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The church my family and I attend has a problem. It seems 
the minute the children enter the building, their shoes fly off 
their feet. The children love to run and play in the building. 
They know where everything is. As one member of the 
congregation put it, “It’s like they’re at home!” 

Perhaps the church doesn’t have a problem. Maybe it is 
doing what it needs to do so the children can answer, “Did 
you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” Many 
of the children who come into the church feel at home in 
God’s house. This is the place where they learn and play. 
They are fed both in the fellowship hall (or the “big room,” 
as they affectionately call it) and at the Lord’s Table. When 
you ask for help, their hands fly in the air before they even 
know what you need help with and they shout, “Pick me! 
Pick me!” And they are serving in the church and in the 
community—ushering, greeting, and collecting cans and 
pennies. And then—to top it off—they bring their friends.

As adults, it’s our job to teach our children what we know 
about God and our faith. As adults, we can guide them to 
behave appropriately in different situations and places. But 
as children, they often teach us what it means to be at home 
in God’s house. It’s not so hard to imagine Jesus, as a child, 
teaching the adults. Look around, I bet it’s happening where 
you are, too.

Preschool children grow and change rapidly. Your child has 
grown and changed both physically and developmentally 
since the fall. As your child reaches new milestones, no 
matter how small, help him or her rejoice about growing and 
learning, just as Jesus did.

Drama Time
Read this story to your child and act it out together.

Jesus was a baby. But guess what? He grew and grew and 
grew.

You were a baby. But guess what? You grew and grew, too.
Jesus went to the temple; it was his church.
You go to church, too.
Jesus learned and listened there.
You learn and listen, too.

Jesus’ teachers were proud of him.
I am proud of you!

Action Verse
Your child learned a Bible verse that Jesus probably learned 
as a child, and your child helped make up motions to go 
with the verse. Say the verse (Deuteronomy 6:5), “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your might,” and ask your child to 
teach you the motions. If your child does not remember the 
motions, make up your own motions together. 

Action Song
Jesus Loves Me
Your child sang “Jesus Loves Me” and learned or helped 
make up motions to the song. Have your child teach you the 
motions, or make up motions together.

Song
Where Is Jesus?
Sing to the tune of “Where Is Thumbkin?”

Where is Jesus? Where is Jesus?
Do you know? Do you know?
He is in the temple, learning from the teachers
In God’s house, in God’s house.

Where is (child’s name)? Where is (child’s name)?
Do you know? Do you know?
She (He) is in the church, learning about Jesus
In God’s house, in God’s house.

Praying Together
“Dear God, help us keep growing. Help us keep learning. 
Help us remember you love us and welcome us into your 
house. Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
“Thank you, Lord, for giving us food. Thank you, Lord, for 
our daily bread that our mouths are fed. Amen.”

Focus for the Child
I learn about God.

Scriptural Foundation
“I must be in my Father’s house.”
 —Luke 2:49

Jesus Stays at the Temple
Luke 2:41–52
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