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What’s the Buzz?
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I love God. (Use sign language.)
Love God with me. (Cross hands over your heart and open 

up arms.)
Once we were two people. (Hold up two fingers.)
Now we are three. (Hold up three fingers.)

I love God. (Use sign language.)
Let’s tell more. (Make talking motion with both hands.)
Once we were three people. (Hold up three fingers.)
Now we are four. (Hold up four fingers.)

I love God. (Use sign language.)
A seed grows into a tree.
Telling others about God’s love (Make talking motion with both 

hands and then cross hands over your heart.)
Grows God’s family. (Hold up and wiggle all ten fingers.)

Praying Together
Pray the following prayer with your child this week.

Dear God, thank you for helping us grow. We love you and 
we want other people to know you love them. We will try to 
help you. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer
Pray the following prayer at mealtimes. Say the prayer and 
invite your child to follow your motions and say the prayer 
as he or she is able.

For food to eat (raise hands to mouth), and friends to share 
(hold hands out), for those we love everywhere (place hands 
over heart), we thank you, God (put hands together in prayer).

About the Bible Story
Jesus told the people who followed him stories and parables 
to help them understand heavenly things. He used common 
images from their lives and surroundings. In one parable, 
in which Jesus was telling the people about the kingdom 
of heaven, he used the imagery of a mustard seed, one of 
the tiniest of seeds, which grows into a tree tall enough to 
provide a home for birds to nest in. Something quite small 
can become quite large. The kingdom of God is like that. 
From just a few following God, sharing their faith, and 
spreading the good news, the kingdom of God grows.

For young children, this Scripture passage is about a seed 
and a tree and that is all right. Just as small things grow into 
big things, the meaning of this parable will grow as a child 
matures and hears it again and again. In fact, this parable 
speaks to much of what we do with young children in the 
church. We plant a tiny seed by telling the stories of the Bible 
and we let it grow into a tree of faith and understanding. 
It doesn’t happen overnight and it doesn’t happen without 
nurture and patience.

So tell the story. Make the connection that as little things 
grow into big things, so do God’s followers grow as one 
person tells another about God’s love. You are planting tiny 
seeds and watching them grow.

Action Poem
I Love God
Say the following poem with your child and invite him or 
her to follow your motions as he or she is able.

I love God. (Use sign language.)
You can love God, too. (Point to another and cross hands over 

your heart.)
I was just one person. (Hold up one finger.)
Now we are two. (Hold up two fingers.)

Focus for the Child
I can tell others about Jesus.

Scriptural Foundation
“[The mustard seed] is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest 
of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and make nests in its 
branches.”
 —Matthew 13:32

Jesus Teaches Us that Little Things Can 
Grow into Big Things

Matthew 13:31–32
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