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All this time, the father was at home. He was happy he 
had his older son at home safe by his side. His older son 
was a good son. But the father missed his younger son. 
Every day he stood outside his house and watched to see 
if just maybe his son would come home. Then one day, off 
in the distance, the father saw someone coming. He was so 
excited—could it be his son?

The younger son was getting closer to his father’s house. 
Off in the distance he could see the house, and he saw 
someone outside. He thought about what he would say 
to his father. He would beg his father to let him stay. He 
would promise to work hard. 

The father was so excited. He could see his younger son 
coming home. The father began to run. He met his son 
on the road. He grabbed his son and gave him a great, 
big hug. He was so happy his son was home. He told his 
servants to get a fresh robe and a ring to put on his son’s 
finger. He told them to get food ready so they could have 
a big party to celebrate his son coming home. The father 
said, “My son was lost, but now is found. Let’s celebrate!”

Jesus told this story to help people know that God always 
loves us. Nothing we do can keep God from loving us 
always. Jesus wants us to know that God will always 
welcome us home.

In this story, Jesus conveys the radical idea of God’s grace—
God loves us no matter what. A son admits that he made 
a mistake and goes home to face the consequences. Before 
he even has the opportunity to tell his father how sorry he 
is and try to make amends, his father sweeps him up and 
kisses him and welcomes him home. God has this kind of 
love for us. With all the mistakes we make and things we do 
wrong, God continues to love us and welcome us home. 

Exploring the Bible
Make the masks in the craft in this blog and use this story  
to act out the story of the loving father.
 
Jesus loved to tell stories to people. Jesus told stories to teach 
people about God and about how much God loved them. 
This is a story that Jesus told.

Once there was a father who had two sons. He loved them 
both very much. The younger son said, “Father, give me 
money so I can go off on my own.” The father did and the 
younger son traveled to another country. 

In the new country the younger son made new friends. He 
ate lots of good food. He bought lots of nice clothes. He 
did lots of fun things. He had a really great time spending 
money. But then, the money ran out. The younger son had 
no friends, his clothes were in rags, and he had nowhere to 
stay. This was not fun.

The younger son got a job feeding pigs. He was so 
unhappy. One day while he was feeding the pigs, he 
thought to himself, “What have I done? Even these pigs 
eat better than I do. Maybe I could go home and beg my 
father to be a servant at his house. I could work hard 
and at least I might have something better to eat.” So he 
headed home, ready to beg his father for work so that he 
could have a place to stay and some food to eat.
 

Jesus Teaches Us that God Loves Us
Luke 15:11–24

Focus for the Child
God loves me all the time.

Scriptural Foundation
“So he set off and went to his father. But while 
he was still far off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion; he ran and put his 
arms around him and kissed him.”

—Luke 15:20
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Craft
Masks
Sometimes it is easier for children to stand behind a mask 
to pretend to be someone else. Use this simple idea to make 
see-through masks to act out Bible stories.

Take a wire coat hanger and bend the hook closed to make 
a circular handle. Shape the hanger into an oval. Take the 
foot and lower leg cut from a nylon stocking or use a knee-
high stocking to cover the oval. Use duct tape to secure the 
stocking around the handle. Use markers to draw a face on 
the stocking. You may also cut eyes, noses, and mouths from 
magazines and use loops of tape to stick the facial features 
to the nylon stocking. Make masks for the father, younger 
brother, and older brother and use the story above to act  
out the story of the loving father and two sons.

Praying Together
Pray with your child: “God of grace, thank you for loving  
us. Help us remember that we can always come home to 
you, and that you always love us no matter what. We pray  
in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

Mealtime Prayer
Pray this prayer at mealtimes this week: “Dear God, thank 
you for the food before us. Thank you for the friends beside 
us. Thank you for the love between us. Amen.”
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