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What’s the Buzz?
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About the Bible Story
After Jesus’ resurrection, the disciples didn’t quite know 
what to do. So they went back to the familiar. Those who 
were fishermen returned to their boats and nets and went 
fishing. So much for their dreams of a new kingdom; they 
had to earn a living. But this wasn’t to be for long. Jesus 
didn’t abandon them. He showed up seaside, and in the 
midst of their struggle to catch fish—something so well-
known to them and yet, on this night, so unattainable—he 
helped them. He said that they should try the other side of 
the boat. The disciples hadn’t recognized him, and it wasn’t 
until they pulled up an overflowing net full of fish that the 
light dawned on Peter. Perhaps there was a distant memory 
of three years earlier when Jesus told these fishermen that 
they would be fishing in a different way, catching people 
instead of fish. And now here was Jesus. And even though 
their nets overflowed, they weren’t going to be catching fish 
much longer.

Action Song
Try the Other Side
Sing to the tune of “The Hokey Pokey.” Invite your child  
to follow your actions as he or she is able.

Throw your net over here. (Pretend to throw a net to your 
right.)

Pull it up over here. (Pretend to pull up a net from your right.)
Throw your net over here, (Pretend to throw a net to your 

right.)
And there’s no fish to be found. (Move your hands back and 

forth in front of you, indicating “none.”)
You have tried the whole night through, (Fold arms in front 

of chest.)
And you don’t know what to do. (Raise both palms and 

shoulders as if questioning.)
There’s no fish to be found! (Move your hands back and forth 

in front of you indicating “none.”)

Jesus calls from the shore, (Cup hands around mouth.)
“Do you want to fish more?” (Hold hands out with palms up.)
Jesus calls from the shore, (Cup hands around mouth.)
“Hey friends! Try the other side!” (Point fingers on both hands 

left.)
You have tried the whole night through, (Fold arms in front 

of chest.)
And you don’t know what to do. (Raise both palms and 

shoulders as if questioning.)
“Hey! Try the other side!” (Point fingers on both hands left.)

Throw your net over there. (Pretend to throw a net to your left.)
Pull it up over there. (Pretend to pull up a net from your left.)
Throw your net over there. (Pretend to throw a net to your left.)
And there’s lots of fish around! (Wave your arms up in the air.)
Jesus came to help you out, (Open arms; hold palms up.)
And you stand up tall and shout, (Stand tall.)
“Yay! Jesus is my friend!” (Shout “Yay!” and raise your hands 

in the air.)

Praying Together
Pray the following prayer with your child this week:
“Dear God, thank you for loving us and helping us. Thank 
you for Jesus, who loves and helps us, too. In Jesus’ name, 
we pray. Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
Open “Mealtime Prayer with Actions” at pcusa.org/
webelieve/weefamily.htm for the mealtime prayer with 
pictures of the accompanying actions.

Jesus Helps the Disciples Catch Fish
John 21:1–14

Focus for the Child
The disciples were fishing and Jesus helped 
them.

Scriptural Foundation
Jesus said to them, “Cast the net to the right 
side of the boat, and you will find some.” So 
they cast it, and now they were not able to 
haul it in because there were so many fish.
 —John 21:6
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