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What’s the Buzz?
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When I sleep and when I wake, (Pretend to sleep, pretend 
to wake.)

I belong to God.
When I clap and when I sing, (Clap, then sweep right hand, 

palm up, from center out to your right.)
I belong to God.
When I’m sweet and when I’m mad, (Smile sweetly, scowl.)
I belong to God.
When I’m happy and when I’m sad, (Pretend to laugh, pretend 

to cry.)
I belong to God.
Up and down, all around, (Stand on tiptoe, crouch down low, 

stand and turn around.)
I belong to God.

Praying Together
Pray the following prayer with your child this week.

Dear God, thank you for loving us so much. We love you, 
too. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer
Pray the following prayer at mealtimes. Say the prayer and 
invite your child to follow your motions and say the prayer 
as he or she is able.

For food to eat (raise hands to mouth), and friends to share 
(hold hands out), for those we love everywhere (place hands 
over heart), we thank you, God (put hands together in prayer).

About the Bible Story
Jesus told several stories about things that were lost and then 
found. The lost sheep was found by the shepherd who was 
not willing to let it stay lost. The lost coin was found by the 
woman who swept her entire house in order to find it. And 
then Jesus made it very personal. It wasn’t about sheep or 
coins anymore, but about a family—a father and two sons, 
people we could relate to. And we may find ourselves, as 
the young son did, lost. But this time there was no search-
and-rescue party for the son. He had to come to his senses, 
repent, turn back, and walk that long way home to seek 
forgiveness. This story tells us that there is no condemnation, 
but open arms and a loving God awaiting our return, eager 
and running toward us. 

As with any parable, there is a surface story and there is a 
deeper meaning. This is the story of a son who left home and 
a father who welcomed that son home with open arms. But 
there is another story as well, a truth about God’s open arms, 
forgiveness, and our place in God’s family. It is important 
for your child to hear this story as well as the meaning he or 
she may not yet understand. Use words like “belong to God” 
and “forgiveness,” knowing that as your child grows and 
hears the stories of faith again and again, these words will 
have been a part of his or her faith vocabulary from this very 
young age.

Action Poem
I Belong to God
Say this poem with your child and invite him or her to 
follow your motions. Use the sign language for “I belong to 
God.” 

	 	 I	 belong	 to	 God

Up and down and all around, (Stand on tiptoe, crouch down 
low, stand and turn around.)

I belong to God. 

Focus for the Child
God loves me all the time.

Scriptural Foundation
“So he set off and went to his father. But while 
he was still far off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion; he ran and put his 
arms around him and kissed him.”
 —Luke 15:20

Jesus Teaches Us that God Loves Us
Luke 15:11–24
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