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What’s the Buzz?

682000

Jesus and John (Hold up one finger and then two.)
Went to the river. (Pretend to walk.)
John baptized Jesus, (Pretend to pour water from hands.)
And he didn’t shiver. (Pretend to shiver.)

God’s voice was heard (Spread hands above head.)
And then came a dove. (Move hands like flapping wings.)
“This is my Son (Place hands on head.)
The one whom I love.” (Place hands over heart.)

God gives us water. (Pretend to pour water from hands.)
God calls us God’s own. (Place hands on head.)
We, too, are God’s. (Place hands over heart.)
With God, we are home. (Open arms, place palms up.)

Praying Together
Pray the following prayer with your child this week.

Thank you, God, for loving us. Thank you that we have 
people in our church who love us and have promised to help 
us. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer
Pray the following prayer at mealtimes. Say the prayer and 
invite your child to follow your motions and say the prayer 
as he or she is able.

For food to eat (raise hands to mouth), and friends to share 
(hold hands out), for those we love everywhere (place hands 
over heart), we thank you, God (put hands together in prayer).

About the Bible Story
Jesus came to John at the Jordan River and asked to be 
baptized. John was baptizing people for the repentance of 
sins. For Jesus, baptism was an act of humanity. Through 
baptism, Jesus identified with the sinfulness of humankind 
and was marked as one who chose to follow God. So John 
bent down and poured water over Jesus, baptizing him. 
Something remarkable happened, something quite different 
from what John had seen with the repentant sinners he had 
baptized before. The heavens opened, a dove appeared, and 
the voice of God was heard by all, proclaiming, “You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” Jesus was 
marked by God, indeed! 

We baptize because Jesus was baptized. Jesus was claimed 
by God as God’s very own. In baptism, we acknowledge 
that God has already claimed us and that we belong to God. 
We are marked by the sign of baptism, the cleansing and 
renewing waters of baptism. In the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), baptism is one of our two sacraments, a visible 
sign of an invisible reality, a grace, a gift from God. We 
baptize within the community of believers, believing that the 
community stands with the one being baptized, promising to 
teach and support this child of God, whether infant, youth, 
or adult, in the community of faith.

For young children, the meaning of a sacrament is beyond 
them. Your child can hear the story of Jesus being baptized 
by John. As he or she sees and hears about baptisms in the 
church, your child can begin to make the connection that 
we baptize because Jesus was baptized. He or she can hear, 
and never too much, that God loves us and we are a part of 
God’s family.

Action Poem
Baptism Water
Say the following poem with your child and invite him or 
her to follow your actions.

Focus for the Child
Jesus was baptized.

Scriptural Foundation
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth 
of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of 
the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And 
a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
 —Mark 1:9–11

Jesus Is Baptized
Mark 1:9–11, 14b–15
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