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His parents took him to the house of God. (Step, step.)
His parents took him to the house of God. (Step, step.)
They knew that baby Jesus came to teach and love and  

feed us.
His parents took him to the house of God. (Step, step.)

Simeon and Anna said, “Praise God!” (Shout “Praise God!” 
and wave hands in air.) 

Simeon and Anna said, “Praise God!” (Shout “Praise God!” 
and wave hands in air.)

They knew that baby Jesus came to teach and love and  
feed us.

Simeon and Anna said, “Praise God!” (Shout “Praise God!” 
and wave hands in air.)

Now we’re at church, we do all three. (Clap, clap, step, step, 
“Praise God!”)

Now we’re at church, we do all three. (Clap, clap, step, step, 
“Praise God!”)

We know that baby Jesus came to teach and love and feed us.
Now we’re at church, we do all three. (Clap, clap, step, step, 

“Praise God!”)

Discovery
Don’t pack up your decorations yet! Even though the season 
of Advent is over, the season of Christmas has just begun. 
Use the figures from a child-friendly nativity set to act out 
the story of Mary and Joseph taking Jesus to the temple 
in Jerusalem. Continue to light the candles of the Advent 
wreath. Put cards you’ve received at your dinner table and 
choose one to read each day. Pray for the people who sent 
the card and thank God for them.

The first readers of Luke’s Gospel would have recognized 
right away that Mary and Joseph were doing what all Jewish 
parents were supposed to do. Mary and Joseph went to the 
temple in Jerusalem to give thanks and dedicate their baby 
to God. When Mary and Joseph got to Jerusalem, there were 
two elderly people whom they had never even met who 
were also excited and grateful to God that this new baby 
had been born. Simeon and Anna had been waiting at the 
temple because they hoped and expected to see the Messiah 
someday. Part of the reason Simeon and Anna were so 
excited to see Jesus was they recognized that this baby  
was not like any other person. He was the one they had  
been waiting for. He was the Messiah.

While it is certainly true that Jesus was a baby unlike any 
other, it is also important for us to remember Jesus was a 
baby like every other baby. Like him, every child is a source 
of great hope and cause for great thanksgiving both in their 
immediate families and beyond.

Exploring the Bible
Look up this session’s scriptural foundation in your Bible. 
Show your child where the verse is found and let him or  
her hold the Bible. Read the verse to your child.

Action Song
Clap, Step, Praise God
Sing this song with your child to the tune of “If You’re 

Happy and You Know It.”

If you know of baby Jesus, clap your hands. (Clap, clap.)
If you know of baby Jesus, clap your hands. (Clap, clap.)
If you know that baby Jesus came to teach and love and  

feed us,
If you know of baby Jesus, clap your hands. (Clap, clap.)

Focus for the Child
Jesus was blessed at the temple.

Scriptural Foundation
And the child’s father and mother were 
amazed at what was being said about him.

—Luke 2:33

 Mary and Joseph and Simeon and  
Anna Are Thankful for Jesus

Luke 2:21–40

Session  4



Believer Buddies’ Blog

© 2010 Congregational Ministries Publishing, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation. 
Permission given to reproduce this page. 682100

Session  4

Family Time
Take time to talk to your child about how you felt when he 
or she was born. Go through your child’s baby book, look 
at photo albums, and show your child cards or letters you 
may have saved from people who were so excited that he or 
she was born. Remind your child of the story of Simeon and 
Anna. Explain that, just as Jesus had many people who were 
excited that he was born, many people were excited to see 
your child come into the world. Say a prayer of thanksgiving 
for your child with your child.

Praying Together
Pray with your child: “Wonderful God, thank you for Mary 
and Joseph, who were told by your angels that Jesus would 
be born. Thank you for the shepherds, whom your angels 
visited the night Jesus was born. Thank you for Simeon and 
Anna, who waited their whole lives to see the Savior. Thank 
you for sending Jesus, your Son, to show the whole world 
your love. And all God’s children say, ‘Amen.’ ”

Mealtime Prayer
Pray this prayer at mealtimes this week: “Thank you, God. 
Thank you, God, for our food, for our food, and our many 
blessings, and our many blessings. A-a-men. A-a-men.”  
(This prayer can be sung to the tune of “Where Is Thumbkin?”)




