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What’s the Buzz?
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Session  8
Focus for the Child
Jesus’ friends went to the tomb. Jesus was not 
there.

Scriptural Foundation
So [Mary Magdalene] ran and went to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid him.”
 —John 20:2

About the Bible Story
Because we are a post-Easter people, the story of Jesus’ death 
is never the final word for us. There is more to the story. 
Jesus died and Jesus is alive again! Alleluia! Praise God! 
This story defines who we are as Christians, followers of 
the Christ. Death held no power over God’s reconciling act 
in Jesus’ resurrection. It was declared on a Sunday morning 
long ago and it has been celebrated by Christians around the 
world every day since. 

In the Bible story, you will use the word miracle and explain 
to your child that a miracle is something that no one 
ever expected to happen. Easter is a miracle. Early in the 
morning, the women were going to the tomb to complete the 
burial rituals. Never did they expect to find the tomb empty. 
In John’s account, Mary remains at the tomb, not quite 
understanding and probably in shock, when Jesus appears 
to her and calls her by name. Belief and understanding are 
instantaneous and she runs to tell the others, “I have seen 
the Lord!” Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! 

Share and celebrate the good news of the Easter story with 
your child. With simplicity and clarity, your child, even if 
he or she is very young, can understand that Jesus died and 
Easter is the celebration of Jesus being alive again. Bunnies, 
baskets, and eggs are wonderful additions to springtime 
festivities that your child will be exposed to everywhere else. 
You get to tell them the Easter story. Jesus is alive! Alleluia!

Action Song
Easter Song
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge.” Invite your child to 
sing with you as he or she is able. Use the “Alleluia” sign 
language when you sing “Alleluia” (see above right).

Jesus Christ is risen today, risen today, risen today.
Jesus Christ is risen today.
Alleluia!
It’s a happy, happy day, happy day, happy day.
It’s a happy, happy day.
Alleluia!

Clap your hands and shout hooray! Shout hooray! Shout 
hooray!

Clap your hands and shout hooray!
Alleluia!

Praying Together
Pray the following prayer with your child this week:
“Dear God, thank you for loving us so much. Thank you 
for Jesus and all that he taught us. Thank you for Easter! In 
Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
Open “Mealtime Prayer with Actions” at pcusa.org/
webelieve/weefamily.htm for the mealtime prayer with 
pictures of the accompanying actions.

Jesus Is Risen!
John 20:1–18


