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Some of the songs in LifeSongs 
Songbook, LifeSongs Leader Book, and 
LifeSongs CD Vol. 1 are used in class. 

You may want to order a copy of each 
for use at home. Call the Presbyterian 
Distribution Service at (800) 524-2612 
and ask for LifeSongs Songbook (ISBN 

#0806642718), LifeSongs Leader Book (ISBN 
#080664270X), and LifeSongs CD Vol. 1 

(ages 3 and up; ISBN #0806642726).

Jesus has been traveling with his disciples and performing 
signs throughout the Gospel of John. Although his disciples 
have been present for those signs, they still are doubtful 
about how they will be able to feed a crowd of five thousand 
with the lunch of one boy. Jesus blesses the meal and 
disperses it through the crowd where miraculously all 
become full and twelve baskets of leftovers remain. 

Sometimes preschoolers are given the impression that there 
isn’t much they can do because they are so little. As adults, 
we know how frustrating it can be to feel like we can’t 
make a difference; imagine how hard this concept is when 
society places so much emphasis on “when you grow up” 
with children. Today’s Bible story tells us that Jesus can use 
things and people that are little to make big differences in 
the world. Remind your child of all the things he or she is 
able to do, especially with the help of God and the guidance 
of Jesus.

Exploring the Bible
Look up the scriptural foundation in your Bible. Show your 
child where the verse is, and let him or her hold the Bible. 
Read the verse to your child. 

Service
Find out the needs of your local food pantry or soup kitchen. 
Share these with your child and brainstorm a shopping list. 
Take your child to the store to purchase the items and then 
deliver them to the food pantry or soup kitchen together. 
Ask at the food bank if they give tours, or have service 
projects with which young children are able to assist. 

Talk to your child about the importance of sharing with 
people who don’t have enough to eat. Brainstorm together 
other ways your family can reach out and share with those 
in need.

Song
Sing “Sing a Song of Mercy” (no. 198 in LifeSongs Leader Book) 
with your child. 

Praying Together
Pray with your child: “Dear Jesus, with you nothing is 
impossible! We thank you for the ways you love and care for 
all people. Help us to show your love and care. Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
Pray this prayer at mealtimes this week: “Thank you, God, 
for Jesus and the ways he shows your care. Thank you, God, 
for this meal, may it strengthen us to share. Amen.”

Focus for the Child
Jesus fed many people.

Scriptural Foundation
Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had 
given thanks, he distributed them to those 
who were seated; so also the fish, as much as 
they wanted.
 —John 6:11

Jesus Feeds a Crowd
John 6:1–14
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