Jesus. 
Those people learned the truth about Jesus by witnessing his 
ministry firsthand. From their witness, we know the truth of 
Jesus, who came for everyone’s salvation.

Family Time
If your child has been baptized, take time to talk about the 
event. 

Show your child pictures of the special day. 

Talk about who was present and what happened. 

Share any certificates or mementos from that special day. 

Consider putting a note on the calendar to mark the 
anniversary of the date of your child’s baptism and celebrate 
that day.

If your child has not been baptized, tell him or her about 
your baptism or other baptisms you have seen. Talk with 
your child about looking forward to the day that he or she  
is baptized.

Discovery
Take special notice of water this week. God created water. 
We need water to live. 

Help your child notice all the ways you use water: to drink, 
to bathe, to wash dishes, to water plants, and so on. 

Think about ways you use water to play: swimming in 
pools, boating on lakes, chasing waves on the beach, or 
splashing in puddles after it rains. 

Every time you encounter water, give a prayer of 
thanksgiving to God for creating water.

Art
Materials: Paper, watercolor paints, paintbrushes

Invite your child to paint with watercolors. Read the story of 
Jesus’ baptism and have your child paint as you read. Invite 
your child to imagine different water sounds and to paint 
what he or she thinks the water would sound like.

Praying Together
“Dear God, you created the water—water that comes from 
the sky, water that fills the oceans, and water that flows in 
rivers. Thank you, God, for water—water to drink, water 
to take a bath in, water to play in, and water to splash in. 
Thank you for the water of baptism—the water that baptized 
your Son, Jesus, the blessed one, with whom you are well 
pleased. Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
“God is great. God is good. Let us thank God for our food. 
Amen.”

Focus for the Child
Jesus is baptized.

Scriptural Foundation
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 
well pleased.” 
 —Mark 1:11
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Jesus Is Baptized
Mark 1:9–11


