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Away in a manger (point away from you), no crib for his 
bed (wave finger in front, signaling “no”),

The little Lord Jesus (pretend to rock a baby) laid down his 
sweet head; (Rest folded hands on the side of your cheek.)

The stars in the sky (wiggle fingers in air over your head) 
looked down where he lay; (Place hand above eyes, as if 
searching.)

The little Lord Jesus (pretend to rock a baby) asleep on the 
hay. (Rest folded hands on the side of your cheek.)

Family Time
Find a child-friendly nativity set for your child to play with. 
Help your child use the nativity set to retell the story of 
Jesus’ birth. Start with Mary and Joseph at one end of the 
house and have them travel all the way to the other side 
of the house to get to Bethlehem. Playing with the figures 
and telling the story again and again will help your child 
remember and experience it.

In 2 Samuel 7:12–13, God promises David that he will have 
a descendant whose kingdom God will establish forever. So 
it is interesting and (some scholars feel) important that Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem—the city of David.

It is also important to remember that Jesus’ birth takes  
place in the same world in which we woke up this morning. 

This story makes the radical claim that God chooses to 
come among us as one of us. God chooses to be born in a 
particular place, with a human mother and a human father, 
and to be completely dependent upon others. The story of 
God’s promise to David and the birth of Jesus take place in 
the same world where we all live.

Talk with your child about Jesus being born into a family. 
Jesus’ family was a family that loved him and took care of 
his needs. Even though he wasn’t born in a fancy place, 
Mary and Joseph made sure he was safe and surrounded 
with love.

Exploring the Bible
Look up this session’s scriptural foundation in your Bible. 
Show your child where the verse is found and let him or  
her hold the Bible. Read the verse to your child.

Action Song
Away in the Manger
Sing the first verse of “Away in a Manger” (no. 17 or no. 18 
in LifeSongs Songbook and Tracks 5 and 29 on LifeSongs CD 
Vol. 1 or no. 24 or 25 in The Presbyterian Hymnal) and do the 
motions.

Focus for the Child
Jesus was born in Bethlehem.

Scriptural Foundation
And [Mary] gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn.

—Luke 2:7

Jesus Is Born in Bethlehem
Luke 2:1–20
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Some of the songs in LifeSongs 
Songbook and LifeSongs CD Vol. 1 are 

used in class. You may want to order a 
copy of each for use at home. Call the 
Presbyterian Distribution Service at  
(800) 524-2612 and ask for LifeSongs 
Songbook (ISBN #0806642718) and 

LifeSongs CD Vol. 1 (ages 3 and up; 
ISBN #0806642726).
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Recipe
Manger Cookies
Supplies: 2-quart microwave-safe bowl, large mixing bowl, 
wooden spoon, tablespoon, wax paper

Ingredients: 3 tablespoons margarine, 10.5-ounce bag of mini-
marshmallows, 11 ounces butterscotch chips, 12-ounce bag 
of chow mein noodles, nonstick cooking spray, one container 
premade white icing, mini-jelly beans or candy-coated 
chocolate pieces, shredded coconut

Directions: Microwave butter, mini-marshmallows, and 
butterscotch chips in the microwave-safe bowl for two 
minutes, stirring after one minute. (Microwave times may 
vary.) Spray the large mixing bowl with nonstick cooking 
spray. Pour the chow mein noodles into the mixing bowl. 
Pour the marshmallow mixture over the chow mein noodles 
and mix well with a wooden spoon. Drop egg-sized 
spoonfuls of the mixture onto wax paper. Press a slight 
indentation in each spoonful with the back of a spoon. Spoon 
about a tablespoon of icing on top of each cookie and spread 
out into a small oval shape. Place a jelly bean or candy-
coated chocolate piece in one end of the icing oval. Sprinkle 
a large pinch of coconut over the icing.

Praying Together
Pray with your child: “Thank you, God, for giving us your 
Son, Jesus. Jesus had only a bed of hay, but he was kept safe 
and warm. Thank you for giving us a place to be safe and 
warm. Jesus had Mary and Joseph to care for him. Thank 
you for people in our families who care for us. Help us get 
ready as we wait to celebrate Jesus’ birth on Christmas Day. 
And all God’s children say, ‘Amen.’ ” 

Mealtime Prayer
Pray this prayer at mealtimes this week: “Thank you, God. 
Thank you, God, for our food, for our food, and our many 
blessings, and our many blessings. A-a-men. A-a-men.”  
(This prayer can be sung to the tune of “Where Is Thumbkin?”)

Session  2




