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What’s the Buzz?
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About the Bible Story
Each of the Gospels tells a slightly different story of Jesus’ 
resurrection; the details about who was there and who first 
saw the empty tomb differ in each version. The reports of 
witnesses to an emotional and shocking event often show 
such variations. Although the memories are different, all the 
accounts enrich the event. The common thread is that early 
on Sunday morning, women, or just Mary, went to the tomb 
and the stone was rolled away. They are told that Jesus is not 
there and that he has risen. The rest of the disciples found 
out when the women told them and they went to the tomb to 
see for themselves. In John’s account, Mary remained outside 
the tomb, not quite understanding. Jesus stood before her, 
but, assuming him to be the gardener, she asked him where 
Jesus had been moved. Jesus called her name, Mary, and 
immediately Mary understood. John’s account shows a very 
personal encounter with the risen Christ and then Mary’s 
uncontainable outburst of good news to the disciples: “I have 
seen the Lord!”

For young children, this story presents another opportunity 
to tell the Easter story, to share what happened long ago on 
an early Sunday morning when everyone was sad because 
Jesus had died. Good news! Jesus is alive! And, Mary was so 
excited that she ran to tell the others the good news. Have 
fun with your child as he or she explores the many ways 
their bodies can move to share the good news.

Action Poem 
Mary and Jesus
Invite your child to stand and follow your actions as he or 
she is able.

Mary walked to the tomb where Jesus lay.
Walking, walking, walking, walking—early in the day. (Walk 

in place.)
Mary was so very sad. She thought that Jesus died.
Mary walked with other friends. They cried and cried and 

cried. (Rub eyes and pretend to cry.)

But Jesus was alive and well. He came to them and said,
“Go and tell the others now: I’m alive and not dead.”
Jump, jump, jump for joy! Jump for joy and say, ( Jump up and 

down.)
“Jesus is alive and well! He’s alive today!” ( Jump and clap.)

Game
Go and Tell
Play a game using the following song sung to the tune of 
“Where Is Thumbkin?” Invite your child to participate as 
instructed. You can call out your child’s name and invite him 
or her to do the action.

Where is (name)? Where is (name)? 
There you are! There you are! (Point to your child.)
Go and tell the others, “Jesus is alive!”
You will (choose one of the following actions: crawl, jump, tiptoe, 

walk, twirl, run).
You will (repeat action).

Praying Together
Pray the following prayer with your child this week:
“Dear God, thank you for Jesus. Help us to remember to tell 
our friends that Jesus loves them. In Jesus’ name, we pray. 
Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
Open “Mealtime Prayer with Actions” at pcusa.org/
webelieve/weefamily.htm for the mealtime prayer with 
pictures of the accompanying actions.

Focus for the Child
Jesus talked to Mary in the garden and she 
told the other disciples.

Scriptural Foundation
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told 
them that he had said these things to her.
 —John 20:18

Jesus Appears to Mary
John 20:1–18
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