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God sent the angels to deliver the message of Jesus’ birth to 
the shepherds. Shepherds lived a hard-working life. Being 
a shepherd was considered a lowly job. Such an important 
message was sent to those who, by society’s standards, 
would seem not worthy. God’s choice of who hears the 
message first is an indicator of what God wanted to show. 
Everything in the whole world would be turned upside 
down. God was coming to save the whole world through a 
tiny baby. Nothing would ever be the same.

Young children love to be a part of the story. There’s not a 
better way for them to learn and experience the story of the 
birth of Christ than by letting their imaginations pull them 
into this very special story. They will grow to know that this 
is their story, too.

Drama Time
Read this story to your child and act it out together.

Jesus Is Born: The Shepherds Visit
Shepherds resting, watching sheep.
Some were talking, some asleep.

Then in the night, an angel appears.
A flash of light, the shepherds fear.

Never have they seen this sight!
Bright lights filling up the night.

“Don’t be afraid,” the angel said.
The frightened shepherds lift their heads.

“I bring good news for you to hear.
Good news for all, far and near.

In Bethlehem is born tonight
The Son of God, a joyful sight.

You will find him in a bed
Where animals are often fed.”

Now angels are singing up above
“Peace on earth, God sends God’s love.”

Shepherds race to see the sight—
Baby Jesus, born this night.

Game
Balloon Shepherds
Here’s a fun, active game to play together. (Use balls or other 
objects if you or your child have latex allergies.)

Scatter inflated balloons across the floor. Tell your child to 
pretend that the balloons are sheep that need to be guided 
gently to the sheepfold. Show your child an area designated 
as the sheepfold. (This area can be marked with tape or 
enclosed with a few chairs.) Give your child half of a foam 
pool noodle or a long cardboard tube to use as a shepherd’s 
staff. When you say “begin,” your child should try to get 
all of the balloons into the fold using only his or her staff. 
To make the game more challenging, use different colored 
balloons and designate a separate sheepfold for each color. 

Praying Together
“Awesome God, thank you for the shepherds who heard the 
news of Jesus’ birth. As we get ready to celebrate Jesus’ birth, 
help us tell the good news of Jesus to everyone we meet! In 
your Son, Jesus’, name, we pray. Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
“Thank you, God, for the world so sweet. Thank you, God, 
for the food we eat. Thank you, God, for angels that sing. 
Thank you, God, for everything. Amen.”

Focus for the Child
Baby Jesus is born.

Scriptural Foundation
“Let us go now to Bethlehem.”
 —Luke 2:15
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Jesus Is Born: The Shepherds Visit
Luke 2:1–20


