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This story of Jesus in his youth is told only in Luke. Luke 
may have included this story because he wanted to show 
that Jesus was brought up in the full life and traditions of 
Judaism. The Scripture passage tells us that Jesus was twelve 
years old. We might assume that Jesus had reached the age 
to be responsible for his own faith development and that 
he was following the command to travel to the temple for 
Passover. Jesus was part of a large community of faith; many 
people had traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. This 
may be why it is not surprising that it took a little while 
for Mary and Joseph to realize that Jesus was missing. In a 
crowd as big as that one, a young man might be with friends 
or extended family members.

After three days of searching, Mary would have been 
frantic. Imagine how she may have felt when she heard 
Jesus’ answer: “Why were you searching for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49). 
Was this a statement of rebellion from a young man to his 
protective parents? Probably not. One of the insights we can 
gain from this statement is that Jesus himself declared that 
he was the Son of God. Before this point, other people had 
proclaimed that Jesus was the Son of God. In that statement 
Jesus professed this truth himself.

Drama Time
Read this story to your child and act it out together.

Jesus Goes to the Temple
Mary searched high; Mary searched low. Where did Jesus 

go?
Joseph looked left; Joseph looked right. Jesus was nowhere 

in sight.
Mary and Joseph searched for three days.
Finally, Mary thought to look in the temple.
Jesus was sitting with the teachers, listening and answering 

questions. His teachers were amazed.
Mary said to Jesus, “My son, where have you been?
I searched high; I searched low. Where did you go?
Joseph searched left; Joseph searched right. You were not in 

sight.”
Jesus simply answered, “Mother, did you not know that I 

would be in my Father’s house?”
Jesus was in God’s house. Jesus knew that he was God’s Son. 

Song 
Where Is Jesus?
Sing to the tune of “Where Is Thumbkin?”

Where is Jesus? Where is Jesus?
Do you know? Do you know?
He is in the temple, learning from the teachers
In God’s house, in God’s house. 

Family Time
Look at family photo albums or scrapbooks with your child. 
Show your child pictures of you when you were a child. 
Show him or her how you grew from a baby to a child. If 
church was part of your life when you were growing up, talk 
about who taught you about God and where you went to 
church. Show your child his or her baby pictures. Talk about 
how much your child has grown and learned. Talk about 
who teaches him or her about God and where he or she goes 
to church. Tell your child that Jesus also had people who 
loved and cared for him while he grew. He had people help 
him learn about God.

Praying Together
“God our Father, your Son, Jesus, grew and learned. Help us 
grow and learn more about you. Help us grow and learn to 
follow Jesus. Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
“Thank you, Lord, for giving us food. Thank you, Lord, for 
our daily bread that our mouths are fed. Amen.”

Jesus Goes to the Temple
Luke 2:41–52

Focus for the Child
Jesus learns about God.

Scriptural Foundation
“I must be in my Father’s house.” 
 —Luke 2:49
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