
Wee Believe for Families

6102100

About the Bible Story

© 2012 CMP, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation. 
Permission given to reproduce this page.

The season of Advent is a season of preparation. Advent is 
the time to get ready for Jesus. The people of Israel waited 
a long time for the coming of the Messiah. The words of 
Isaiah brought them great hope as they waited. Many of 
our holidays are filled with busyness and hurry. Sometimes 
the shopping, cooking, and preparation for Christmas Day 
become overwhelming. While we hurry to prepare, we forget 
the joy of the birth of Christ. We forget the miracle of God 
coming to live among us in Christ. Take time during Advent 
to enjoy this time of getting ready.

Waiting and having patience are not high on the list of things 
preschoolers do well. However, young children find great 
joy in getting things ready and working on the task at hand. 
As you teach your child about getting ready for the Christ-
child, let him or her lead you in finding joy and awe in the 
getting ready.

Read Isaiah 9:6 (see Scriptural Foundation box) to your child. 
Talk about the different names for Jesus. 

Also read the story of Jesus’ birth from a children’s Bible or 
your favorite illustrated children’s book. Look at the pictures 
with your child and help him or her identify parts of the 
story. You might choose one of the following books:

The Christmas Star by Marcus Pfister. New York: North-South 
Books, 1993.

God Sent a Baby King by Heather Henning and Alison Atkins. 
Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2006.

The First Christmas by Carol Heyer. Nashville, TN: Ideals 
Children’s Books, 2007.

The Nativity by Julie Vivas. Orlando: Harcourt Children’s 
Books, 2005.

Room for a Little One: A Christmas Tale by Martin Waddell. 
New York: Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2004.

The Story of Christmas by Stephanie Jeffs and John Haysom. 
Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2005.

Family Time
Talk with your child about getting ready for Christmas. 
Include your child in the preparation and talk about why 
you do the things you do. Tell your child about traditions 
you had as a child. 

Game: Wait, Wait, Wait . . . Celebrate!
Play this game with your child. Tell your child that you will 
say, “Wait, wait, wait . . . ,” and he or she should remain 
perfectly still. Then you will say, “Get ready to . . .  
CELEBRATE!” On “celebrate,” he or she can move and 
wiggle and dance around. Your child should listen for you 
to say, “Wait, wait, wait . . .” again, and remain still until 
you say, “Get ready to . . . CELEBRATE!” Repeat this several 
times, varying the length of time between the waiting and 
the celebrating. Try using this game while you wait together 
in long lines.

Praying Together
“Dear God, we’re excited. We know that baby Jesus will be 
born. As we get ready to celebrate, help us remember it is 
Jesus, your Son, whose birthday we are celebrating. In Jesus’ 
name, we pray. Amen.” 

Mealtime Prayer
“Thank you, God, for the world so sweet. Thank you, God, 
for the food we eat. Thank you, God, for the birds that sing. 
Thank you, God, for everything. Amen.”

Good News: Isaiah Tells the People
Isaiah 9:2, 6–7

Focus for the Child
Baby Jesus will be born.

Scriptural Foundation
For a child has been born for us.
 —Isaiah 9:6
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