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Mark 10:14 is the Scriptural Foundation for this session. In 
verse 14, Jesus says, “Let the little children come to me; do 
not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 
God belongs.” In verse 15, Jesus gives the disciples further 
direction, saying, “Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 

Jesus spoke these words at a time when children were 
completely dependent on their fathers for everything: food, 
shelter, clothing, and inheritance. Without a father a child 
was considered a nonperson. Jesus was telling the disciples 
they needed to fully rely on God’s grace and love.

This passage teaches us not only to love and welcome 
children as Jesus did, but also to receive God’s grace and 
love as Jesus encouraged the disciples to do.

Story Time
Sometimes when Jesus spoke, everyone was quiet; they 
wanted to hear every word Jesus said. Many people were 
listening to Jesus. The disciples were listening, too.

The disciples looked and saw a crowd of people coming 
toward them. In the crowd, they saw many children. They 
seemed excited.

Just as the crowd with all of the children reached Jesus, the 
disciples said, “Stop! You can’t bring these children here! 
Jesus is busy. Jesus is teaching. He doesn’t have time for 
you!” 

Jesus said to the disciples, “Don’t stop the children. Let them 
come to me! The kingdom of God belongs to them.”

The disciples were surprised. They didn’t expect Jesus to say 
that.

Then Jesus told them, “You need to be like these children 
in order to get into God’s kingdom.” Jesus put his arms out 
and the children ran to him. He blessed them and gave them 
hugs.

Jesus wants the children to come to him. Jesus loves all 
children.

Action Rhyme
Say this rhyme with your child and do the actions with him 
or her.

Children short and children tall,  (Squat down, then stand 
up tall.)

Jesus loves them all the time.  (Hug self, then make a big 
circle in front of you with 
both arms.)

Children big and children small,  (Put arms out wide, then 
curl into ball.)

Jesus loves them all the time.  (Hug self, then make a big 
circle in front of you with 
both arms.)

Babies, toddlers, big kids like me,  (Rock baby, hold hand 
down by side of body as 
if holding the hand of a 
toddler, then put hands on 
hips and stand up tall.)

Jesus loves them all the time.  (Hug self, then make a big 
circle in front of you with 
both arms.)

He calls them all to come, you see.  (Motion with hand to 
come.)

Jesus loves them all the time.  (Hug self, then make a big 
circle in front of you with 
both arms.)

Praying Together
“Thank you, God, for sending your Son, Jesus. Call us, bless 
us, and love us. Help us remember to love like Jesus does. 
Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
“We thank you, God, for the food before us, the friends 
among us, and the love between us. Amen.”

Focus for the Child
Jesus loves me.

Scriptural Foundation
“Let the little children come to me.”
 —Mark 10:14
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