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So many illustrations of this particular story show sweet, 
angelic children sitting quietly at Jesus’ feet. It’s always a 
heartwarming picture, but not always entirely believable. 
How many groups of children do you know that are all 
happy, all quiet, all angelic, all at the same time? The point of 
the story is that Jesus welcomes the children. That would 
mean all of the children, all of the time.

Often people who teach children love this story because they 
love children and know children need to be welcomed. It 
helps to be reminded that we should love and welcome the 
children just as they are. That means when they are happy, 
when they are sad, when they feel angry, or hungry, or 
tired. We can be sure children know that they are loved and 
welcome, all the time.

Drama Time
Read this story with your child and say the “yay!” parts 
together.

Jesus Welcomes Children 
This was going to be a special day. Jesus ( yay!) was in town. 
Many children were excited. They wanted to meet Jesus 
( yay!). 

Some children skipped. Some children picked flowers. They 
all wondered what Jesus ( yay!) would be like. Some children 
ran and played. Some children hung on to their dads’ 
hands. They wondered if Jesus ( yay!) would like them. Some 
children ran ahead. Some children lagged behind. They were 
all going to see Jesus ( yay!).

Suddenly up ahead, they saw a crowd gathered. That must 
be Jesus ( yay!)— Jesus ( yay!) and his friends, the disciples.

The disciples wondered what the children were doing here. 
Jesus ( yay!) was doing very important teaching. They didn’t 
want the children to bother him. So they stood between him 
and the children. The disciples said, “Stop. He is busy. He 
doesn’t have time for you.”

The children stopped. They were sad. Why couldn’t they see 
Jesus ( yay!)?

Then Jesus ( yay!) stood up. He said to the disciples, “Don’t 
stop the children. Let them come to me.” Jesus ( yay!) reached 
out his hand and called the children to come to him. He told 
the disciples, “The kingdom of God belongs to little children 
like these.” Jesus ( yay!) reached out and hugged the children. 

Some children were happy and laughed and giggled. Some 
were shy. Some of the children gave Jesus ( yay!) hugs, too. 
All of the children knew that Jesus ( yay!) loved them.

Praying Together
“Dear God, thank you for making us your children. Thank 
you for sending your Son, Jesus. We are happy that Jesus 
loves us and always welcomes us. Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
“Thank you, God, for the food before us, for the friends 
among us, and for the love between us. Amen.”

Song 
Jesus Loves Me
Sing “Jesus Loves Me” with your child. Ask your child to 
teach you the motions he or she learned in class, or make  
up motions of your own.

Focus for the Child
Jesus loves me.

Scriptural Foundation
“Let the little children come to me.”
 —Mark 10:14
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Jesus Welcomes Children
Mark 10:13–16


