
© 2010 Congregational Ministries Publishing, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation. 
Permission given to reproduce this page.

What’s the Buzz?
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Focus for the Child
Jesus fed many people.

Scriptural Foundation
Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had 
given thanks, he distributed them to those 
who were seated; so also the fish, as much as 
they wanted.
 —John 6:11About the Bible Story

People had heard of Jesus’ words and deeds and they 
followed him. He spent all day with them on a hillside by 
the Sea of Galilee and the disciples realized the people must 
have been hungry. Jesus took two fish and five loaves of 
bread, blessed them and broke them (sound familiar?), and 
gave them to the people. All were fed and twelve baskets 
of leftovers were collected. There was enough for everyone 
and then some. The people had not only witnessed a miracle; 
each of them was part of the miracle. Jesus didn’t just feed 
one; he fed them all.

This is a great story for young children for several reasons. It 
allows you to practice counting skills with two fish and five 
loaves. If your child is older, you can add the number twelve 
because of the twelve baskets of leftovers and talk about the 
concepts of “greater than” and “less than” (there was more 
food at the end of the story than at the beginning). The idea 
of sharing is also emphasized, because a young child shared 
the food he had. The miracle, however, which is difficult to 
explain even to adults, was that there was more than enough 
for everyone. 

Action Song
Two Fish, Five Loaves
Sing to the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star” and invite 
your child to follow your actions as he or she is able.

Two fish, five loaves from a child (Hold up two fingers, then 
five fingers.) 

Brought to Jesus, and he smiled. (Hold palms up as if bringing 
something. Smile and point to your mouth with both index 
fingers.)

Two fish, five loaves Jesus blessed, (Hold up two fingers, then 
five fingers. Place hands spread out with palms up.)

Shared with all, who would have guessed! (Move right hand, 
palm up, from left to right. Hold both hands, with palms up and 
out, and shrug shoulders.)

Two fish, five loaves, all were thrilled. (Hold up two fingers, 
then five fingers. Clap hands.)

Twelve whole baskets then were filled. (Hold arms out as if 
holding a large basket.)

Praying Together
Pray the following prayer with your child this week:
“Dear God, thank you for Jesus. Thank you for helping us 
share and for giving us more than enough. In Jesus’ name, 
we pray. Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
Open “Mealtime Prayer with Actions” at pcusa.org/
webelieve/weefamily.htm for the mealtime prayer with 
pictures of the accompanying actions.

Jesus Feeds a Crowd
John 6:1–14
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