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In this session, Jesus is calling Peter to a life of discipleship; 
one is both a sheep and called to care for the sheep. Jesus’ 
conversation with Peter hearkens back to his command in 
John 13:34–35 to love one another. Love of Jesus and one 
another is the true sign of discipleship. Daily we are called to 
show our love for Jesus by loving others. We know that this 
is hard to do, but with the help of the church and the triune 
God, we will continue to try. Discipleship is a big job that 
lasts a lifetime. 

This very important job is not just for adults—children can 
live a life of discipleship, too! In today’s session, your child 
learned that he or she is a member of Jesus’ flock. When 
we experience such grace and a sense of belonging, we 
are moved to respond. In the next session, your child will 
explore ways he or she can respond to Jesus’ love. 

Exploring the Bible
Look up this session’s scriptural foundation in your Bible. 
Show your child where the verse is, and let him or her hold 
the Bible. Read the verse to your child. 

Action Poem
Do You Love Me?
Jesus asked one . . . two . . . three times, “Peter, do you love 

me?”
(Hold up one, two, three fingers; shrug your shoulders as if you are 

asking a question.)
Peter answered one . . . two . . . three times, “Yes, Lord, I love 

you.”
(Hold up one, two, three fingers; nod your head yes.)
One . . . two . . . three times, “I have a job for you!”
(Hold up one, two, three fingers; point your finger.)
“Feed my sheep and follow me; that’s what you should do!”
(Motion with your hand to follow; nod your head yes.)
But who are the sheep that Jesus loves so much?
(Shrug your shoulders as if you are asking a question.)

The sheep are all God’s children who need a shepherd’s 
touch.

(Hold your arms out wide.)
Feed them, love them, and show them lots of care.
(Hug yourself.)
Act like this your whole life long with people everywhere!
(Nod your head yes; hold your arms out wide.)

Story Time
Every Day
Through Peter’s experience with Jesus, we learn that to love 
and follow Jesus we must care for one another. One of the 
places where we learn to care and follow Jesus is church. Use 
Gail Ramshaw’s book Every Day and Sunday, Too to explore 
the ways our everyday lives intersect with our church life. 
Use the book to help spark a conversation with your child 
about daily life and the activities Jesus calls us to do.

Praying Together
Pray with your child: “Dear God, Jesus gave Peter a very big 
job. He gives us a big job, too. It isn’t always easy, but Jesus 
is always here to help us. Thank you for Jesus and the way 
he teaches us to love others. Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
Pray this prayer at mealtimes this week: “Thank you, Jesus, 
for loving your sheep and giving us good food to eat. 
Amen.”

Focus for the Child
Jesus gave Peter a big job.

Scriptural Foundation
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said 
to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” He said to him, 
“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus 
said to him, “Feed my lambs.”
 —John 21:15

Jesus Gives Peter a Big Job
John 21:15–17
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