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What’s the Buzz?
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About the Bible Story
The time had come for Jesus to set his sights on Jerusalem. 
After three years of traveling, teaching, healing, and telling 
people about God’s love, he headed for Jerusalem, the place 
where he would die. His disciples did not understand the 
events to come. They were headed for the seat of the Roman 
government in the region, ready to toss out their oppressors 
and establish this kingdom Jesus kept talking about. They 
were ready for victory. They were hoping for an earthly 
establishment of Jesus’ kingship, when, in truth, Jesus was 
heading to an earthly death. The cheers that greeted Jesus as 
he entered Jerusalem had changed by the end of the week. 
Palm Sunday is filled with the sounds of “Hosanna,” not 
only because we reenact and celebrate the triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem knowing where Jesus’ kingship really lies, 
but also because we know the victory that comes on Easter 
morning.

Young children live in the moment. There is very little 
yesterday or tomorrow and they definitely have not 
developed yet a sense of time for anything beyond 
tomorrow. In a way, the excitement and celebration of young 
children very much mirrors the triumphal entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem. It was a celebration of the moment. People were 
glad to see him. He was honored with a parade with palms 
waving, shouts acknowledging the hopes of the crowd, and 
coats strewn on the dusty road. So it should be with young 
children. Have a parade. Shout “Hosanna!” Jesus is here!

Action Song
Raise Your Palms!
Sing to the tune of “Yankee Doodle.” Invite your child to 
follow your actions as he or she is able.

Jesus in Jerusalem,
Riding on a donkey. (Pretend to ride a donkey, bouncing up and 

down.)
Crowds came out to see their king
And waved their palms at Jesus. (Wave your hands back and 

forth.)

Raise your palms and let them wave, (Raise your hands in the 
air and wave them.)

Wave and cheer for Jesus. (Continue waving.)
Shout “Hosanna” at his name, (Cup your hands around your 

mouth and shout “Hosanna!”)
For Jesus came to save us. (Clap hands.)

Craft
Palm Branches
Trace your child’s hand on green construction paper about 
seven times or trace it once to use as a pattern for more 
handprints. To make a palm branch, cut out the handprints 
and glue them onto a wooden paint stick or a small branch. 
Trace your own handprint to make a branch for yourself. 
Make branches for other members of the family as well. Use 
the branches when you sing or say “Raise Your Palms!” and 
have a parade.

Praying Together
Pray the following prayer with your child this week:
“Dear God, thank you for Jesus. Help us to always love you 
and love Jesus. Be with us always. In Jesus’ name, we pray. 
Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
Open “Mealtime Prayer with Actions” at pcusa.org/
webelieve/weefamily.htm for the mealtime prayer with 
pictures of the accompanying actions.

Jesus Enters Jerusalem
Matthew 21:1–11

Focus for the Child
People were happy to see Jesus.

Scriptural Foundation
The crowds that went ahead of him and that  
followed were shouting,
 “Hosanna to the Son of David!
  Blessed is the one who comes in the   
   name  of the Lord!
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
 —Matthew 21:9
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