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What’s the Buzz?
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About the Bible Story
The imagery of the Good Shepherd and the sheep is 
beautiful and poetic, but it is beyond the understanding of 
young children, who think concretely. These words would 
conjure up pictures of lambs and sheep. To help a young 
child understand Jesus’ message to Peter, we look at his 
commission as a job to do, a big job: carry on the job that 
Jesus was doing by telling others about Jesus. Young children 
are beginning to understand jobs. They are beginning to 
encounter people in their lives who have various jobs. They 
are given tasks to do that are age-appropriate. They can help 
Peter, too, by telling others, “Jesus loves you!”

Game
Peter’s Job
Remind your child that Jesus gave Peter a big job to do. Jesus 
wanted Peter to tell others about him. In all the jobs we do, 
we can help Peter by telling others, “Jesus loves you!” Play 
a game with your child. Give him or her a job to do and tell 
your child that when you call out, “Peter’s job!” you will 
both shout, “Jesus loves you!” You can also use the sign 
language for “Jesus loves you” (right) and shout and sign, 
“Jesus loves you!” when you call out, “Peter’s job!” If your 
child is able, you can invite him or her to be the caller as you 
are doing a job around your home. You can play throughout 
the day.

Action Song
Jesus Loves You
Sing to the tune of “Jesus Loves Me.” Invite your child 
to follow your actions as he or she is able. Use the sign 
language for “Jesus loves you.”

“Jesus loves you,” Peter cried (Use signs for “Jesus loves you.”)
From the hilltops, far and wide. (Spread right arm, then left 

arm wide.)
Jesus said, “Do this for me. (Hold hands out in front you, palms 

up.)
It’s a big job, you will see.” (Raise hands in front of you, palms up.)

Yes, Peter told folks, (Nod head.)
“Yes, Jesus loves you.” (Use signs for “Jesus loves you.”)
Yes, Peter told folks, (Nod head.)
As Jesus told him to. (Hold hands out in front you, palms up.)

We can help him; yes, we can. (Nod head.)
Spread the news o’er all the land. (Spread right arm, then left 

arm wide.)
“Jesus loves you” and you’ll see (Use signs for “Jesus loves 

you.”)
It’s a job for you and me. (Point to others and self.)

Yes, we can tell folks, (Nod head.)
“Yes, Jesus loves you.” (Use signs for “Jesus loves you.”)
Yes, we can tell folks, (Nod head.)
As Jesus told us to. (Hold hands out in front you, palms up.)

  Jesus Loves You

Praying Together
Pray the following prayer with your child this week:
“Dear God, thank you for Peter and the big job Jesus gave 
him to do. Help us be Peter’s helpers and tell others, ‘Jesus 
loves you!’ In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
Open “Mealtime Prayer with Actions” at pcusa.org/
webelieve/weefamily.htm for the mealtime prayer with 
pictures of the accompanying actions.

Jesus Gives Peter a Big Job
John 21:15–17

Focus for the Child
Jesus gave Peter a big job.

Scriptural Foundation
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said 
to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” He said to him, 
“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus 
said to him, “Feed my lambs.”
 —John 21:15
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